Monoparentalność, wielorodzina and rodzina zrekonstruowana (Monoparenthood,  a patchwofrk family, a reconstituted family). Contemporary names of the models of family life
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Summary: The article presents new Polish nomenclature concerning the names of the models of family life (e.g. wielorodzinna, rodzina monoparentalna, monorodzicielska, wizytowa, nomadyczna,  gejowska, zrekonstruowana, patchworkowa ,multifamily, monoparental family, LAT family, nomadic family, gay family, reconstituted family, patchwork family) DINKS, LAT)  which function in contemporary public discourse (non-specialist discourse). In the background – after referring to dictionary definitions of the word family and references to the uses which are found in the law – discussion has been inserted which concerns the extension of the meaning of this word and applying this word with reference to non-traditional forms of married and family life. The text also directs attention to the process of the redefinition of some expressions, e.g. rodzina wielodzietna (a large family) and a shift from expressions which used to carry negative connotations, e.g. rodzina, niepełna, rodzina rozbita, samotne rodzicielstwo (a single-parent family, a broken family, single parenthood), in favour of collocations which are marked neutrally, e.g. wielorodzinna, rodzina zrekonstruowana, monoparentalność (a patchwork family, a reconstituted family, monoparenthood). Such changes can also be seen in the nomenclature referring to other groups, e.g. elderly people (seniorzy, nestorzy – seniors, elders) or people who are not in relationships (single – singles), and are partially the result of a battle against discrimination, (political correctness), and partly an increase in some demographic processes (the aging of the society, changing lifestyles, a rise in the number of divorces and various informal relationships).       







(Translated by Anna Borówka)
