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ABSTRACT

The article reconstructs the life of the Polish exile Edward Zheligowski in the Oren-
burg region in 1853-1857 on the basis of archival documents. It describes the circle of his
patrons, contributing to the mitigation of his punishment. The author shows the mecha-
nism of his appointment to a Russian state position while serving his exile.
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262 SERGEY LYUBICHANKOVSKIY

The Orenburg region has been a land of exiles since its foundation.
The provincial chancellery even included a so-called ‘secret department’,
whose main tasks were to carry out police surveillance of political exiles.
In the 19th century, Poles formed one of the largest groups of exiles. Most
of the exiles became soldiers of the Orenburg line battalions operating
throughout the vast territory of the Orenburg region, but it is noteworthy
that some exiles were allowed to serve in the state institutions of the region
and even made a serious service career. For example, Jan Witkiewicz, who
arrived in Orenburg in shackles and who was initially destined for the
fate of a private ‘without the right of service’ in the 5th Line Battalion,
five years later was promoted to unter-officer, and a year later became an
interpreter in the Orenburg Border Commission, a participant of several
diplomatic missions, and a well-known diplomat.

Another Polish exile, Baltazar Baltazarovich Kolesinski, became an
official of the Office of the Orenburg Governor-General, he ‘was guilty of
associating with the doctor Renier and listening to malicious instructions
against the government, of buying from him and reading forbidden works,
of meeting emissaries who came from abroad, of accepting one of them in
his apartment, and of expressing a desire to contribute to the rebellion if it
broke outin the Western provinces’. For his heroism during the storming of
the Ak-Mosque, the soldier Kolesinski was appointed a collegiate registrar
in 1853 and, while remaining under police supervision, was employed in
the office. He received the right to leave the Orenburg region only in 18572

In the official service during the exile was also a famous Polish poet
Edward Witold Zheligowski, who chose the pseudonym ‘Antoni Sowa’?,
who was accused of writing seditious poems and participating in a secret
student organization.

Zheligowski became an exile in 1851 and initially served his sentence in
Petrozavodsk. However, there he was in real need, since the reputation of
being politically unreliable closed all doors for him where his knowledge
could be useful, so three years later he applied to be sent to Orenburg,
where, as he argued, he could enter the service and be treated with kumys.
There were no objections, and the permission was received. ‘By the highest
order, for the creation of the essay ‘Jordan’, which revealed the unreliability

! Gosudarstvennyy Arkhiv Orenburgskoy Oblasti [hereinafter: GAOQ], f. 6, inv. 6,
ref. no. 13456.

2 GAOQO, f. 6, inv. 12, ref. no. 1690.

* Edward Witold Zheligowski (1816-1864) was a Polish poet, whose literary
pseudonym — Antoni Sowa. From 1853 to 1857 he was in exile in the Orenburg region. B.Z.,
Zeligowski Edward Witold, ‘Rocznik Towarzystwa Hystoryczno-Literackiego w Paryzu’
1866, pp. 368-372.
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of the author, in January 1851, he was exiled from Vilna to Petrozavodsk,
Olonets province, with the establishment of police supervision, and then,
by the order of the Minister of Internal Affairs, according to his desire,
Zheligowski, he was exiled from Petrozavodsk to the Orenburg province
[...] with the continuation of the established supervision [...]™*

The State Archive of the Orenburg Oblast has preserved a rather
voluminous case ‘On the transfer to the Orenburg province for residence of
a nobleman Zheligowski, who was in Petrozavodsk under the supervision
of the police’®, containing correspondence of officials, Zheligowski's letters,
reports and other documents, many of which are even marked ‘Secret’. Thus,
from the letter of the Minister of Internal Affairs, Adjutant-General Bibikov, it
is clear that, having allowed to change the place of exile, ‘the Emperor, by the
way, has deigned to order: to transfer Zheligowski to another place, and not
to Orenburg; strictly punish those who allowed the disorder [...]".

However, the following documents show that the supreme order was
not fulfilled because on the way the exiled was seriously ill (cholera), as
testified by the senior physician of the Military Cantonists Battalion, Court
Councillor Geppen. ‘Even now, the strength of the patient and the illness
are still in such a state that I can’t recognize him out of danger — as well as
the time when we can hope for his recovery, it is still difficult to determine
with accuracy, but I probably believe that no more than one month it will
be enough, if there are no new complications in his illness [...]".

And only thanks to the community of Poles who had already been in
Orenburg exile, it became possible to organize quickly medical care. For
weeks was being close to death, and weeks had passed until he made

¢ ‘Ilo BeICOUalfIIeMy ITOBEAEHMIO, 3a CO3AaHMe courHeHu:s ‘VlopaaH’, B KOTopoMm

obHapy>keHa HeD1aroHaJeXXHOCTh aBTOpa, B sHBape 1851 roga BbicAaH U3 BuanHO
B IlerposaBoack, OaoHenxoit rybepHuN, ¢ ydpexxieHueM IOAUIENICKOTO HajA3opa, —
9yTaeM O HeM B OAHOM M3 apXMBHBIX Ael, — a ITOTOM, IT0 PacHoOpsKeHUIO T. MUHUCTpa
BHYTPEHHIX Ael, COoraacHo >XeaaHmio ero, JKeamrosckoro, u3 IleTposaBoacka BhICAaH
B OpeHOyprckyIo rydbepHUIO |...] ¢ MpoJoAXKeHneM ydpeXJeHHoro Haazopa [...].GAOO,
f. 6, inv. 18, ref. no. 351.

> 'O mnepesoje B OpeHOYprckyio ryOepHMIO Ha >KUTEABCTBO COCTOSBIIETO B T.
IleTposzaBojcke 110/ HaA30pOM OAUIINN ABOPsIHIHA JKeANTOBCKOTO' .

¢ GAOQO, f. 6, inv. 18, ref. no. 253.

7 ‘Tocyzapb uMIIEpaToOp, MeXAYy IIPOYMM, BBICOYAIIIIE ITOBEAETh COU3BOAUA:
JKeanroBckoro mepesecTyt B Apyroe MecTto, a He B caMbii OpeHOYpr; ¢ AOIYCTUBIIIIX
GecropsI40K CTPOTO B3BICKATE [...]". Ibidem, sheets 10-10v.

8 ‘Jaxe Temepnb ermre cuabl 00ABHOTO U 0O0JA€3HH B TaKOM COCTOSIHWUM, 4TO He
MOTY IpU3HATh €r0 BHE OIACHOCTU — PaBHO U BpeMs, KOrda MOKHO HaAeAThCA Ha ero
BBI340POBAEHIE, OITpeAeANTD C TOYHOCTBIO eIlle TPYAHO, HO C BEPOsATHOCTBIO I10Aaralo, 9To
AOCTaTOYHO He H0./1ee 0JHOTO MecsIIa, eXKeAV HOBBIX OCA0XKHEHUI B ero 601e3H1 He OyAeT
[...]. Ibidem, sheet 12.
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a difficult recovery, and without this moral and material support, the
outcome would have been fatal. Later in the poem Loavnoii [Sick], written
in Orenburg, Zheligowski wrote: ‘Everyone helps me without measure”.

According to the documents available in the case, the correspondence
about the fate of Zheligowski was intense. There is not only information
about his illness and a medical certificate, but also correspondence of
the Orenburg and Samara Governor-General with the Olonets Civil
Governor, a notification of the establishment of the police supervision over
Zheligowski, reports on non-payment of travelling allowance to the exiles,
a report and subscription of the exile that he undertakes to immediately
appear ‘to the local authorities there’ upon arrival in Ufa'’.

Finally, on the 4th of February, 1854, the Civil Governor reported to
the Orenburg and Samara Governor-General that ‘the nobleman Edward
Zheligowski arrived from Orenburg to the city of Ufa on the 28th of
January [...]""

That was the beginning of Zheligowski’s life in Ufa, which by the
middle of the 19th century became the cultural centre of the vast Orenburg
region. Here there was the residence of the civil Governor where the
civilian control of the vast province was concentrated, and so there was
a constantly need in educated officials; there were many educational
institutions, theatre, and the only for the rest of the province newspaper —
‘Open0Oyprckue rybepHckue Begomocti’ was published'.

Unlike Petrozavodsk, where Zheligowski lived only on the scanty
funds sent by his mother, in Ufa he was allowed to serve and on the 20th of
March he was accepted into the office of Vice-Governor E. I. Baranovsky.
In the Address-calendar of the Orenburg region for 1858, it is recorded
that Eduard Yulianovich Zheligowski (as he was called in Ufa) served
as a junior official on special assignments under the Civil Governor
I. M. Potulov. Although he was receiving a salary then, it was clear from
the correspondence of the offices of the Olonets and Orenburg provinces
concerning the recovery of Zheligowski's travel allowance for moving from
Petrozavodsk to Orenburg that it was only four years after his arrival in
Orenburg that he was able to settle accounts with the Olonets authorities.

E. I Baranovsky, under whom Zheligowski served, played a significant
role in his fate. On the recommendation of Baranovsky, the new Civil
Governor I. M. Potulov, transferred Edward to the position of junior official

° “Bce MHe IIOMOIIIb HeCyT Oe3 Mephr’.

10 Ibidem, sheets 13-13v, 14, 15-15v, 19, 22-22v, 25, 28-28v, 32.

1 ‘gro aBopsHUH DaBaps Keamrosckuit mpubeia mus Openbypra B ropog Yy
28 rensaps [...]". Ibidem, sheet 37.

12 Ouepxu no ucmopuu baurkupckoii ACCP, vol. 1, part 2, Ya 1959.
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of special assignments under the governor. For Zheligowski, the new
position meant the possibility of leaving Ufa, a decent salary of 215 rubles
(the same amount for renting housing). Zheligowski became an assistant
to the Vice-Governor, who launched a fight against officials caught in
bribery, etc. Baranovsky removed 55 officials only ‘for covetousness’.
Thanks to the friendly support of the Vice-Governor, the exiled man under
police supervision was able to go on business trips, get acquainted with
the life of the region, meet with his compatriots, and took part in a literary
and ethnographic expedition organized by the Ministry of Marine Affairs
to “study the life of inhabitants engaged in seamanship and fishing [...]"".

The poems, written in Ufa and dedicated to Ekaterina Karlovna
Baranovskaya, as well as the poems dedicated to her sister, allow us to
conclude that Zheligowski was as a guest in the house of the Vice-Governor.

However, the materials of the archive case already mentioned indicate
that Zheligowski felt dissatisfied with his work in Ufa and wanted to serve
his exile in Orenburg.

We quote lines from Zheligowski’s letter, dated September 22, 1854,
addressed to the Governor-General V. A. Perovsky'*: ‘Being in the region
where Your Excellency is the head, I decided to address You. [...] The
current situation is deplorable for me and morally kills. It is difficult to
imagine what I went through and am going through after trying to learn
something all my life, getting used to intellectual life, in the best society,
and now, when I feel the strength to be useful for good deeds, I have no
opportunities to do so and spend my days in a painful stagnation that
condemns me to death [...]"". In the letter, E. Zheligowski asked the
Governor for a meeting, but the addressee did not receive a response,
which means that he did not receive an audience.

Another memo to the same address Zheligowski wrote almost a year
later — on the 9th of June 1855. In it, he “asks for relief from his fate’!¢, asks

B ‘yccaeaoBaHms ObITa XKUTEAEN, 3aHUMAIOIIVIXCS MOPCKUM 4€10M VI PBI00A0BCTBOM
[...]". H. Memepckuit, M.J. Muxaiiros u ezo AumepamypHas komanduposka ¢ OpenOypzckuil
xpait, ‘Crennslie orun’ 1941, 4, pp. 152-181.

4 GAQOQO, f. 6, inv. 18, ref. no. 253, sheets 47-48.

5 “Haxoasch B Kpae, rae Barrie BRICOKOITPEBOCXOAUTEABCTBO SBAAETCA I1aBOTA, 5 P
obparutbca K Bam. [...] CosaaBieecs moaoKeHUe sBASETCA A4Sl MeHs ILAauyeBHBIM
1 MOpaabHO yousaeT. TpyAHO ITpeAcTaBUTh ceOe, UTO s TepesknA U IepeKIBalo I10C/1e TOTO,
Kak BCIO >KI3Hb CTapaAcs 4eMy-HIOyAb HaydUTHCS, TTPUBBIK K KM3HU MHTEAAeKTyaAbHOTA,
B AydIlleM ODIIlecTBe, a Telleph, KOT4a YyBCTBYIO B ce0e CIABI OBITH ITOAE3HBIM 4451 A00PBIX
Ae, He VIMeI0 HMKaKIX BO3MOSKHOCTEN A5 DTOTO U IIPOBOXY CBOU AHM B 00/1€3HEHHOM
3acToe, oOpeKaloIeM MeHs Ha rubeas [...]".

16 ‘ycrrpamuBaeTt 06AerdeHyIs CBOelt yuacTi’.
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to ‘get rid of [...] the painful [...] police supervision’"”. From the archive
file, it follows that, having received a memo from Zheligowski, the
Governor ‘was in communication with the Head of the 3rd Department
of His Imperial Majesty's Own Chancellery’*®, and Count Orlov wrote
that he “finds it inconvenient to petition at the present time on the said
subject’*’.

The documents of the archive case show that many people applied for
the transfer of E. Zheligowski to Orenburg. He was added to the staff of the
civil governor's office on the 20th of March 1854, almost immediately after
his arrival. But the correspondence about Zheligowski's ‘arrangement of
life” (that “all efforts to find service in the place of residence are useless due
to the concentration of only places of provincial administration in Ufa’,
and, therefore, he should be returned to Orenburg, where he could ‘apply
his knowledge’*') continued for another six months, even more. This “trick’,
quite obviously, was arranged by friends-well-wishers not without the
participation of Baranovsky. He had already known that Zheligowski was
on his staff! But — he knew and understood something else: in Orenburg,
with its large ‘community” of political exiles, the environment for the poet
is much more favourable.

And later, when Zheligowski had already established himself in Ufa,
Egor Ivanovich repeatedly asked Perovsky for “merciful intercession [...]
about easing his fate’*.

In the archive case there is a curious letter, written on the 3rd of
October 1854 by a well-known scientist-orientalist V. V. Grigoriev, to V.
A. Perovsky, in which he writes that “‘would willingly offer the exile the
position of an assistant of the head of the Border Commission’®, but does
not know whether Zheligowski, being under police supervision, has the
right to serve “all over the Orenburg region, or only in Ufa’*.

7 ‘y36aBUTH [...] OT TATOCTHOTO [...] MOAMIIETICKOTO Haa30pa’.

8 ‘pxoagua B cHomleHme c T. [aaBHOHavyaabcTByIOmmMM Hag 3-M  OrleseHuem
CobcrBennoin Ero Vimneparopckoro Beanuecrsa Kanneaspun'.

¥ “HaxoAUT HEYyJO0HBIM XOJaTallCTBOBATh B HACTO:dINEee BpeMs II0 O3HaueHHOMY
npeamerty’. Ibidem, sheets 58-58v, 60-60v.

20 “pce cTapaHMS IIPUUCKATD CAYKOY B MecTe KUTeALCTBa OeCII0Ae3HHI IT0 COCPe0TO-
9uio B Ye AnIIL MecT ryOepHCKOro yIIpaBAeHus .

2! 'IIpMMEeHUTH CBOV 3HAHM .

2 'MMAOCTUBOTO XoJaTaiicTBa [...] 06 obaeryenun ero ydactu’. /.H. Boabmraxos,
Iobpamumui, in: Io caedam opendypecxoit sumol. Krnuea noucxos, Heaadbunck 1968, p. 140.

# ‘OXOTHO TIpeAAOXMA OBl CCBIABHOMY MeCTO IIOMOIIHMKA CTOJAOHavyaAbHIMKA
B [Torpanmunoit komuccnm’.

% “po BceM OpeHOyprckoM Kpae 1au ToApKo B ogHoit Yde'. GAOO, f. 6, inv. 18, ref. no.
253, sheets 46-46v.
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But the address of the exile was still Ufa. It is necessary to say that paid
service gave the poet the opportunity to engage in literary work. In Ufa,
Zheligowski writes new poems, prepares a collection of Cmuxomsoperus
Anmonust Cosvt [Poems of Antoni Sowa], works on the novel Cezodns u 6uepa
[Today and Yesterday], translates into Polish the poems by I. A. Nekrasov, T.
Shevchenko's poem Kamepuma [Katerina] and a number of poems from his
Kob3apv [Kobzar], writes his own poems, which later sounded in Russian
thanks to A. Pleshcheyev, S. Kirsanov and others.

In the analysed case ‘On the transfer to the Orenburg province for
residence of a nobleman Zheligowski, who was in Petrozavodsk under the
supervision of the police’” there is a document that in 1857 Zheligowski
went to St. Petersburg on his official leave and did not return®. Later, the
failure to appear was recognized as legal, because his illness was certified
by the chief doctor of the St. Petersburg police.

Thus, Zheligowski's Orenburg exile lasted almost four years: he arrived
in Orenburg in July 1853, and left Ufa in early 1857.

After arriving in St. Petersburg, E. Zheligowski joined the chancellery
of civil governor, began publishing his works, and became the editor and
publisher of the Polish newspaper ‘Stowo’, which was banned after the first
fifteen issues were published®. On the pages of the newspaper Zheligowski
called for the unification of Polish and Russian in the revolutionary struggle,
the rapprochement of the cultures of the two peoples.

In January 1860, Zheligowski went abroad to resume publishing
a Polish newspaper, began working on a poem about the Decembrists,
and met with A. I. Herzen. Zheligowski died in exile in Geneva on the 29th
of December 1864.

(translated by LINGUA LAB)

‘O nepesoje B OpeHOYprckylo ryOepHMIO Ha >KUTEABCTBO COCTOSBIIETO B T.
IleTposzaBojcke 1104 HagzopoM noaunym AsopsanHa JKeanrosckoro’. GAOQ, f. 6, inv. 18,
ref. no. 253.

% Ibidem, sheet 72.

7 K. Groniowski, Préba stworzenia polskiego os$rodka naukowego w Petersburgu przed
1863 r., ‘Kwartalnik Historii Nauki i Techniki’ 1962, 7, 4, p. 462.
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STRESZCZENIE

Na podstawie dokumentéw archiwalnych w artykule zostat zrekonstruowany okres
zycia polskiego zestarica - Edwarda Zeligowskiego — w Kraju Orenburskim w latach 1853~
1857. Opisano krag sprzyjajacych mu osob, ktére przyczynity sie do ztagodzenia jego kary.
Ukazano réwniez mechanizm jego powotania na rosyjskie stanowisko panstwowe w cza-
sie przebywania na zestaniu.

Stowa kluczowe: Edward Zeligowski, zestanie, Kraj Orenburski, Polacy, urzednik do
zadan specjalnych, akulturacja
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