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ABSTRACT

The author of the article presents changes that took place in the textbook depictions
of women — counted among the antiheroines of Polish History — from 1918 to 1939. The
starting point are 19th-century compilations, in which the authors” attention was focused
on prominent queens of the Early Modern era: Bona Sforza, Maria Ludwika Gonzaga, and
Maria Kazimiera de La Grange d’Arquien. The attitudes of the authors of historical and
educational compilations created after Poland regained its independence towards these
women was the result of various factors, but also a proof of acceptance of women’s new
roles in the newly united — among others, through historical education — society. This ap-
plied particularly to those women'’s roles that evoked social resistance, as they were linked
to involvement in politics, which was viewed as a space for men’s activity.
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320 MARIOLA HOSZOWSKA

The article emphasises comparative concepts to clearly delineate differences between
what was typical of educational framing pre- and post-1918. The author analyzed 30 histo-
ry textbooks written in the first and second decade of Poland Reborn, addressed to children
and youth in primary, gymnasium and secondary schools. The article serves as a search
for the answers to the following questions: 1. In what way were ambitious women rulers
perceived in different political conditions, i.e. in a situation of formal equality of the politi-
cal rights of women and men? 2. How different were textbooks in the Pitsudski-reformed
schools from those used earlier? 3. To what extent did the reorientation of the educational
ideal of the 1930s influence the image of the politically involved Polish queens of the Early
Modern era?

Key words: history of women, history education, Second Polish Republic, Bona Sfo-
rza d’Aragona, Maria Ludwika Gonzaga, Maria Kazimiera d’Arquien

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

In 1918, Polish women gained active and passive voting rights. They
had sought greater agency for at least a hundred years, considering the
national women'’s education program developed by Klementyna Hoffman
(née Tanska), the woman who had the strongest influence on her country-
women’s ideas of their duties in the first half of the 19th century'. The
generation of Taniska’s pupils, gathered around Narcyza Zmichowska, ex-
pected more than just ‘being secondary in society’?, much as the next gen-
eration, whose representatives, including Paulina Kuczalska-Reinschmitt
and Maria Turzyma, set as their goal the equal rights of women in the area
of politics®. Polish feminists at the turn of the 19th and 20th century did not
reject the category of sacrifice, and speaking about the desired ideal, they
emphasized: “‘Women were sometimes able to rise up to such a degree
of self-forgetfulness that their individual lives could not be distinguished
from the national life. And only such a complete devotion to the affairs
of the general public can allow us to completely understand them. Only
giving oneself to them with one’s heart will create the awareness of the
national ideal .

! J.E. Dabrowska, Klementyna. Rzecz o Klementynie z Taniskich Hoffmanowej, Biatystok 2008.

2 M. Romankéwna, Sprawa Entuzjastek, ‘Pamietnik Literacki” 1957, 48, 1-2, pp. 516-
537; M. Kurkowska, Narcyza Zmichowska w $rodowisku warszawskim lat czterdziestych XIX
w., in: Kobieta i $wiat polityki. Polska na tle poréwnawczym w XIX i w poczqtkach XX w. Zbior
studidw, vol. 3, eds. A. Zarnowska, A. Szwarc, Warszawa 1994, pPp. 235-244.

* K. Sierakowska, Aspiracje polityczne Zwigzku Réwnouprawnienia Kobiet Polskich, in:
Kobieta i swiat, pp. 245-253; A. Gornicka-Boratynska, Cztery projekty emancypacyjne (1863—
1939), Izabelin 2001, pp. 82-145.

* “Kobiety wznie$¢ sie niekiedy potrafily do takiego zapomnienia o sobie samych,
ze ich indywidualnego zycia od zycia narodowego wyodrebnic¢ nie bylo podobna. I tylko
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ANTIHEROINES OF EARLY MODERN POLISH HISTORY IN THE TEXTBOOKS... 321

The emancipation of women in Poland under the partitions was influ-
enced not only by individual and group initiatives of women from land-
owner and intelligentsia circles, but also socio-economic and civilisational
transformations related to advancing democratization of society. Emanci-
pation trends and the organized women’s movement in the 19th and 20th
century, which grew in many countries of Europe and in North America,
also affected the women in Poland.

The goal of each partitioning power was to link new Polish subjects
with their own societies through the school system®. After 1795, Poles faced
areal threat of denationalisation. Although the attempts of the partitioning
countries in this aspect evolved, there was no unrestricted school education
(the most favourable situation developed under the Habsburg reign from
the 1860s on)”. An important supplement to it, particularly in the situation
of increasing denationalisation, was private education: home and secret,
in the form of youth self-education circles and illegal lessons®.

In the 19th century, history played a leading role among other sciences’. In
the era of national captivity, the history of Poland had a particular significance
in the shaping of national and historical consciousness. Historians — with all
the implicit stipulations of this concept in the 19th century — were expected
not only to explain the reasons for the fall of the state, which became the axis

— dodawata Zofia Daszynska-Golinska — takie zupelne zapatrzenie si¢ w sprawy ogétu
uzdolni¢ moze do ich calkowitego zrozumienia. Tylko oddanie si¢ im sercem catym
stworzy $wiadomos¢ narodowego idealu’. Z. Daszynska-Golinska, Kobieta obywatelka, in:
Gtos kobiet w kuwestii kobiecej, Krakéw 1903, p. 201.

> N. Koestler, Kobiety polskie miedzy spoleczenstwem tradycyjnym a nowoczesnym, in:
Kobieta i edukacja na ziemiach polskich w XIX 1 XX wieku. Zbior studiéw, vol. 2, part 2, eds.
A. Zarnowska, A. Szwarc, Warszawa 1995, pp. 25-33.

¢ S. Mozdzen, Zarys historii wychowania, part 2, Wiek XIX —do 1918 roku, Kielce 1995.

7 ]. Maternicki, Dydaktyka historii w Polsce 1773-1918, Warszawa 1974; Cz. Majorek,
Historia utylitarna i erudycyjna. Szkolna edukacja historyczna w Galicji (1772-1918), Warszawa
1990; A. Puszka, Nauczyciele historii i geografii paristwowych szkét srednich w Galicji w okresie
autonomicznym (1868-1914), Lublin 1999.

8 D. Wawrzykowska-Wierciochowa, Z dziejéw dawnych pensji zZernskich w Krélestwie
Polskim, ‘Rozprawy z Dziejow Oswiaty” 1967, 10, pp. 108-159; T. Klanowski, Germanizacja
gimnazjéw w Wielkim Ksigstwie Poznanskim i opor mlodziezy polskiej w latach 1870-1914 (na
przyktadzie Gimnazjum Marii Magdaleny w Poznaniu), Poznan 1962;]. Szews, Filomaci pomorscy.
Tajne zwiqzki mtodziezy polskiej na Pomorzu Gdanskim w latach 1830-1920, Warszawa 1992;
J. Kulczycki, Strajki szkolne zaborze pruskim 1901-1907, Poznan 1993; A. Ladyzynski, Rola
rodziny w ksztattowaniu postaw religijnych i patriotycznych w zaborze austriackim (1772-1914),
in: Rodzina jako $rodowisko wychowawcze w czasach nowozytnych, ed. J. Jakubiak, Bydgoszcz
1995, pp. 96-105; A. Winiarz, Nauczanie domowe dzieci polskich w dobie niewoli narodowej
(1795-1918), in: Nauczanie domowe dzieci polskich od XVIII do XX wieku. Zbiér studiéw, eds.
J. Jakubiak, A. Winiarz, Bydgoszcz 2004, pp. 166-190.

® D.R. Kelly, Losy historii. Badanie przesztosci od Herdera do Huizingi, Warszawa 2010.
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322 MARIOLA HOSZOWSKA

of conflict among researchers of the past', but also to strengthen the feeling of
worth of their countrymen, which was denied Poles by the partitioners, who
argued the inferiority of Polish history and culture. Writing “to lift up hearts’
— calculated at the turn of the 19th and 20th century to reach ever wider circles
of society — gave rise to the phenomenon of researchers taking on the roles of
‘guides” and ‘servants’ of the nation'. Many historians writing in the post-
partition era did not hold back from giving warnings, cautioning and mor-
alising in their writings. After 1795, the functions of historiography went far
beyond determining the ‘truth” about the past, the leaning of which grew in
certain political conditions to the rank of a national duty. ‘Academic” history
was an important tool of shaping group ideas and moods'.

19TH-CENTURY POLISH HISTORY TEXTBOOKS

The same applied, to even greater degree, to school textbooks, which are
a specific form of historical writing. They are secondary to historical works
and their authors — apart from cognitive purposes — are guided by didactic
and educational goals®. At the same time, textbooks have a powerful
effect on the shaping of the historical consciousness of a society'*. Counted
among the oldest didactic aids', they became widespread during the reign
of Stanistaw II August, in connection with the Commission of National
Education reforms and history being made a mandatory teaching subject'.

10" Historycy o historii. Od Adama Naruszewicza do Stanistawa Ketrzynskiego 1775-1918,
collected by, with introduction and commentary by M.H. Serejski, Warszawa 1963; A.F.
Grabski, Zarys historii historiografii polskiej, Poznan 2000, pp. 112-153.

1 J. Maternicki, ‘Historyk stugq narodu’. Poglady Adama Naruszewicza, Joachima Lelewela,
Tadeusza Korzona i Szymona Askenazego, in: Historia. Mentalnos¢. Tozsamos¢. Miejsce i rola
historii i historykdw w Zyciu narodu polskiego i ukrainskiego w XIX i XX wieku, eds. J. Pisulinska,
P. Sierzega, L. Zaszkilniak, introduction J. Maternicki, Rzeszow 2008, pp. 44-77; idem,
Historia i Zycie narodu. Poglady i postawy historykéw polskich XIX i XX w., Rzeszéw 2009.

12 This also applied to the image of ambitious queens of the Early Modern era created
by researchers and enthusiasts of history. For more, see: E. Janeczek-Jabtonska, Staropolskie
kobiety wtadzy w historiografii polskiej doby zaboréw, £.6dz 2019, pp. 136-154, 230242, 284-295.

B3 Textbook narratives are the source of various myths and stereotypes, including those
related to gender. For more, see: M. Szymczak, Kobiety w polskich programach i podrecznikach
do nauczania historii dla szkoly sredniej po Il wojnie Swiatowej, Zielona Géra 2011.

1 J. Maternicki, Wieloksztattnos¢ historii, Warszawa 1990, pp. 78-96.

5 The first textbook written especially for the students of the Academic Gymnasium
in Gdansk is Joachim Pastorius’ textbook entitled Florus Polonius seu Polonica historiae
epitome nova (Lejda 1641), which saw five editions, used in the 18th century. For more, see:
K. Kubik, Joachim Pastorius, gdanski pedagog XVII wieku, Gdansk 1970.

16 The Jesuits (1739) introduced the first systematic teaching of history in their reformed
colleges. A year later, the Piarists did so as well. For more, see: K. Puchowski, Edukacja
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ANTIHEROINES OF EARLY MODERN POLISH HISTORY IN THE TEXTBOOKS... 323

19th-century textbooks used in Polish lands under the partitions were
subject to various ancillary issues and were usually censored. There were
cases when their use was prohibited, which after the November Uprising
affected the best compilation at the time, Joachim Lelewel’s Dzieje potoczne’,
and several years earlier, the innovative textbook by Izabela Czartoryska,
written with peasant readers in mind™.

On the one hand, textbooks were under the pressure of tradition, and on
the other hand — with a certain delay — undergone sort of transformation,
subject to new standards of discussing the past. In 19th-century historical
and educational texts, the women who held power most frequently
appeared in many roles: wives, mothers, mothers-in-law, sisters, etc.
However, the most important issue that frequently determined how they
were perceived and judged, was the influence they exerted — or attempted
to exert — on the course of political events. The socially accepted activities
of women in the public sphere were, in the case of the women rulers,
associated with piety, charitable work, as well as religious and secular
patronage. The icon of this activity was Jadwiga of Poland. The women
monarchs of the Early Modern era, serving as antiheroines — Bona Sforza,
Maria Ludwika and Maria Kazimiera — remained as contradictions®.
They all came from countries in which women played a significant role
in politics®. The system in Poland set a secondary role for the wife of the
ruler. Anna Jagiellon — like Jadwiga of Poland — formally became ‘king’

historyczna w kolegiach jezuickich Rzeczypospolitej, Gdansk 1999; K. Wrébel-Lipowa, Collegium
Nobilium czaséw Stanistawa Konarskiego szkotq patriotyzmu i wychowania obywatelskiego, in:
Szkolnictwo pijarskie w czasach minionych a wspdtczesne problemy edukacji historycznej, vol. 1,
eds. K. Wrébel-Lipowa, M. Ausz, Krakéw-Lublin 2010, pp. 33—46.

7 J. Maternicki, W. Gérczyniski, Po upadku panstwa, in: J. Maternicki, Cz. Majorek,
W. Gorczynski, Historia jako zadanie wychowawcze. Edukacja historyczna miodziezy w latach
1773-1830, Warszawa 1988, pp. 221-235, 282-294.

8 W. Gorczynski, Pielgrzym w Dobromilu... Izabeli z Flemingéw Czartoryskiej — pierwsza
proba popularyzacji historii ojczystej w Srodowisku wiejskim, in: Miedzy historiq a edukacjq
historyczng, ed. V. Julkowska, Poznan 2003, pp. 30-45; B. Wozniczka-Paruzel, ‘Dzieje ojczyste
dla ludu’ doby romantyzmu, Wroctaw 1990; M. Hoszowska, Kobiety w pisarstwie historyczno-
dydaktycznym Izabeli Czartoryskiej, in: O kobietach. Studia i szkice. Wiek XIX i XX, ed. J. Hoff,
Rzeszow 2011, pp. 47-74.

¥ For more, see: M. Hoszowska, Kobiety w podrecznikach historii ojczystej XIX stulecia.
Uwagi metodologiczne, ‘Kultura i Historia” 2004, 6, http://www kulturaihistoria.umcs.lublin.
pl/archives/166 [accessed on: 1 XI 2020]; eadem, Dziewietnastowieczne polskie podreczniki
historii a narracje o kobietach, in: Galicja i jej dziedzictwo, vol. 24, Kobieta w Galicji. Nowoczesnos¢
i tradycja, eds. J. Kaminska-Kwak, S. Kozak, D. Opaliniski, Rzeszéw 2016, pp. 455-471.

2 M. Bogucka, Kobieta a swiat polityki w XVI-XVIII wieku, in: eadem, Gorsza ptec. Kobieta
w dziejach Europy od antyku po wiek XXI, Warszawa 2006, pp. 181-206; eadem, Biafogfown
w dawnej Polsce. Kobieta w spoleczenistwie polskim XVI-XVIII wieku na tle poréwnawczym,
Warszawa 1998, pp. 208-223.
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324 MARIOLA HOSZOWSKA

after the escape of Henri de Valois; however, she had to account for the
politics of the nobles, mainly pursuing her aspirations in the religious and
charity spheres.

The negative perception of the ambitious queens in the textbooks was
significantly influenced by the myth of the Polish Mother?, popular among
women from the enlightened spheres, which emerged at the decline of
the Commonwealth. It was developed by the Romantics and remained
viable in the following centuries. It politicized the educational duties
of mothers and lifted up ordinary motherhood, giving it an exceptional
rank, motivated by obligations to the national community. It was a symbol
of readiness to raise children with a view to fighting for independence.
This myth allowed women to realize individual goals, in the sense of
gaining recognition in their own eyes, as well as communal — through
strengthening the resistance against the partitioners. At the same time, it
influenced the way in which figures who did not correspond to the model
matrix of heroism were presented and judged. One women who certainly
did not fit the myth was Maria Sobieska d’Arquien, about whom Teresa
Wodzicka née Potocka (1849-1935) did not hesitate to write, in a textbook
for young people, that she was a ‘bird-brained” queen®. In the 20th century,
Maria Kazimiera was the most criticized of the Polish queens®, and in
this respect, her only competition could be Catherine II. The situation was
different in the case of Bona Sforza and Maria Ludwika Gonzaga, against
whom criticism gradually weakened. When it came to the Italian queen,
Jedrzej Moraczewski (1802-1855), a Poznan-based Lelewelist, eloquently
commented on her departure from Poland and stripping it of its wealth:
‘This is what all these foreigners do: they lord it over us and leave with
money for their country; they could at least bless Poland for giving them
bread, but no! They still besmirch us, that it’s all bears and wolves, and
frost and snow all year round’*.

2 M. Hoszowska, Mit Matki Polki w dziewietnastowiecznych syntezach historycznych, in:
Mity i stereotypy w dziejach Polski i Ukrainy w XIX i XX wieku, eds. A. Czyzewski et al.,
Warszawa-1.6dz 2012, pp. 262-292.

22 She also emphasised that ‘takie istoty musza by¢ szkodliwe w rodzinie, a c6z
dopierona tronie!” ['such creatures must do harm in a family, not to mention on a throne!’].
T. Wodzicka z Potockich, Historia polska dla dorastajgcej miodziezy, part 4, Krakow 1904,
pp- 20-21.

2 M. Hoszowska, Sita tradycji, presja zycia. Kobiety w dawnych podrecznikach dziejéw
Polski (1795-1918), Rzeszéw 2005.

# ‘Tak to ci cudzoziemcy wszyscy robia: spanosza si¢ u nas i wyjezdzaja z pieniedzmi
do swego kraju; azeby cho¢ btogostawili Polske, Ze im data chleba, ale gdzie tam! Jeszcze
nas ogadaja, ze tu same niedzwiedzie i wilki, a mro6z i $nieg przez caty rok’. J]. Moraczewski,
Gospodarza Jedrzeja opowiadanie podtug starych ksigg polskich. Jaka to dawniej byta Polska i jacy
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However, Wodzicka, critical of independent queens, emphasized that
for 30 years Bona was a faithful wife to Zygmunt I and cared for him until
his death, ‘not just with the love of a wife, but the diligence of a servant’>.
She also expressed the belief that future research would ‘clear Bona of
many accusations levelled against her: after all, no one today believes’, she
added, ‘that she was a poisoner’*. For the author, the exemplary fulfilment
of a wife’s duties was one of the most important criteria for evaluating
women?. In turn, August Sokolowski (1846-19210 praised the Italian
queen’s talent in managing her property: ‘She runs an exemplary economy,
populates empty areas, brings in settlers, fortifies castles, builds bridges
and dikes, and takes care of all of this by herself, without depending on
secretaries and officials’*.

The more balanced evaluations of Maria Ludwika, in turn, were strongly
influenced by historians of the Krakow school: Jézef Szujski and especially
Michat Bobrzynski, whose assessments of the queen were largely devoid of
the negative, and her proposal for a vivente rege election was judged as an
important step on the path to limiting the anarchy of the nobility®. This point
of view was recognized by textbook authors, while Walery Przyborowski
(1845-1913) even wrote about the “unjustly slandered queen’®. However,
the greatest admirer of the queen was Michat Chylinski (1856-1925), who
adapted Bobrzynski’s synthesis for the needs of gymnasium students, and
who appreciated the wife of two Vasa kings for her mature age, ambition,
‘sophisticated mind’, perseverance in her pursuit of her goals, as well as her
‘great sense of the power of the government and the independence of royal
authority’. He described the plan for the double election as an attempt to
‘remove one of the main rules of anarchy”'.

However, the 19th-century textbook compilations were dominated by
those in which more positive judgments were reserved only for Maria

byli starzy Polacy, book 3, Poznan 1854, pp. 29-30.

» T. Wodzicka z Potockich, op. cit., part 2, p. 60.

% [bidem, p. 56.

¥ This also applied to the perception of Maria Ludwika, who was said to feel a kind
of pitying friendship for Jan II Kazimierz, showing solidarity with her husband in a trying
time. Ibidem, part 3, pp. 307-308.

# ‘Prowadzi ona gospodarke wzorowa, zaludnia puste obszary, sprowadza
osadnikdw, obwarowywaé kaze zamki, budowa¢ mosty i groble, a wszystkiego tego
doglada sama osobiscie, nie spuszczajac si¢ na sekretarzy i urzednikow’. A. Sokotowski,
Dzieje Polski Ilustrowane, vol. 2, Wieden 1904, p. 605.

# M. Hoszowska, Mit, p. 282.

¥ W. Przyborowski, Dzieje Polski do r. 1772 opracowane dla mtodziezy, Warszawa 1879, p. 249.

3 [M. Chylinski], Dzieje ojczyste ze szczegolnym uwzglednieniem historii Galicji. Dzielo
prof. Uniwersytetu Jagiel. M. Bobrzyniskiego do uzytku wyzszych klas szkot srednich, Krakow
1879, pp. 237, 251-252, 254.
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Ludwika Gonzaga, largely for her sacrificial attitude during the Swedish
Deluge.

How were these queens presented in the textbooks of Poland Reborn? How
were the ambitious rulers perceived in the different political conditions, i.e.
in a situation of formal equality of women'’s and men’s political rights, which
did not mean equal chances?”. How different were textbooks in the Pitsudski-
reformed schools from those used earlier? To what extent did the reorientation
of the educational ideal of the 1930s influence the image of the queens?

In order to answer the above questions, the most frequently used
history books and methodological guidelines in primary and secondary
schools of the Second Polish Republic were analyzed. For the first decade
of Poland Reborn, in addition to new compilations, selected editions of
19th-century textbooks, rewritten and adapted to the new conditions, were
considered®. In total, more than 30 textbooks were analyzed: 16 from the
1920s and 14 from the 1930s*, 3 popular and supplementary compilations,
as well as methodological guidelines and history education compilations.

The analysis indicates the modest presence of energetic Polish women
leaders of the Early Modern era in textbooks from 1918-1939. Bona Sforza
d’Aragona, whose image has significantly evolved in compilations for the
Pitsudski-reformed schools, was the most widely taken into account™®.
There was much less interest in Maria Kazimiera, and little or no interest
in Maria Ludwika.

PRIMARY SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS: THE 1920S

As far as primary school textbooks are concerned, we should begin with
the 1921 third-grade text*® by prominent Warsaw historian Wiadystaw

2 M. Pietrzak, Sytuacja prawna kobiet w Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej, in: Réwne prawa
i nieréwne szanse. Kobiety w Polsce migdzywojennej. Zbior studiow, eds. A. Zarnowska,
A. Szwarc, Warszawa 2000, pp. 77-91.

# These were textbooks by Zuzanna Morawska and Anatol Lewicki.

* 17 textbooks were intended for primary schools, 11 for gymnasiums and 2 for
secondary schools.

* For more about the reform, see: J. Sadowska, Ku szkole na miare Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej.
Geneza, zatozenia, realizacja reformy Jedrzejowiczowskiej, Biatystok 2001; Z. Osinski, Janusz
Jedrzejewicz pitsudczyk i reformator edukacji (1885-1951), Lublin 2007, pp. 133-163, 193-196.

% In the opinion of Hanna Konopka, it was more useful help for teachers, especially
those less well prepared, than a typical book for students. It covered the entire Polish
history in 33 chapters (from the Slavs to the restoration of independence) and was adapted
to the 1920 programme. H. Konopka, Edukacja historyczna w polskich szkotach powszechnych
1918-1939, Bialystok 1987, p. 143.
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Smolenski (1851-1926)¥, who was a proponent of national education®,
believing that the goal of history was not so much a judgment but an un-
derstanding of the culture and spirit of the nation. Although the publish-
ers — Gebethner and Wolff — emphasized in the foreword that the episodic
framing of the history of Poland brings ‘to the fore the prominent figures
of outstanding men, who stood at the head of the nation in both easy and
difficult times of its historical development’®, the author completely omit-
ted the Vasa kings on the Polish throne, which meant that there could be
no mention of Maria Ludwika either. There was also nothing about Bona
Sforza, although Zygmunt II August and the Union of Lublin were dis-
cussed. When writing about Jan III Sobieski and quoting fragments of the
king’s famous letter from Vienna, Smoleniski barely mentioned his wife,
without giving her name®.

That same year in Warsaw saw the publication of the fifth edition of
stories for home and school by writer, teacher and education activist
connected with the National Democracy, Zuzanna Morawska (1840-1922),
who, with children in mind, described ‘milestones from the past [...] of the
nation’*, bringing the narrative up to 1918. Her depictions of the country’s
history repeat the 19th-century accusations against Bona* and Maria

¥ For more, see: M. Wierzbicka, Wiadystaw Smoleriski, Warszawa 1980.

*# Chapter one, entitled ‘Kto ma prawo do nazwy Polaka?” concluded: “Ten jest
prawdziwym Polakiem, kto kocha ojczyzne, pracujac dla niej i w obronie jej oddajac mienie
i zycie’ [A real Pole is the one who loves their homeland, working for it and giving up their
property and life to defend it']. W. Smoleniski, Historia Polski, 3rd edition, Warszawa 1923, p. 8.

¥ ’'na pierwszy plan wybitne postaci znakomitych mezéw, ktdrzy stali na czele narodu
zaréwno w jasnych, jak i w ciezkich czasach jego rozwoju historycznego’. Ibidem, pp. 3—4.

40 Ibidem, p. 101.

4 ‘wybitniejsze chwile z przesziosci [...] narodu’. Z. Morawska, Opowiadania z dziejow
ojczystych dla domu i szkoty [...], 5th edition corrected and supplemented, Warszawa 1921, p. 3.

42 Morawska wrote about Bona as following, in the context of Zygmunt’s domestic
problems: ‘Ozenit si¢ powtornie z Bona, Wloszka, spokrewniong z cesarzem niemieckim.
Bona znosita sie potajemnie z Niemcami i wtracala si¢ w sprawy kraju, co czynito wielkie
zamieszanie. Ze za$ byta wielce chciwa i na wladze i na pieniadze, brata od niecnych
ludzi zaplate za wyrabianie urzedéw przy dworze, miata wiec z nich zausznikéw, ktorzy
wszystko po jej woli czynili. Wskutek tego powstaly na dworze Zygmunta i wstretne intrygi
i wichrzenia, niebywate dotad u naszych monarchéw. Bona miata kilka corek i Zle sie z niemi
obchodzita, a syna Zygmunta, jedynaka, ktéry mial po ojcu panowaé, wychowywata, nie
pozwalajac, zeby si¢ uczyl rycerskiego rzemiosta i przestawat z madrymi i mitujacymi kraj
ludzmi, a to w tym celu, aby mogta potem za niego rzadzi¢. Wszystko to zniechecato naréd
do krdla [...]' [[He remarried, taking as wife Bona, an Italian, related to the German emperor.
Bona secretly colluded with the Germans and interfered in matters of state, which caused
great confusion. As she was very greedy, both for power and for money, she took payment
from wicked people for the establishment of court offices, and so had them as her agents,
who did everything she wanted. As a result of this, nasty intrigues and discord arose in
the court of Zygmunt I, something never before seen with our monarchs. Bona had several
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Kazimiera®: bad wives, mothers and queens. On the other hand, in the
spirit of views gaining recognition in the period of Positivism and Neo-
Romanticism, the author wrote about Maria Ludwika and her generosity
in the era of the Deluge, when, as she argued, ‘the wife of Jan II Kazimierz
gave away all her jewels, which proves that she understood her duties to
the country’*.

A collection of readings, stories, poems and songs* by teacher,
journalist and women’s movement activist Julia Kisielewska (1874-1943)
was intended for the fourth grade as an aid for teachers, as well as home
and school reading material for students. The first part, which covered
the history of Poland from legendary rulers to the January Uprising,
lacked even the briefest mention of Bona and Maria Ludwika. However,
the discussion of Jan III Sobieski and his victory at the Battle of Vienna
included a passage about a letter to ‘his beloved Marysienka’*. The same
was the case in the second part, which referred to the election times and
the reign of Jan II Kazimierz and Jan III Sobieski, mainly in the military
context. The ranks of national heroes — alongside Emilia Plater — included
Regina née Herburt, wife of Crown Hetman and Chancellor Stanistaw
Zotkiewski?.

daughters and treated them badly, and she raised her only son, Zygmunt, who was to rule
after his father, not letting him learn the knightly craft or associate with the wise people
who loved their country, so that she could later rule instead of him. All this made the nation
hostile towards the king [...]']. Ibidem, pp. 32-34. About Zygmunt II August, she wrote that
although Bona ‘wychowywata go na niedolege, okazat si¢ w wielu razach dos¢ stanowczym’
[‘raised him to be a weakling, he turned out to be quite strict in many cases’]. Ibidem, p. 34.

# The author accused Marysienika of breaking the alliance with France, which was
beneficial to the country: “kobieta chytra obrazila si¢ na kréla francuskiego, Ludwika XIV,
Ze ojca jej nie chcial mianowac ksieciem, i poty intrygowata i namawiata meza, az zawart
przymierze z Austrig’ [‘the greedy woman resented the French King Louis XIV for not
wanting to make her father a duke, and plotted and persuaded her husband until he made
an alliance with Austria’]. Ibidem, p. 58. She also mentioned that Maria Kazimiera poisoned
Sobieski’s latter years with intrigues and domestic squabbles, which ‘wpedzito kréla do
grobu’ [‘put the king into his grave’]. Ibidem, p. 60.

# “zona Jana Kazimierza oddata wszystkie swoje klejnoty, co daje dowdd, ze rozumiata
swoje obowiazki dla kraju’. Ibidem, p. 52.

¥ Kisielewska’s writings enjoyed great popularity and were continuously reprinted.
They were still used in primary schools in the 1956/36 school year.

¥ ]J. Kisielewska, W stuzbie Ojczyznie. Pogadanki historyczne dla IV oddziatu, edition
20 unaltered, part 1, Warszawa 1932, p. 88.

¥ The story recalls the merits of Zotkiewski, to whom Regina was supposed to be
a faithful companion and collaborator, a caring mother, a prudent magnate. Kisielewska
concluded: ‘Byla Zong wielkiego czlowieka, z ktérym wspolnie pracowata dla dobra
Ojczyzny i ludzko$ci, miata szczescie rodzinne, dobre i zdolne dzieci, cieszyla si¢ gleboka
miloscig i zaufaniem meza i szacunkiem ogdlnym; byta pania rozlegtych wtosci i wielkich
bogactw, ktéremi rozdrzadzata na pozytek kraju. Pod koniec Zycia poniosta dla Ojczyzny
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This is perhaps all the more interesting because in the collection of
stories from the history of his native country for students of primary and
secondary schools (1920), published together with his teacher Marian
Janelli (1873-1945), there was a mention of Jan II Kazimierz’'s wife, with
whom the ruler had to flee the country to escape the Swedes*, and of
the fact that he took his oath in her presence at the cathedral in Lviv¥.
Moreover, there were some critical comments regarding Bona: the greed
of the wife of Zygmunt I was most strongly emphasized™. In turn, her
relationship with her son was described as follows: ‘After the death of
Zygmunt the Old, his son, young King Zygmunt II August, was expected
to remove the evil Bona from power, and she was afraid of that’'. After the
death of Barbara RadziwiHt, the authors added, ‘Queen Bona, seeing that
she had lost her son’s heart, left Poland with an enormous treasure, which
never again returned to Poland’.

In historical readings for the fourth grade by Anna Fischeréwna, in
the section discussing Poland’s relations with neighbouring countries,
including the conflict with Sweden, there was no mention of Maria

najwiekszg ofiare: przezy¢ musiata nie tylko bohaterski zgon sedziwego matzonka, ale
i utrate wszelkich nadziei przez niespodziewang $mier¢ syna. Z catej rodziny pozostata
tylko coérka, Zofia Danifowiczowa, ktorej wnukiem byl pdzniejszy “‘Msciciel’, zwyciezca
Turkéw, Jan Sobieski’ ['She was the wife of a great man, with whom she worked together
for the good of the Homeland and humanity, she had family happiness, good and talented
children, she enjoyed the deep love and trust of her husband and general respect; she
was the mistress of vast estates and great riches, which she managed for the benefit of the
country. At the end of her life, she suffered the greatest sacrifice for her Homeland: not
only did she have to live through the heroic death of her elderly husband, but she also lost
all hope through the unexpected death of her son. Of the whole family, only the daughter
remained, Zofia Danifowiczowa, whose grandson was the later “Avenger’, the vanquisher
of the Turks, Jan Sobieski’]. J. Kisielewska, W stuzbie Ojczyzny. Pogadanki historyczne dla IV
oddziatu, edition 6 unaltered, part 2, Krakow 1929, p. 23.

% M. Janelli, ]. Kisielewska, Z dziejow ojczystych. Zbiér opowiadarn dla mlodziezy szkot
powszechnych i srednich, Lwéw—-Warszawa 1920, p. 75.

¥ Ibidem, p. 76.

* The authors wrote: ‘dumna i chciwa krolowa Bona opanowata sedziwego kroéla, do
urzeddéw dopuszczata tylko tych, co si¢ jej umieli przypodoba¢, a wszystkiemi sposobami
gromadzita dla siebie pienigdze i majatki. Takie postepowanie nie podobato sie szlachcie,
ktéra zaczela sig burzy¢ i glosno szemrac¢. Raz nawet pospolite ruszenie szlachty, obozujace
pod Lwowem, chcialo wszcza¢ wojne przeciw krélowi’ [‘the proud and greedy Queen
Bona controlled the aged king, only those who knew how to please her were allowed into
office, and she accumulated money and wealth for herself by any means. The nobility did
not like this, and they began to grow indignant and murmur loudly. Once even the mass
levy of the nobility, camped near Lviv, wanted to start a war against the king’]. Ibidem, pp.
54-55.

*t Ibidem, p. 55.

2 Ibidem.
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Ludwika. Bona appeared only in the description of Jan Matejko’s painting
The Prussian Homage>, and Maria Kazimiera featured anonymously, as the
beloved wife to whom Sobieski wrote ‘on the day of his glory” in Vienna.

Standing out among the materials for the fifth grade, the text by
gymnasium teacher Wtodzimierz Jarosz (1874-1948), who did not criticise
the Italian, but praised her. He believed that her arrival in Krakow was
beneficial for the civilisational development of the country, especially
since the queen’s estate was among the best developed in Poland™.

PRIMARY SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS: THE 1930S

How did the Pitsudski’s reform affect the depiction of ruling women
in primary school textbooks? It most influenced the portrayal of Zygmunt
I the Old’s wife.

The warmest description of the Italian woman was found in the text by
Hanna Pohoska (1895-1953), a Sanation-affiliated history education teacher
at the University of Warsaw, and teacher Maria Wysznacka. In a chapter ti-
tled Dwdr Zygmunta i Bony, the authors discussed the beauty and education
of the Lombardy duchess™, as well as her arrival in Poland in the company
of 300 Italians which meant, they emphasized, that she did not feel lonely.
Most of all, however, they wrote about the changes she initiated at the royal
court”. This included mentions of Italian fashion, such as gowns with deep

* The author wrote: ‘inni panowie dworu pruskiego stoja wsrdd znakomitych
Polakéw zgrupowanych okoto krélowej Bony. Krélowa jasniejaca uroda i przepysznym
strojem przybyla na uroczystos¢ w towarzystwie dam dworu’ [‘other lords of the Prussian
court stand among the distinguished Poles gathered around Queen Bona. The Queen,
radiant in beauty and clothing, arrived for the ceremony accompanied by her ladies in
waiting’]. A. Fischerowna, Druga czytanka historyczna dla IV-tej klasy szkét powszechnych, 3rd
edition, part 1, Przemys$l-Warszawa 1929, pp. 62-63.

% Ibidem, p. 22.

» W. Jarosz, Opowiadania z dziejow powszechnych i polskich dla kl. V szkét powszechnych.
Czes¢ I do czasow Stanistawa Augusta Poniatowskiego, Warszawa 1921, p. 104. The author
maintained his assessment in later textbooks for the reformed primary schools. Cf. idem,
Opowiadania z dziejéw powszechnych i polskich dla klasy V szkot powszechnych. Czesé I do czaséw
Stanistawa Augusta Poniatowskiego, 9th edition, Lwoéw 1933, pp. 137-138. At the same time,
there were no mentions of Maria Ludwika and Maria Kazimiera in this textbook.

% The authors wrote: "Wychowata si¢ wérdd arcydziel sztuki, poznata pigkna taciniska
mowe, czytata uczone ksiegi, grata na lutni i $nita dumne sny o panowaniu’ [‘She was raised
among artistic masterpieces, she learned the beautiful Latin language, read scholarly books,
played the lute and dreamt proud dreams of ruling’]. H. Pohoska, M. Wysznacka, Z naszej
przesztosci. Podrecznik do nauki historii dla V kl. szkot powszechnych, Warszawa 1934, p. 95.

7 We read: ‘Jadg wystanicy dworscy do Mediolanu i Rzymu po owoce, wina, materie
i klejnoty. Trzech kucharzy wloskich zada coraz nowych transportéw ryb, cukréw i korzeni na
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necklines, which won approval in the country®. The Italian queen also ap-
peared in the role of a caring mother®. Thanks to her, works on the recon-
struction of Wawel Castle began to move full steam ahead®. The figure of
the queen was also included in the description of the Prussian Homage®'.
However, it was not until the chapter Gospodarka Bony na Kresach Wschodnich
that the authors completed dotting the i’s. In a two-page-long description,
they went counter to the previously existing tales of a greedy egoist who got
rich at the expense of the nation®. Recalling that the wife of Zygmunt I held
the lease on many cities, they emphasized that she managed them all espe-
cially skillfully, although her true talent was fully revealed in the Eastern
Borderlands. Using the example of Podolia and the city of Bar, founded by
Bona, they showed how in two years — thanks to the energetic queen — a de-
fensive castle equipped with cannons was built, at the foot of which ‘a town
grew, and the surrounding areas grew populous and started developing’®.

stoty dworskie. Wiosi na dziedzincu ujezdzajg konie dla stajen zamkowych, ogrodnicy zaktadaja
ogrody, w ktorych uprawiaja przywiezione z Wloch rogliny jadalne, znane odtad pod nazwa
wloszcezyzny. O Wawelu réwniez nie zapomniata krélowa: we Flandrii zamawia 16 arrasow [...]
do przyozdobienia komnat, przez kilkanascie lat sprowadza z Wenecji barwne witraze i szklo
do okien, a kaflarze w Lowiczu robig ozdobne kafle do piecéow zamkowych. We Flandrii kupuje
krélowa obrazy, w Turcji kobierce, a od strony Wroctawia jada bryki, wiozace norymberskie
zegary, szkatuly, florencka bron i weneckie attasy. Dwor zas bawi sie przy kazdej okazji czasem
w zamku, a czasem na tonie pieknejnatury w niedalekich Niepotomicach’ [‘Court envoys are sent
to Milan and Rome for fruit, wine, fabrics and jewels. Three Italian cooks demand new transports
of fish, sugars and spices for the court tables. Italians break in horses for the castle stables in the
courtyard, while gardeners set up gardens where they grow edible plants brought from Italy,
now known as wloszczyzna [‘Italian stuff’]. The Queen has not forgotten about Wawel: she orders
16 tapestries from Flanders [...] to decorate the chambers, for several years she brings colourful
stained glass and glass for windows from Venice, and tile-makers in Lowicz make ornamental
tiles for the castle stoves. The queen buys paintings in Flanders, carpets in Turkey, and there
are carriages coming from Wroctaw carrying Nuremberg clocks, chests, Florentine weapons
and Venetian satins. The court partakes in revels on every occasion, sometimes in the castle and
sometimes in the bosom of beautiful nature in nearby Niepotomice']. Ibidem, pp. 95-96.

8 Ibidem, p. 96.

¥ During the ceremony of the hanging of the bell ‘Zygmunt’, the authors wrote,
‘Krélowa objawszy reka pierworodna swa cérke Izabelle, zdaje si¢ by¢ réwniez wzruszona’
[‘the queen, having embraced her first-born daughter Izabella, appears to be equally
moved']. Ibidem, p. 97.

0 Ibidem, p. 100.

ot Ibidem, p. 105.

6 It is interesting that in the methodological guidelines to H. Pohoska’s textbook, she
did not give up mentioning Bona’s egoism, although she stressed that students should
understand how much the Queen’s entrepreneurship lifted up the country economically.
H. Pohoska, Historia w szkole powszechnej. Wskazéwki metodyczne zastosowane do nowego
programu, Warszawa 1933, p. 60.

 ‘rozrastato sie¢ miasteczko, a okoliczne pustki zaludnily sie i zagospodarowaty’.
H. Pohoska, M. Wysznacka, op. cit., p. 109.
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As a result of these actions, they emphasized, the threat from the neigh-
bours decreased. The second example cited was the old castle on the rock in
Kremenets, Volhynia®. The authors argued that it was not until Bona who
‘fortified the entire top. Around the walls of the old castle, thirty-three large
brick chambers called horodnias were built. Every village of the poviat was
assigned a horodnia, which it was obliged to maintain. In case of invasion,
it served the village to store its property. By the order of the Queen, the cas-
tle towers were raised, and the roofs were covered with shingles. Wooden
pipes were used to carry rainwater away to a brick tank, which protected
the castle from drought'®.

Pohoska and Wysznacka also wrote that the queen ensured the
prosperity of the residents: the city was granted a salt warehouse privilege
and two markets. The Italian queen also did not forget about furnishings for
the church and monastery, as well as victims of fires, who were exempted
from taxes for several years. She also founded a hospital for the poor. The
description was capped with a general conclusion about Bona carrying
out a civilising mission in the Eastern Borderlands: ‘Poland strengthening
the prosperity of the Borderlands and managing them, consolidated its
reign over them’®. In such a framing, the Italian queen shed her negative
role and began functioning as a person of merit to the country®.

When it comes to Maria Ludwika, Pohoska and Wysznacka’s textbook
only mentions her French court and hiding from the Swedish in Silesia®.
In turn, Maria Kazimiera appeared for the first time in Jan III Sobieski’s
letter from Vienna, with the beginning and ending phrases, which depicted
the depth of the married feelings, kept intact®. The second time, she was
mentioned in the description of Sobieski’s court in Wilanéw, comparing

¢ Another castle mentioned was the one in Piotrkéw, reconstructed by Bona. Ibidem, p. 116.

 ‘obwarowala cata gore. Dokola muréw dawnego zamku rozsiadty sie 33 ‘horodnie’,
czyli wielkie murowane izby. Kazda wioska w powiecie miata swoja horodnig, ktéra
musiala utrzymywac, lecz za to w razie napadu miata gdzie bezpiecznie ztozy¢ swdj
dobytek. Z rozkazu krélowej podwyzszono baszty zamkowe, dachy obito gontami,
a drewnianymi rurami sprowadzano wode deszczowa do murowanego zbiornika.
Zabezpieczato to zamek od braku wody’. Ibidem, p. 110.

¢ “Polska umacniajac dobrobyt i zagospodarowujac kresy, utrwalata na nich przez to
samo coraz mocniej swoje panowanie’. [bidem, p. 111.

¢ In supplementary historical readings compiled by the same authors, there is only
a short mention with the description of the sejmik deliberations in Urzedéw and the issue
of the execution of royal goods, handed out by the last Jagiellons and especially by Bona, to
those who, as the authors wrote, “co sie pieknie Wloszce ktania¢ umieli, a przypochlebia¢
krélowi” [’knew how to bow to the Italian queen and praise the king’]. H. Pohoska,
M. Wysznacka, Sladami ojcéw. Czytanki historyczne, part 2, Warszawa 1934, pp. 33-34.

¢ Eadem, Z naszej, pp. 157, 172.

© Ibidem, pp. 176-177.
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her foreign costumes with the king’s attachment to the old Polish style
(Zupan coat). The authors gave similar treatment to King Jan’s Sarmatian
sentiments, which manifested in his love of gardening, compared with the
queen’s locking herself away in the palace chambers. Thus, the textbook
image of Sobieski’s wife was somewhat softened, although it was not devoid
of differences reduced to her foreignness and love of what was Polish.
Teacher Janina Schonnbrenner (1902-1985) was more restrained in
singing Bona’s praises during this time. When describing the court of the
last of the Jagiellons, she called attention to the Italian duchess’” education
and sophisticated sense of aesthetics, ‘through which Zygmunt’s court””,
she stressed, ‘became one of the most magnificent courts in Europe’”. She
added that Zygmunt I’s second wife ‘introduced Italian customs, clothing,
language, even food (such as soup vegetables, called wloszczyzna [‘Italian
stuff’])’”2. The figured of the queen was also mentioned in the description
of the Prussian homage (in Andrzej Krzycki’'s account)”. Several years
later the author treated the Italian woman much more warmly. The queen
was appreciated in the very title of the chapter about the court of the last of
the Jagiellons™. In addition, the physiognomy”> and character of the queen
who wanted real power” was depicted. Moreover, the chapter devoted to
the Eastern Borderlands not only provided concrete evidence of Bona's
concern for Kremenets”, concerning her supervision and requirements for

"0 ‘dwor zygmuntowski’.

1 ]. Schénbrenner, Dzisiaj i dawniej na ziemiach polskich. Historia Polski dla V-ej klasy
szkoty powszechnej, Warszawa 1934, p. 123.

72 '‘wprowadzita wloskie zwyczaje, strdj, jezyk, nawet potrawy (np. jarzyny, zwane
wloszczyzna)'. Ibidem, p. 127.

7 The author wrote: ‘Za nimi postepowata krélowa Bona z synem i krélewnami,
oraz wielkim orszakiem znakomitych niewiast, w przepieknych pojazdach i kolasach’
[‘Behind them came Queen Bona with her son and the princesses, and a huge procession of
prominent women in beautiful vehicles and caleches’]. Ibidem, p. 137.

" While the 1934 textbook discussed Zygmunt's court, the author now wrote about
Zygmunt Stary and Bona’s court. J. Schonbrenner, Dzisiaj i dawniej na ziemiach polskich. Podrecznik
do nauki historii dla V' k. szkét powszechnych drugiego i trzeciego stopnia, Lwéw 1938, p. 108.

7> The author wrote: ‘Krélowa Bona na réznych portretach bywata przedstawiana jako
ztotowlosa kobieta, z czarnymi oczami, w kosztownych, haftowanych szatach i klejnotach’
[‘Queen Bona was depicted in various portraits as a golden-haired woman, with black
eyes, dressed in expensive, embroidered robes and jewels’]. Ibidem.

7% We read: ‘Z charakteru bytla dumna, marzyla o wielkiej wladzy, stynela
z wyksztalcenia i znala sie¢ na sztuce pieknej’ [‘She had a proud character, dreamt of great
power, was known for her education and knew fine arts’]. The role of both spouses in
making the court ‘zebran rozlicznych uczonych, poetow, malarzy’ [‘a gathering place for
many scholars, poets and painters’]. Ibidem.

77" Schonbrenne wrote: “Kazdy, kto dzi$ tam przyjedzie wspina si¢ na gore, zwana ‘gora
krolowej Bony’ [...] W zamku mieszkali dwaj urzednicy, zastepcy krolowej Bony, ktorej
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her subordinates”™, but also generalises: ‘In a similar way she ruled many
of her estates in Mazovia, Kuiavia and Podolia’”.

Maria Ludwika, however, was not mentioned at all in Schonnbrenner’s
1934 textbook. Jan II Kazimierz was presented as carrying out the work
of reforming the country alone®. In turn, students learned about Maria
Kazimiera only that she was crowned in Krakow and beloved by the king,
whom she caused many concerns. ‘Capricious, selfish and calculating,
‘Marysienka’, often disrupted her husband’s rest [...] Thus Sobieski’s
last years were full of sadness. He could see that he would not save his
homeland, and he felt lonely among his family’®'.

Zygmunt Stary podarowat Krzemieniec. Oni to na polecenie krélowej zaopatrzyli zamek
w dziata, w hakownice [...] rusznice [...] miecze, szable, topory [...] W miescie przybylo
doméw, mieszkancy wzrosli w zamoznosci, a krélowa Bona opiekowata si¢ nimi: dostali
rézne przywileje, np. otrzymywali czes¢ dochodow z jatek migsnych, z piekarni. Gdy
w miescie wybucht pozar, krélowa uwolnita pogorzelcéw na siedem lat od podatkéw, dla
ubogich chorych zalozyla szpital, dla dzieci — szkoty’ [‘Everyone who comes there today
climbs a mountain called ‘Queen Bona’s Mountain’ [...] In the castle there lived two officials,
deputies of Queen Bona, to whom Zygmunt Stary gave Kremenets. They supplied the castle
with cannons, hook guns [...] handgonnes [...] swords, sabres, axes [...] There were more
houses in the town, the residents grew in wealth, and Queen Bona took care of them: they
were given various privileges, e.g. they received a part of the income from butchery and
bakery. When a fire broke out in the town, the queen exempted victims of the fire from taxes
for seven years, established a hospital for the poor and schools for children’]. Ibidem, p. 118.

8 The author wrote: ‘Gdy krélowa przyjezdza do Krzemienica zastepcy jej zdawali sprawe
ze swej gospodarki. Bona sprawdzata sama: ile podatkéw wptacili mieszczanie, ile produktow
dostarczyly wsie, jaki zapas broni i zywnosci znajduje si¢ w zamku; sama tez wyptacata pensje
urzednikom i rzemie$lnikom baczac, by ani jeden grosz nie poszedt na marne. Skutkiem
takiej gospodarki Krzemieniec stat si¢ ludnym, zamoznym miastem, a jednoczesnie krélowa
czerpata zent ogromne dochody’ ["'When the Queen came to Kremenets, her deputies reported
on their management. Bona checked it herself: how much taxes the townspeople paid, how
many products they delivered from the villages, what supplies of weapons and food there
were in the castle; she also paid a salary to the clerks and craftsmen, making sure that not
a single grosz was wasted. As a result of such management, Kremenets became a populous,
prosperous town, and at the same time the queen earned a huge income from it']. Ibidem, p. 119.

7 W podobny sposob rzadzita licznymi swymi posiadtosciami na Mazowszu, na
Kujawach i na Podolu’. Ibidem.

8 Schonbrenner wrote: ‘Krél Jan Kazimierz czynil wprawdzie usilowania, by
naprawic zlo, chciat zwtaszcza wzmocnic¢ wladze krolewska, ale napotykat na tak wielkie
przeszkody, ze zamierzen swych nie urzeczywistnit. Zmeczony i rozgoryczony zrzekt sie
korony w r. 1668 i wyjechat do Francji, gdzie umarl’ ['King Jan Kazimierz made efforts to
correct the wrongs; he especially wanted to strengthen royal power, but he encountered
such great obstacles that he did not realise his intentions. Tired and embittered, he
renounced the crown in 1668 and left for France, where he died’]. Ibidem, p. 192. The author
also leaves out Maria Ludwika from the 1938 edition.

81 “Kaprys$na egoistyczna i wyrachowana ‘Marysienka’ czesto macita chwile
wypoczynku mezowi [...] To tez ostatnie lata Sobieskiego pelne sq smutkow. Widziat, ze
nie uratuje ojczyzny, a $réd rodziny czut sie samotny’. Ibidem, p. 200. In the 1938 edition,
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In the second half of the 1930s, Wiadystawa Martynowiczéwna'’s fourth
grade textbook included very little information about the ambitious wives
of the kings. Maria Ludwika and Maria Kazimiera were left out entirely
while Bona was mentioned only in the context of the Prussian homage and
the Wawel garden®.

However, in the fifth grade textbook from the same author, there was
a chapter about Zygmunt I the Old and Bona’s court, which discussed
the strengthening of Renaissance trends in Poland thanks to the king’s
wife®. In another chapter, titled Zapobiegliwosé gospodarcza krélowej
Bony Martynowiczowna showed, using the example of Kremenets, the
extraordinary competence of the Italian queen, which brought income
both to her and the residents of the cities* and the villages®. At the same
time, the author wrote about the queen acquiring properties using her own
dowry money. The textbook also mentioned Maria Kazimiera, not only
in the most frequently quoted letter from Vienna, but also in the context

Marysienika appeared only in the quoted letters to her; thus, the opinion of this queen was
also softened.

8 Martynowiczowna wrote: ‘Rosnag w nim nie tylko krajowe drzewa i kwiaty, ale
i obce, sprowadzone przez krélowa Bong, z jej potudniowej ojczyzny’ ['Growing there are
not only domestic trees and flowers, but also foreign ones, brought by Queen Bona from
her southern homeland’]. Eadem, Obrazy z przesztosci i terazniejszosci. Podrecznik do nauki
historii dla IV klasy szkét powszechnych 1 stopnia. Kurs A, Lwéw 1936, p. 74.

8 Eadem, Historia. Podrecznik dla V klasy szkét powszechnych 3 i 2 stopnia, Lwéw 1937,
pp- 150-151.

8 Martynowiczowna noted: ‘Aby rozwijat si¢ handel i rzemiosta, zwalniata na jaki$
czas ludnos¢ od wszelkich oplat, ustanawiata jarmarki roczne i tygodniowe dla ozywienia
handlu [...] Krélowa wyznaczata zarzadcéw poszczegolnych majatkow, wymagata od nich
doktadnego prowadzenia rachunkoéw i sktadania sprawozdan z osigganych dochodow.
Przestrzegatla jednoczesnie, aby urzednicy nie gnebili ludnosci, aby cta i wszelkie optaty
byty naktadane i pobierane sprawiedliwie [...] W zamian za pomoc i opieke nad miastem
wymagata krélowa, aby mieszczanie utrzymywali miasto w porzadku, aby naprawiali
parkany, groble, drogi i mosty’ ['In order to help trade and crafts grow, she exempted the
population from any fees for some time, established annual and weekly fairs to stimulate
trade [...] The Queen appointed administrators of individual estates, required them to
keep accurate accounts and report on their income. At the same time, she warned that
officials should not oppress the population, that customs duties and all fees should be
imposed and collected fairly [...] In exchange for help and care for the town, the Queen
required the townspeople to keep the town in order, to repair fences, dikes, roads and
bridges’]. Ibidem, pp. 158-159.

% The author wrote: ‘Staranng opieka otaczala tez krélowa wsie w swoich majatkach.
Wszedzie kazata zaprowadzi¢ trojpoléwke jako sposdb uprawy gruntéw; popierata
zakladanie ogrodéw i sadéw. Zakladata tez nowe wsie’ ['The queen also extended her
care to the villages in her estates. She ordered the three-field system to be implemented
everywhere as a method of cultivating the land, she supported the establishing of gardens
and fruit orchards. She also founded new villages’]. Ibidem, p. 160.
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of the palace in Wilanéw, where it was emphasized that its décor was
an expression of a husband’s fervent feelings for his wife and children®.
There was no mention of her causing the king worries or concerns.

In turn, Wtodzimierz Jarosz filled the narrative devoted to Bona with
colourful details regarding the Italian duchess’ clothes and dowry?, as
well as the changing cuisine and feasting culture®®. In a separate sub-
chapter, the author expanded the high opinion of Bona’s management
of properties®. Describing the court of Zygmunt II August, the author

% We read: ‘Na jednym z sufitow namalowany zostat obraz przedstawiajacy jesien.
Posta¢ wyrazajaca jesien byta portretem krolowej, aniotki ja otaczajace miaty twarzyczki
dzieci krélewskich. Na $cianach rozwieszone byly malowane na Zyczenie krdla portrety
jego ijego rodziny’ ['On one of the ceilings, an image depicting autumn has been painted.
The figure representing autumn was a portrait of the queen, the angels surrounding her
had the faces of the royal children. Portraits of the king and his family were hung on the
walls at his request’]. Ibidem, pp. 259-260.

% Jarosz wrote: ‘Zdziwienie ogarnelo tez tych, co na zamku ogladali wyprawe krélowej.
Bo Wawel widzial nie jedng wyprawe: ciezkie ztote naczynia, tegie materie, przetykane
gesto zfotem na tle zielonym, czerwonym, niebieskim, fioletowym, grube pierscienie, ciezkie
naszyjniki. A tu pokazuja lekkie srebra i powiewne stroje. Ale te srebra ozdobita delikatna
robota wloskiego zlotnika i wyttoczyla czy wykuta w nich liscie, kwiaty, zwierzeta i ludzi,
a wszystko jak zywe. A owe suknie powiewne, naszywane koronkami i haftami — ilez to
pracy trzeba bylo wlozy¢ w taki haft, w taka delikatng koronke!” ["The surprise was also felt
by those who saw the Queen’s dowry in the castle. Because Wawel had seen more than one
dowry: heavy gold vessels, thick fabrics woven through with gold intertwined densely with
green, red, blue or purple background, thick rings, heavy necklaces. And here they show
light silver and airy outfits. But these silver pieces were adorned with the delicate work of
an Italian goldsmith, embossed or forged leaves, flowers, animals and people, all of them
lifelike. And these airy dresses, sewn with lace and embroidery —how much work had to go
into such embroidery, into such delicate lace!’]. Idem, Opowiadania z dziejéw ojczystych dla V
klasy szkét powszechnych 3 i 2 stopnia, Lwow 1937, p. 126.

% We read: ‘Na Wawelu nastaty wielkie zmiany. Na stole zjawity sie nowe potrawy,
zwlaszcza maczne i cukry, a przede wszystkim nieznane w Polsce jarzyny i owoce, jak np.
pomarancze. Piwo ustapito miejsca winu. Ucztowano, strojac wloskim zwyczajem glowy
w wience z kwiatow. Uczty staty sie krotsze: nie przesiadywano przy stole, jak dawniej,
od rana do wieczora. Przy uczcie wiecej rozmawiano, niz jedzono. Rozmowy byly uczone,
ale takze i trefne, czyli trafne, tj. dowcipne’ [‘Great changes came to Wawel. New dishes
appeared on the table, flour-based and sugars, and above all vegetables and fruit unknown
in Poland, such as oranges. Beer gave way to wine. People feasted, adorning their heads
with flower wreaths in the Italian custom. The feasts became shorter: they did not stay at the
tables from morning to night, as before. There was more talking than eating at the feasts. The
conversations were educated, but also ribald, that is witty, humorous’]. Ibidem, pp. 126-127.

% In the subchapter entitled Gospodarka Bony he wrote: ‘I Bona umiata madrze gospodarzy¢
swoimi dobrami, dlatego tez oprécz wloskiej oswiaty i stroju wniosta do Polski wiele
dobrego. Jej ogrodnicy wprowadzili uprawe wielu jarzyn, zwanych do dzi$ wloszczyzna,
zwlaszcza kapusty, przedtem w Polsce nieznanej. Krolowa sprowadzata tez rasowe konie,
a w posiadtosciach, ktore otrzymata od krola, gospodarzyli jej zarzadcy lepiej niz ktokolwiek
wtedy w Polsce. Szczegolnie dbata o Krzemieniec na Wotyniu, miasto, ktére wraz z licznymi
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did not go into the queen’s relations with her son, providing only brief
information about her leaving the country®. The textbook contained no
comments about the wife of Wiadystaw IV and Jan II Kazimierz, while
Sobieski’s wife only appeared in the appendix which contained the letter
from Jan III to his wife from Vienna®'.

Gizela Gebert expressed an equally favourable opinion about Bona,
introducing — like Pohoska and Wysznacka — a separate chapter titled
Dwoér Zygmunta i Bony. Among the facts it discussed was that “The queen
liked fun and company’®> which was accompanied by a description of
court entertainment. The chapter on Gospodarka Bony emphasized that the
queen did not waste time on feasts, but eagerly managed her properties
in Podolia and Volhynia. ‘She brought in settlers’, Gebert wrote, ‘and at
the same time fortified the towns, equipped them with the proper amount
of powder, ammunition and cannons so they could more easily defend
themselves'®. The author cited the same examples as her predecessors, i.e.
Bar and Kremenets, bringing up the exemplary character of the queen’s
actions®. She concluded as follows: ‘Thanks to Bona’s efforts, people

wsiami otrzymala od kréla: nadawata krzemienieckim mieszczanom rézne przywileje,
zalozyta w miescie szpital dla ubogich i obdarzyta go dwoma tanami gruntu. Obwarowata
tez zamek i uzbroita go tak, Ze za jej czaséw liczyt 30 armat r6znej wielkosci, tj. wiecej, niz ich
nieraz na polu bitwy miewali wodzowie polscy, kiedy odnosili $wietne zwycigstwa’ ['Bona
was able to manage her goods wisely, so in addition to Italian education and clothing, she
brought much good to Poland. Her gardeners introduced the cultivation of many vegetables,
still known today as ‘Italian stuff’, especially cabbage, previously unknown in Poland. The
queen also brought in thoroughbred horses, and in the estates she received from the king, her
overseers managed better than anyone else in Poland at the time. She took particular care of
Kremenets in Volhynia, a town which, together with numerous villages, she received from the
king: she gave various privileges to the townspeople of Kremenets, established a hospital for
the poor in the town and bestowed it with two lans of land. She also fortified the castle and
armed it in such a way that in her times it had 30 cannons of various sizes, i.e. more than the
Polish commanders often had on the battlefield when they had great victories']. Ibidem, pp.
128-129. Stanistaw Nowaczyk, in a methodology handbook for Jarosz’s textbook, emphasized
that the curriculum put an emphasis on the economic skills of the queen and that ‘ten tez
moment trzeba naswietli¢ wyraznie, pozostawiajac w cieniu strony ujemne charaktery tej
krolowej’ [‘this moment should be clearly highlighted, leaving the negative traits of this queen
in the shadow’]. S. Nowaczyk, Przewodnik metodyczny do opowiadan z dziejéw ojczystych dla V
klasy szkét powszechnych Wiodzimierza Jarosza, Lwéw 1934, p. 78.

% W. Jarosz, op. cit., p. 145.

U Ibidem, pp. 234-236.

%2 ‘Krolowa lubila zabawy i towarzystwo’. G. Gebertowa, Historia dla klasy V szkot
powszechnych 111 i II stopnia. Opowiadania i czytania, Lwéw-Warszawa 1937, pp. 92-93.

% ‘Sprowadzata osadnikéw a rownoczesnie obwarowywata miasteczka, zaopatrywata
je w odpowiednig ilos¢ prochu, kul, armat, by sie fatwiej mogty broni¢’. Ibidem, p. 95.

% She wrote: ‘Zachecata osadnikéw, by zajmowali sie pasterstwem, ogrodnictwem,
uprawg roli, hodowla pszczol. Wzorem dla osadnikéw byly jej wlasne posiadtosci,
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flocked in droves to the well-managed Eastern Borderlands. Prosperity in
the area increased’®. The instructions for students also clearly indicated
the high opinion of the Italian queen®. Gebert’s text, however, lacked
more extensive mentions of the French queens”.

It is worthwhile here to raise the issue of the significant evolution of
the author, who usually created textbooks with her husband, Bronistaw.
Thus, in the mid-1920s, the Italian wife of Zygmunt I the Old appeared
in a regional textbook for primary schools in the Eastern Borderlands®
exclusively in the context of the Prussian homage®”. However, the
seventh edition (1921) of stories for student of lower grades of secondary
schools, the Geberts presented overly traditional and exceptionally
unfavourable opinions of Bona, emphasising her sordid greed and
excessive influence on her husband'®”, as well as her jealousy of Barbara

doskonale zagospodarowane, ktore przynosily duze zyski. Za przyktadem ogrodnikéw
krélowej zaczeta ludno$¢ uprawiac¢ w swoich ogrodach rézne warzywa: kapuste, pomidory,
satate, szpinak, kalafiory, widzac, ze t¢ ‘wloszczyzne’ korzystnie mozna sprzedac.
Zaréwno bowiem na przyjeciach dworskich, jak u wielkich panéw, pod wplywem Bony
podawano zawsze jarzyny’ [‘She encouraged the settlers to take up animal herding,
gardening, soil cultivation and raising bees. Her own properties, excellently managed and
bringing in large incomes, served as a model for the settlers. Following the example of
the queen’s gardeners, the people began to cultivate various vegetables in their gardens
— cabbage, tomatoes, lettuce, spinach, cauliflowers, seeing that this ‘Italian stuff’ could be
sold profitably. Indeed, under Bona's influence, feasts served at the court and in the homes
of great lords, always included vegetables’]. Ibidem, p. 96.

% ‘Dzigki staraniom Bony naptywata ttumnie ludnos$¢ do dobrze zagospodarowanych
kresow wschodnich. Wzmdgt sie tam dobrobyt’. Ibidem, pp. 96-97.

% Ibidem, pp. 97, 114.

7 Marysiefikka appeared as a nameless wife to whom Sobieski wrote from Vienna.
There was no mention of her in the description of the Wilanéw court.

% In the regional textbook, issues regarding the history of Lithuania and Rus were
presented in more detail, at the cost of ancient history, early Renaissance and Polish
history. For more, see: H. Konopka, op. cit., p. 163.

% B. Gebert, G. Gebertowa, Opowiadania z dziejéw powszechnych ze szczegolnym
uwzglednieniem dziejow Polski, Litwy i Rusi, czes¢ pierwsza do elekcji Stanistawa Augusta
Poniatowskiego, Lwéw—Warszawa 1925, p. 105. The authorial team treated the matter in the
same way in the nationwide textbook. Cf. eidem, Opowiadania z dziejow powszechnych ze
szczegdlnym uwzglednieniem dziejéw Polski, czes¢ pierwsza do elekcji Stanistawa Augusta, edition
6 abridged, Lwéw—Warszawa 1929, p. 96.

100 The authors wrote: ‘Ostatnie lata panowania cigzkie byty dla Zygmunta I. Coraz
glosniejsze stysze¢ si¢ dawaty glosy wsrdd szlachty, krytykujace gospodarke krola,
a zwlaszcza krolowej Bony. Chytra ta i sprytna Wtoszka jeden cel miata przed oczyma,
tj. wzbogacenie sie. Opanowawszy stabego krdla, poczeta sprzedawac godnosci i urzedy,
przyznajac je nie temu, kto zastuzyl, ale kto najwiecej zaptacil. Rézne, na rzecz panstwa
sktadane optaty zgarniata i skupila niebawem w swym reku olbrzymi majatek. To jej
postepowanie oburzato szlachte, ktora przy pierwszej sposobnosci objawiala swe
niezadowolenie’” ["The last years of his reign were difficult for Zygmunt I. Voices among
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Radziwilt'™ and suspicions of Bona having poisoned her'® At the end
of the second decade of the 20th century, they changed their opinion,
stressing the queen’s exemplary management of her properties'®. A 1925
textbook also made mention of Jan III Sobieski’s adored wife, who was
compared to Bona: ‘Marysierika’s behaviour in Poland resembled that of
Queen Bona, since, like Bona, she meddled in the internal matters of the
state and sold official positions. Her greed, capriciousness and intrigues
within the bosom of her own family were severely distressing for the king,
and even resulted in the nobility electing a foreign prince to the Polish
throne after Jan III's death, passing over the king’s sons"'*.

the nobility, criticising the king’s management of the country, and especially that of Queen
Bona, could be heard more and more loudly. This cunning and clever Italian woman had
one goal in mind - to get rich. Having mastered the weak king, she began to sell titles
and offices, granting them not to the ones who deserved them, but to the ones who paid
most. She took over the various fees paid to the state and soon accumulated a huge fortune
in her hand. This conduct outraged the nobility, who revealed their dissatisfaction at the
first opportunity’]. Eidem, Opowiadania z dziejow ojczystych dla nizszych klas szkét srednich.
Wydanie siédme uzupetnione, Lwow-Warszawa 1921, p. 68. They treated the matter in the
same way in the edition of the stories from the mid-1920s. Cf. eidem, Opowiadania z dziejéw
ojczystych dla nizszych klas szkot srednich, Lwéw-Warszawa 1925, p. 69.

101 We read: ‘Zwlaszcza krélowa Bona czuta sie obrazona w swej dumie, iz ona, wloska
ksiezniczka, bedzie musiata ustapi¢ pierwszenstwa Radziwiltéwnie. Buntowala tedy
pandéw i namawiata ich do wystapienia przeciw krolowi’ [‘Queen Bona felt especially
slighted in her pride that she, an Italian duchess, would have to give way to Radziwitt.
She urged the lords to rebel and speak out against the king’]. Eidem, Opowiadania z dziejéw
ojczystych dla nizszych klas szkot srednich. Wydanie siédme uzupetnione, p. 70.

12 The Geberts noted that after the death of Barbara Radziwill, Zygmunt August ‘Matki
widzie¢ nawet nie chcial, gdyz nurtowato w nim podejrzenie, podzielane przez znaczna
cze$¢ narodu, ze Bona byta sprawczynia Smierci Barbary, Ze ja struta. Bona wiedziata o tem,
co méwiono i postanowita Polske opusci¢ na zawsze. Zabrala znaczne sumy pieniezne,
klejnoty i kosztownosci, i opuscita rodzine i kraj, ktéremu przez czas pobytu swego tyle
ztego wyrzadzita’ ['did not want to see his mother, because he had a suspicion, shared by
a large part of the nation, that Bona had caused Barbara’s death, that she had poisoned her.
Bona knew what was being said and decided to leave Poland permanently. She took with
her considerable sums of money, jewels and other valuables, and left her family and the
country to which she had done so much harm during her stay’]. Ibidem, p. 71.

1% The Geberts wrote: "W uprawie roli szlachta nasladowata przyktad kréla, a zwlaszcza
krolowej Bony, rodem z Wioch, ktéra w dobrach kroélewskich zaprowadzita wzorowa
gospodarke i rézne ulepszenia, jakich w Polsce jeszcze nie znano, a ktére za granicg od
dawna juz byty w uzytku’ [‘In the cultivation of soil, the nobility imitated the example of the
king, and especially of Queen Bona, born Italian, who conducted exemplary management
in the royal estates and introduced various improvements previously unknown in Poland
and which had been long in use abroad’]. Eidem, Opowiadania z dziejow ojczystych dla nizszych
klas szkét Srednich, czesé 1I, Lwow-Warszawa 1929, p. 25. They also raised the influence of the
Renaissance, owed to the Italians who arrived with Bona. Ibidem, p. 26.

104 “Swoim zachowaniem w Polsce przypominata ‘Marysienka’ poniekad krolowa
Bong, gdyz, podobnie jak Bona mieszata si¢ w wewnetrzne sprawy panstwa i sprzedawata
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In a textbook from the late 1920s, the unfavourable opinion of Maria
Kazimiera was further exacerbated, not so much because of her greed but
her scandalous laziness, with which the king struggled, as the Geberts
wrote:

‘Although Sobieski travelled far and wide across Europe, he considered
his homeland to be the most beautiful, especially his beloved Wilanow.
Whenever time permitted, he came here with his entire family. He eagerly
walked around every corner, inspecting everything, taking an interest in
everything. He liked the household, and he had to take care of it himself,
since his wife, a capricious Frenchwoman, did not take care of the house
at all. Sobieski was incredibly weak in the face of his ‘most beloved
Marysienka,” as he tenderly called his wife in letters, and gave in to her
in everything. From the preserved letters to his wife, whom he told about
everything, we can see that the great warrior’s head was burdened not
only with serious matters of state and war, but also various troubles at
home. [...] Sometimes he was filled with regret for having to deal with
all kinds of trivial things, even in the camp. He would write to his wife,
then, complaining of constant headaches: ‘For my headache, and see no
other medicine but a lightening of the troubled throughs and worries. And
so, I need you to help me, at least by taking on matters at home. And if
this happens late, then not even medicine will help’. But Marysierika did
not want to take the troubles on her head, and what is worse, her whims
spoiled many a moment of Sobieski’s life”'*.

urzedy. Jej chciwosé, kaprysy i knowania w fonie wlasnej rodziny daly sie bardzo we
znaki krélowi, a nawet mialy ten skutek, Ze zniechecona do rodziny Sobieskich szlachta
powotala po $mierci Jana III, z pominieciem jego synéw, obcego ksigecia na tron polski’.
Eidem, Opowiadania z dziejéw ojczystych dla nizszych klas szkét Srednich, pp. 112-113.

105 “Cho¢ Sobieski wzdtuz i wszerz zwiedzil Europe, za najpiekniejsze jednak uwazat
strony ojczyste, przede wszystkim umitowany Wilanéw. Ilekro¢ czas pozwalat, zjezdzal
tu z calq rodzing. Z zapatem obchodzit kazdy kat, we wszystko wgladal, wszystkim sie
interesowatl. Lubit gospodarstwo, musiat zreszta sam troszczy¢ sie o dom, gdyz Zona
jego, kaprysna Francuzka, zupelnie si¢ sprawami domowymi nie zajmowata. Sobieski
niestychanie byt staby wobec swej ‘najukochanszej Marysienki’, jak czule zone w listach
nazywa i we wszystkim jej ulegal. Z zachowanych listow do Zony, ktérej o wszystkim
donosit, widzimy, ze na glowie wielkiego wojownika spoczywaty nie tylko powazne
sprawy panstwowe i wojenne, ale i r6zne klopoty domowe. [...] Czasem jednak zal go
ogarnial, ze musi zaprzatac sobie glowe, nawet i w obozie, réznorodnymi drobiazgami.
Pisze tedy do zony, skarzac si¢ na ustawiczne bdle gtowy: ‘Na gtowy mojej bdl inszego
nie widze lekarstwa, tylko ulzenie klopotu mysli i frasunku. W tem tedy trzeba, bys
mi zechciata pomdc, wzigqwszy na swoja glowe przynajmniej sprawy domowe. A jak
pozno si¢ to stanie, to juz i lekarstwo nie pomoze’. Ale Marysienkka na swoja glowe
klopotéw wzia¢ nie chciata, co gorsza, swoimi kaprysami niejedng chwile zycia zatrula
Sobieskiemu’. Eidem, Opowiadania z dziejow ojczystych dla nizszych klas szkét Srednich, czes¢
11, pp. 121-122.
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GYMNASIUM TEXTBOOKS: THE 1920S

What picture of the queens did the authors paint in textbooks for
gymnasium students? How different was it from the one presented to
younger children?

In his textbook Historia nowozytna'®, Lviv historian Adam Szelagowski
(1873-1961) emphasized that the marriage of Zygmunt I and Bona: ‘opened
wide the doors of Poland to Renaissance influences’'?”. The positive role of
the queen was more strongly emphasized here than in the same author’s
popular Obrazy z dziejéw Polski'®. However, the political influence of the
Italian queen did not arouse in either work the enthusiasm of the scholar,
writing about the infirm king, who could not resist his cunning and proud
wife'®. Szelagowski admitted that the queen: ‘bought goods to enlarge

106 A four-volume general history textbook, of which the third volume, dedicated to the
Early Modern era, was first published in 1918. For more, see: J. Maternicki, Polska dydaktyka
historii 1918-1939. Materiaty i komentarze, Warszawa 1978, pp. 57-58; idem, Adam Szelagowski
—ostatni polski polihistor, in: idem, Historia jako dialog. Studia i szkice historiograficzne, Rzeszow
1996, pp. 111-113.

17 “‘otworzyto wptywom Odrodzenia nasciezaj drzwi do Polski’. The author
emphasized the powerful impulse coming from the artists who came with Bona. ‘Szkota
wloska z ktéra nawigzano calkiem nowe, juz bezposrednie stosunki, zalata catg Polske od
dworu krélewskiego az do zamkéw i patacéw szlacheckich i od kosciotéw az do doméw
prywatnych i kamienic mieszczanskich. Bona wprowadzita tez na dwor krélewski mody
i obyczaje dworow ksigzecych wtoskich okresu Odrodzenia, a nawet jezyk potoczny
wloski, ktérym sie postugiwano’ [‘The Italian school, with which new, now direct relations
were established, flooded the whole of Poland from the royal court to castles and noble
palaces and from churches to private houses and townhouses. Bona, also introduced to the
royal court the fashion and customs of the Italian ducal courts of the Renaissance, and even
the common Italian tongue used there’]. A. Szelagowski, Historia nowozytna. Wydanie trzecie
przejrzane i poprawione, dostosowane do programu MWRiIOP. Warszawa-Krakéw 1924, p. 86.

18 Cf. idem, Obrazy z dziejéw Polski, Warszawa 1920, p. 159. This was a collection of
clearly presented episodes from the history of Poland, which saw two more editions in
the 1920s. J. Maternicki, Adama Szelggowskiego parasynteza dziejéw Polski, in: Wielokulturowe
srodowisko historyczne Lwowa w XIX i XX w., vol. 5, eds. J. Maternicki, L. Zaszkilniak,
Rzeszow 2007, p. 414.

1 The theme of Zygmunt I's infirmity connected both texts by Szelagowski, but in the
one from 1920, the influence of the ‘wise and cunning’ Bona on public affairs was more
clearly emphasized. This was to be reflected in the elevation of Zygmunt August to the
Lithuanian throne, about which the author wrote: “Wies¢ ta o obiorze Zygmunta Augusta
zaskoczyla stany polskie, zwolane na sejmie do Piotrkowa, gdyz przesadzat on wybor
krdlewicza takze i na krola w Polsce. Istotnie zabiegom krélowej udato si¢ przeprowadzic¢
i wybdr krélewicza w Polsce na sejmie w r. 1530 ‘cudownym niemal sposobem’, jak
moéwiono, zaraz zas w roku nastepnym koronowano go’ [‘This news about the election
of Zygmunt August surprised the Polish states, called at the Sejm to Piotrkéw, because it
also determined the election of the prince as the king of Poland. Indeed, the queen’s efforts
managed to carry out both the election of the prince in Poland at the Sejm in 1530 in an
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the royal estate for her son’"’ and maintained them in good condition.

Nevertheless, he was critical of the trade in privileges and bishoprics,
given to people of dubious reputations, as well as the thwarting of her
husband’s political plans'!. The author also mentioned Bona’s conflict
with her son in regards to his marriage to Barbara Radziwilt''%.
Szelagowski did not overlook the person of Maria Ludwika, as the
wife of two Vasa kings. The historian wrote about her relationship with
Wiadystaw IV that it was “the first French-Polish familial alliance’'"?, which
weakened Austria’s influence and was “as prelude to a great political action
against Turkey'*. During the reign of Jan II Kazimierz, he wrote, the

‘almost miraculous way,” as it was said, and his coronation the next year’].

10 ‘skupywata dobra w celu powiekszenia majatku krdélewskiego dla syna’. This
information was found in the sub-chapter entitled Rzgdy Bony. Wojna kokosza (1537).
A. Szelagowski, Obrazy z dziejéw Polski, p. 89. Writing about the beginnings of the reformation
in Poland, Szelagowski also mentioned Bona’s confessor. Idem, Historia nowozytna, p. 91.

1 In a text from 1920, Bona’s promotions of unworthy persons was more strongly
emphasized. Szelagowski noted that from 1530 on: “Wymierali dygnitarze z pierwszych
lat panowania z wyboru Zygmunta; na ich miejsce krélowa Bona wprowadzata kreatury
swoje niskiej wartosci moralnej, czesto za pienigdze, jak Jan Latalski, biskup poznanski,
Jan Gamrat, biskup przemyski’ [‘officials from the first years of Zygmunt’s rule were
dying out; in their place, Bona introduced her own creatures of low moral value, often in
exchange for money, such as Jan Latalski, Bishop of Poznan and Jan Gamrat, the Bishop of
Przemysl']. Idem, Obrazy z dziejow Polski, p. 170.

12 Idem, Historia nowozytna, p. 92. In a text from 1920, the author wrote more emphatically
about Bona’s reluctance towards her son’s marriage with Barbara Radziwilt (‘kipiata
z oburzenia krolowa matka’ [‘the Queen Mother was outraged’]). Idem, Obrazy z dziejow
Polski, p. 178. There was also talk of love for Izabella and hatred of the Habsburgs. Szelagowski
wrote: ‘Izabella energiczna i rozumna, byta ulubiong cérka krélowej Bony, ktéra z powodu
niej calag swq nienawis¢ przeniosta na Habsburgéw. Tylko z wielkim trudem data sie
krolowa naktoni¢ do zgody na matzenstwo swego syna Zygmunta z Elzbietq Habsburzanka’
[‘Izabella, energetic and intelligent, was Queen Bona's favourite daughter, who transferred
all of her hatred to the Habsburgs because of her. It was with great difficulty that the queen
was persuaded to consent to her son’s marriage to Elizabeth of Austria’]. Ibidem, p. 175. He
also mentioned another Habsburg, in the context of Zygmunt August’s relation to his sister
and mother: “po rychtym zgonie Barbary (1551) w tymze domu Habsburskim szukal nowych
zwiazkéw malzenskich z siostra pierwszej zony swej, Katarzyna, corka kréla Ferdynanda
(1553). Poswiecat przez to interes siostry swej Izabelli, ktéra z synem swym trzymata sie
w Siedmiogrodzie i w Gérnych Wegrzech. Pokldcito go to ostatecznie z matka, ktdra opuscita
kraj, udajac si¢ do rodzinnego zamku Bari we Wloszech’ [‘after Barbara’s untimely death
(1551), he looked for new marital relations in the same House of Habsburg with the sister of
his first wife, Catherine, the daughter of King Ferdinand (1553). Because of this, he sacrificed
the interests of his sister, Izabella, who remained with her son in Transylvania and Upper
Hungary. This contributed to his ultimate conflict with his mother, who left Poland, heading
for her family castle in Bari, Italy’]. Ibidem, p. 181.

13 “pierwszy sojusz francusko polski familijny’.

14 “wstepem do wielkiej akcji politycznej przeciwko Turcji’. Idem, Historia nowozytna,
p- 191. In a text from 1920, Szelagowski emphasized that Wtadystaw IV’s relationship with
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French influence remained thanks to the king’s marriage to his brother’s
widow, supported by allowances and the promise of military assistance in
conducting a vivente rege election. However, the author did not attribute
the authorship of this plan to the queen'” - including in reference to the
Sejm court that Lubomirski was brough in front of — but he emphasized
the figure of a monarch who, after the death of his wife, abdicated from the
throne'®. Regarding Marysierika, the historian only mentioned in Historia
nowozytna that she was a lady-in-waiting at Maria Ludwika’s court'”,
expanding on this more in Obrazy z dziejéw Polski''®.

Maria Ludwika was supposed to help in regaining the Swedish throne. He also mentioned
that the king, preparing for a war with Turkey, drew financial support from his wife’s
dowry, to whom ‘w zamian za to powierzyt dochdd z rozdawnictwa wakanséw’ [‘he gave
in exchange profits from handing out vacant positions’]. Idem, Obrazy z dziejow Polski, pp.
260-261.

115 Unlike the 1920 text, in which he judged the wife of Jan Kazimierz positively, noting
‘Charakterem i energia znacznie przewyzszata kréla zona jego, Maria Ludwika Gonzaga,
ktéra sama w czasie bitwy pod Warszawa, a wlasciwie pod Praga, nastawiata armate
przeciw Szwedowi na drugim brzegu Wisty. W jej rekach bylo i rozdawnictwo urzedow,
ktore stato sie¢ wéréd emulacji pandéw o godnosci zaréwno zrédtem dochodu krélowej, jak
ikaptowania stronnikéw dworowi oraz krolowi francuskiemu. Wobec niestatosci urzadzen
monarchicznych w Polsce, jeszcze tylko z zewnatrz mogta wyjs¢ inicjatywa zmiany ustroju
Rzpltej, zwlaszcza tronu elekcyjnego na dziedziczny. Podjeta ja krélowa [...]" ['The king’s
wife, Maria Ludwika Gonzaga, was far superior in character and energy to him. She set
the cannons against the Swede on the other bank of the Vistula River, during the battle of
Warsaw, or rather Praga. She controlled both the giving away of offices, which, among the
lords” attempts to curry favour, became both a source of income for the queen and a way to
gain allies for the court and the French king. In view of the unstable monarchic devices in
Poland, it was only from outside that an initiative to change the Commonwealth’s regime,
especially the electoral throne to a hereditary one, could be taken. It was taken up by the
Queen [...]']. Idem, Obrazy z dziejow Polski, p. 272.

16 Idem, Historia nowozytna, pp. 221-223.

W7 Ibidem, p. 223.

18 Among Sobieski’s faults, the author included pandering to his wife, which he judged
as follows: ‘Jakikolwiek bylwptywjejnakrola, intrygikobieceistotnie odgrywaty wielka role
na dworze warszawskim. Z wielbiciela ‘krola stonce’ Ludwika XIV w pierwszym stadium
swego panowania, Jan III zmienit sie¢ w przyjaciela i sojusznika cesarza (Marysienka byta
obrazona na odmowe ojcu jej tytutu ksigzecego)’ ['Whatever her influence on the king was,
womanly intrigues indeed played a significant role in the Warsaw court. From a supporter
of Louis XIV, the Sun King, in the first stage of his reign, Jan IIl became a friend and ally
of the emperor (Marysienka was offended by the refusal to grant her father a ducal title)'].
Idem, Obrazy z dziejéw Polski, pp. 278-280.
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As far as Bona’s image in Anatol Lewicki’s text is concerned'”, students
could read in it that the queen’s interference in politics only exacerbated
the disputes among court coteries'®. In a separate sub-chapter, which dealt
with the queen’s influence on the governing of the country, the author
wrote that she was an ambitious and talented woman. This allowed her,
‘through excellent management’, to raise her income and lead to the
election of her son during his father’s lifetime — a wise step. However, in
the opinion of the Krakow historian, the Italian queen did not understand
the Polish system, and her methods aroused serious resistance from the
nobility. As a mother, the author believed, although she ensured the
careful upbringing of the heir to the throne in the "humanist spirit’, it was
‘a little soft’. Lewicki argued that the queen found ‘proof that her son was
slipping away from her influence’'* in the form of Zygmunt August’s secret
relationship with Barbara Radziwilt, and thus, she vehemently opposed it.
She did not, however, poison the young queen, the author emphasized,
which she was commonly accused of. Without any real influence, ‘angry
with her son, she left Poland and travelled to her Duchy of Bari, taking her
enormous private estate with her'*.

There was much less information in Lewicki’s textbook about Maria
Ludwika, who appeared as the wife of two Vasa kings, trying to initiate,
alongside Jan II Kazimierz, the necessary reform of the state — carrying
out the vivente rege election'”. However, the author built the narrative
from the king’s point of view and it was only at the end of his description
of Lubomirski’s rebellion that he mentioned that after the death of his
energetic wife, the king decided to renounce the Polish crown.

Marysienika, on the other hand, appeared on the pages of Lewicki’s
textbook in connection with the shocking French fashion of the time'*, and the

% For more, about the author, see: J. Losowski, Anatol Lewicki, Przemys$l 1981. For more
about Lewicki’s textbook, see: ]. Maternicki, Dydaktyka historii, pp. 98-100; M. Wierzbicka,
Popularne podreczniki dziejow Polski w latach 1864-1914, in: Edukacja historyczna spoteczeristwa
polskiego w XX w. Zbiér studiéw, ed. J. Maternicki, Warszawa 1981, pp. 377-378; M. Stinia,
Uniwersytet Jagielloniski w latach 1871-1914. Modernizacja procesu nauczania, Krakow 2014,
pp- 299-300.

120°A. Lewicki, Zarys historii Polski, compiled and supplemented by Jan Friedberg
(w ‘Dodatku” Literatura historyczna), 12th school edition, Warszawa—Krakéw-Lublin—
L6dz-Poznan-Wilno-Zakopane 1925, p. 163.

21 ‘“dowod, ze syn wylamuje sie spod jej wptywow’.

122 ‘rozzalona na syna, opuscita Polske i udata si¢ do swego ksigstwa Bari, wywozac
z sobg olbrzymi swéj prywatny majatek’. A. Lewicki, op. cit., pp. 166-168.

13 Ibidem, pp. 204, 212, 221-222.

124 /Od czaséw krolowej Marii Ludwiki (potowa XVII. w.) weszty u kobiet w zwyczaj
stroje francuskie, a z niemi dekoltaze, pudry, muszki itp., co zrazu opinia publiczna bardzo
potepiata. Gorszono sie rowniez tem, Ze panny zarzucily odrebny stroj, a ubieraty sie tak
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internal situation in the last years of Sobieski’s reign, when the contributing
factors to the anarchisation of life were not only the dynastic ambitions of
the king, but also the “intrigues and greed of the unworthy queen, as well as
domestic strife between the royal couple and Prince Jakub''*.

In the textbook by Jan Dabrowski (1890-1965), University of Vilnius
and Jagiellonian University professor and editor of Zreb'**, Bona appeared
in the description of the Prussian homage'” and the influence of the
Renaissance'”. Dabrowski presented her relationship with her son — in
the context of his marriage to Barbara Radziwilt — not so much in the
spirit of a mother’s fears of losing her influence as in terms of the insult
associated with marrying one’s own subject. He did not accentuate Bona’s
resentment, but that of Zygmunt August, which was supposed to be the
reason Bona left the country with her huge estate'®.

Dabrowski completely omitted Maria Ludwika, although he wrote
about Lubomirski’s rebellion. Marysierika, on the other hand, appeared in
a description written by Jan Chryzostom Pasek cited by the author™. It is
also worth noting that in one of the tasks, the historian asked students to
compare Bona with Maria Kazimiera®'.

samo, jak mezatki. Mimo to “mody paryskie’ ustality sie u kobiet polskich’ [‘Since the times
of Queen Maria Ludwika (mid-17th century), women adopted French costumes, and with
them décolletage, powders, beauty marks, etc., which the public condemned strongly. The
fact that the unmarried women abandoned their separate costumes and dressed in the
same way as married women was also a matter of concern. Despite that, ‘Parisian fashions’
became a custom with Polish women’]. Ibidem, p. 266.

% ‘intrygi i chciwo$¢ niegodnej krélowej, niesnaski domowe miedzy krdlestwem
i krélewiczem Jakubem’. Ibidem, p. 277.

126 K. Baczkowski, Jan Dgbrowski (1890-1965), in: Uniwersytet Jagielloriski. Ztota ksiega
Wydziatu Historycznego, ed. ]. Dybiec, Krakow 2000, pp. 323-333.

127 ]. Dabrowski, Wiadomosci z dziejow Polski, vol. 2, Lwow 1928, p. 24.

128 The author emphasized that although Italians had already been coming to Poland
earlier, it was only the king’s marriage to Bona that made this influx significant that
changed the country in a positive way. Ibidem, pp. 30-31. He wrote about the culinary and
moral evolution: “Wraz z wloskimi kucharzami, jacy z krélowa Bong przybyli na dwor
polski, weszty w mode nowe, bardziej wyszukane potrawy, przyrzadzane na wzoér wloski
oraz uzycie roznych jarzyn, jak kalafiory lub selery, zwanych stad ‘wloszczyzna’. Po uczcie
rozpoczynaly sie tanice, po ktorych jeszcze podawano gosciom cukry, owoce i réznego
rodzaju napoje’ ['Along with the Italian cooks who came to the Polish court with Queen
Bona, new, more sophisticated dishes entered into fashion, prepared in the Italian way,
and the use of various vegetables, such as cauliflower or celery, thus named ‘Italian stuff’.
After the feast, dances began, after which the guests were served sugars, fruit and various
kinds of drinks’]. Ibidem, pp. 34-35.

129 Ibidem, p. 36.

B30 A story involving an otter was recalled, which the queen fearfully warned her
husband not to pet. Ibidem, pp. 109-110.

B Ibidem, p. 111.
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In the 1920s, Czestaw Nanke (1883-1950)'3? wrote about the Italian wife
of Zygmunt Stary that, acting according to the model of ‘Italian duchesses
who took an active part in political life, she wanted to play a similar role
in Poland, and her intention was to strengthen the monarchy’s power
by removing or limiting the Sejm’s legislative capabilities”’*. However,
the understanding that was evident here quickly gave way to a critical
appraisal, especially of the means that the queen used to achieve her
goals'®. As far as the influence of the Renaissance is concerned, the author
mentioned that Bona significantly ‘contributed to the deepening of links
between Polish culture and Western trends’'®. However, he remained
silent about the queen’s efforts to raise Zygmunt August to the Lithuanian
throne, attributing it entirely to Zygmunt I. Writing about the upbringing
of the only child, Nanke accused Bona of having a harmful influence on
her son'*. He kept silent about her hostility towards Barbara RadziwiH,
whose death — and the suspicion of having poisoned her levelled against
Bona — was supposed to have caused the split between son and mother
and her leaving the country with treasures which Poland unsuccessfully
attempted to claim back until the end of the 18th century'”.

Maria Ludwika was also not especially appreciated by Nanke, who
wrote about her political marriage to Wiadystaw IV'¥#, the marriage of the

132 For more about the author and his textbooks, see: ]. Pisuliniska, Dziatalnosé naukowa
i dydaktyczna Czestawa Nankego na Uniwersytecie Jana Kazimierza we Lwowie, in: Wielokulturowe
srodowisko historyczne Lwowa w XIX i XX w., vol. 4, eds. L. Zaszkilniak, J. Maternicki, Lwdw—
Rzeszow 2006, pp. 461-473; eadem, Czestaw Nanke (1883-1950), in: Zlota ksiega historiografii
lwowskiej XIX i XX wieku, eds. ]. Maternicki, L. Zaszkilniak, [vol. 1], Rzeszow 2007, pp. 525-536.

133 “ksigzniczek wioskich, ktére braly czynny udziat w Zzyciu politycznem, pragneta
podobna role odegrac¢ w Polsce, a zamiarem jej byto wzmocnienie wladzy monarszej przez
usunigcie lub ograniczenie ustawodawstwa sejmowego’. C. Nanke, Historia nowozytna.
Podrecznik dla klas wyzszych szkot srednich. Cze$é pierwsza od poczqtku w. XVI. do pierwszego
rozbioru Polski i wybuchu rewolucji francuskiej, 4th edition, Lwéw-Warszawa 1929, p. 69.

134 The discussion involved intrigues, bribing of senators and selling of offices. Ibidem.

135 “przyczynita sie do pogtebienia zwiazkéw kultury polskiej z zachodnimi pradami’.
Ibidem, p. 71.

136 He wrote: “wychowanie matki Bony wywarto wptyw szkodliwy na jego charakter.
Przebywajac ciagle w otoczeniu kobiecem, bez silnej reki nauczyciela, wyrobit w sobie
obok skrytoéci i podejrzliwosci pewna miekkos¢ i nieche¢ do stanowczego dziatania, ktora
dopiero w pdézniejszym okresie rzadéw zdotal przezwyciezy¢” [‘Being raised by Mother
Bona had a harmful influence on his character. Constantly spending time in the company
of women, without a teacher’s strong hand, he developed — in addition to secrecy and
suspicion — a certain softness and reluctance to resolute action, which he only managed to
overcome in the later period of his reign’]. Ibidem, p. 74.

137 Ibidem.

138 He added that it was related to the shift in the foreign policy of the country. Ibidem,
p- 146.
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latter’s widow to Jan II Kazimierz, and the queen’s participation in the
‘long negotiations” with Emperor Ferdinand III, which at first resulted in
a favourable defence alliance and military support in a difficult time, but
ultimately brought about the calamitous Treaty of Wehlau-Bromberg,
which exempted the Duke of Prussia from his fief duties'. In a sub-chapter
devoted to Lubomirski’s rebellion, Nanke wrote that Maria Ludwika,
as an advocate of absolutism, was vigorously involved in the vivente rege
election project, meaning bribing of deputies and the use of ‘very dangerous
means’* by both sides of the conflict. Due to the Sejm’s rejection of the
ideas of a court party, it was decided — especially by the queen — to punish
Lubomirski. He did not submit to the verdict, but won over his proponents,
the author wrote, and at the same time made ‘pledges of loyalty’*! to the
queen. The last mention of Jan II Kazimierz’s abdication mentioned that he
was discouraged after the ‘death of his enterprising wife, who was the main
engineer of court policy”*.

The next Frenchwoman on the Polish throne also met with Nanke’s
criticism. The historian mentioned Marysienikka’s claims against Louis
XIV, which resulted in a reorientation in the country’s foreign policy'*.
In turn, when discussing internal politics, he wrote about the deepening
anarchy and the widespread breaking up of sejm assemblies by magnates,
‘to which Marysienika’s intrigues often contributed*. It is thus evident
that Nanke held no sympathies for any of the royal spouses meddling in
politics.

The Romanist, teacher, headmaster and school superintendent Antoni
Ryniewicz (1881-1944) mentioned only Bona in his textbook, linking the

3% However, the author did not accuse the queen directly, and indicated the difficult
situation of the country and the poor handling of the matter of the Teutonic Knights by
Zygmunt I. Ibidem, p. 155.

140 “bardzo niebezpiecznych srodkéw’. Ibidem, p. 162.

141 “‘odwiadczenia poddanczej wiernosci’. Ibidem, p. 163.

142 “$mierci przedsiebiorczej malzonki, ktora byla gléwna kierowniczka polityki
dworskiej'. Ibidem.

43 The author wrote about Maria Kazimiera: ‘byta niegdys dama dworu Ludwiki Marii.
Ludwik XIV uwazat jq potrosze zawsze za swa poddang tem bardziej, ze ciagle zabiegala
u niego o rézne materialne korzysci dla swej rodziny. Gdy jednak odmowit jej ojcu tytutu
ksiazecego, obrazona krolowa skorzystata ze swego nieograniczonego niemal wptywu na
malzonka i sktonita go ostatecznie do porzucenia dotychczasowej polityki’ ['she was once
a lady in waiting to Ludwika Maria. Louis XIV always considered her to be somewhat
his subject, especially since she constantly solicited him for various material benefits for
her family. However, when he denied her father the ducal title, the scorned queen took
advantage of her nearly unlimited influence on her husband and finally convinced him to
abandon his previous policies’]. Ibidem, p. 185.

144 “do czego nierzadko przyczynialy sie intrygi Marysienki’. Ibidem, p. 188.
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queen with the influence of Renaissance culture and the influx of her
compatriots into Poland'®.

TEXTBOOKS FOR GYMNASIUMS AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS: THE 1930S

Did the perception of controversial Polish queens of the Early Modern
Era change — and in what way —in textbooks for the reformed gymnasium
and secondary schools?

In the popular textbook by medievalist Wanda Moszczenska (1896-1974)
and teacher Halina Mrozowska (1894-1951)"4¢, Bona was mentioned — as was
the case with Ryniewicz — in the context of the development of Renaissance
culture in Poland, although she was treated somewhat more broadly and
ambivalently'¥. The authors completely omitted Maria Ludwika, although
there was discussion of Lubomirski’s rebellion. Marysienka was only

15 A. Ryniewicz, Historia Sredniowieczna i nowozytna ze szczegdlnem uwzglednieniem dziejéw
Polski, 3rd edition, Lwow—Warszawa 1929, p. 107. In the encyclopaedic outline by authors
Stanistaw Arnold (1895-1973), Czestaw Lesniewski (1888-1947), H. Pohoska, there was a brief
mention of Maria Kazimiera and her personal resentment towards Louis XIV, although, due to
the maturity of the recipient, it was clearly emphasized that this was by no means the primary
cause of the reorientation in foreign policy, but only a ‘side event'. S. Arnold, Cz. Le$niewski,
H. Pohoska, Polska w rozwoju dziejowym: zagadnienia polityczne, ustrojowe, gospodarczo-spoteczne,
kulturalne. Zeszyt I. Dzieje polityczne Polski, Warszawa 1929, p. 113. Pohoska evaluated this
collective text as follows: ‘Zupelnie nowy typ podrecznika, nie przewidzianego programem,
stanowita ksigzka, opracowana dla dawnej VII-ejklasy gimnazjum i miata jej utatwic¢ syntetyczne
ujecie dziejow Polski. Cata ksigzka miata uktad zagadnieniowy w przekrojach podtuznych.
Byt to podrecznik spotykany w Niemczech, a ktory pierwszy raz ukazat si¢ w Polsce” ['The
book, developed for the former seventh grade of the gymnasium, was a completely new type of
textbook, not provided for in the programme, intended to facilitate the synthetic presentation
of the history of Poland. The entire book was arranged by issue in longitudinal cross-sections. It
was a textbook seen in Germany, appearing in Poland for the first time’]. H. Pohoska, Dydaktyka
historii (wydanie 11-gie, uzupetnione i rozszerzone, dostosowane do nowych programéw), Warszawa
1937, pp. 306-307.

46 For more on textbooks by this team of authors, see: J. Maternicki, Polska, pp. 141-142.

47 The authors noted that ‘Otoczona swymi rodakami, sprzyjala wprowadzeniu tego
sposobu zycia, do ktérego przywykta na potudniu, owych zabaw, biesiad, tanncow i muzyki,
barwnych strojow, wyszukanych sprzetéw, a nawet kwiatow i jarzyn wtoskich. Bona
wiec przyczynila si¢ do zmiany dawnych prostych obyczajéw na renesansowy zbytek,
swobode i ucieche” [‘Surrounded by her countrymen, she favoured the introduction of
the lifestyle she had become used to in the south, those games, feasts, dances and music,
colourful costumes, refined equipment, and even Italian flowers and vegetables. Bona thus
contributed’, they opined, ‘to the changed of the former, simple customs into Renaissance
excess, freedom and pleasure’]. W. Moszczenska, H. Mrozowska, Podrecznik do nauki historii
na drugq klase gimnazjalng, Lwéw 1934, p. 147.
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mentioned in the context of an alliance with France'®®. However, in the

chapter devoted to the upbringing of young people in the 17th century,
there was a discussion of the almost non-existent education for girls and
the fact that “The woman did not take part in political life; she married early
and spent little time in society. It was also rare to meet an educated woman
whose command of Latin would equal that of a man. Towards the end of
the 17th century, young ladies from wealthy noble families acquired good
manners and practice in speaking foreign languages at boarding schools
run by the nuns of the Order of the Visitation of Holy Mary''*.

Teacher and school inspector Tadeusz Bornholtz (1901-1966)"*, in a highly
acclaimed textbook for the second grade of gymnasium schools did not
mention any of the protagonists discussed here at all'*, although he discussed
the culture of the Renaissance, the politics of the last of the Jagiellons, and the
reigns of Wiadystaw IV, Jan Il Kazimierz and Jan III Sobieski.

Jan Dabrowski treated Bona differently in a textbook for gymnasium
students. Characterising humanism and the Renaissance in Poland, henot only
stated that these trends were favoured by the new queen, who “maintained
a numerous and excellent Italian court in Krakow’'®?, but also added that
bishops and magnates tried to match the rulers'>. While discussing the state’s
internal politics in the 17th century, the author wrote, ‘Jan II Kazimierz and
his wife Maria Ludwika wanted to repair internal relations. Having realized
that the Sejm reform would not succeed, they tried a different direction for
their reforms: they wanted to conduct an election during the king’s lifetime
and strengthen royal power. However, ambitious magnates resisted, and
further efforts of the court in this direction ultimately led to civil war’*>.

48 Jbidem, p. 223. It also included a portrait of the queen.

149 “Kobieta nie brata udziatu w zyciu politycznem, wczesnie wychodzita za maz i mato
przebywata w towarzystwie; rzadko tez mozna byto spotkac kobiete wyksztatcong, ktora
by na réowni z mezczyzna wladala tacing. Pod koniec XVII wieku w konwiktach zakonu
wizytek panny z bogatych szlacheckich rodow nabieraty dobrych manier oraz wprawy we
wladaniu obcemi jezykami’. W. Moszczenska, H. Mrozowska, op. cit., pp. 239-240.

130 J. Maternicki, Polska, pp. 311-312.

151 T. Bornholtz, Historia dla kl. 11 gimnazjow, Lwéw 1937.

132 ‘utrzymywata w Krakowie liczny i $wietny dwor wioski’.

153 J. Dabrowski, Historia. Tom drugi dla II klasy gimnazjow, Lwow 1938, p. 139. The
author also included a photograph of Bona’s portrait. Ibidem, p. 137.

154 “Jan Kazimierzijego zona Maria Ludwika pragnelinaprawy stosunkéw wewnetrznych.
Przekonawszy sig, ze reforma sejmowania si¢ nie uda, prébowali reform w innym kierunku:
chcieli przeprowadzi¢ elekcje za zycia krola i wzmocni¢ wladze krélewska. Oparli si¢ temu
jednak ambitni magnaci, a dalsze zabiegi dworu w tym kierunku doprowadzily wreszcie do
wojny domowej'. ]. Dabrowski, Historia, pp. 207-208. The author also mentioned Lubomirski,
as the main opponent of the court and the Battle of Matwy, concluding with the statement
‘Jan Kazimierz musiat si¢ wyrzec planéw elekcji za swego zycia. Naprawa Rzeczypospolitej,
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Like Moszczenska and Mrozowska, the author paid the least attention
to Maria Kazimiera, mentioning her only in the context of Sobieski’s
alliance with France'.

It is worth comparing the narrative for gymnasium students with the
one for secondary school students, written by J. Dabrowski. In the penul-
timate chapter of the first grade textbook, discussing the artistic culture in
Poland from the 14th to the 17th centuries, the author listed Wawel Castle
and Bona’s castle in Niepotomice as examples of secular construction in
the Renaissance era and a model to be followed by magnates®. When
discussing miniature paintings, he mentioned the queen’s prayer book'”’.

In the second most frequently used secondary school textbooks by
teacher, education historian and history didact, Jadwiga Lechicka (1898-
1965)"%, Bona appeared only in a source from the era, which mentioned the
place from which she watched the Prussian homage ceremony'”. Although
the author discussed the times of Wtadystaw IV and Jan II Kazimierz, she
completely ignored the wife of the two Vasa kings'®.

L

What conclusions en bloc can be drawn from the analysis of textbooks
from the period of 1918-1939, as far as the politically active queens of the
16th and 17th century are concerned? The following are among the most
obvious: 1) in textbooks published after 1918, interest in the ambitious
spouses of Zygmunt I, Wiadystaw IV and Jan II Kazimierz, and Jan III
Sobieski, waned; 2) the picture of Maria Ludwika, which was re-evaluated
in the 19th century — mainly due to the policies of the Stariczyk faction —
became obsolete, and on the pages of textbooks, politics were most often
practised not by the queen, but by her husbands; 3) Maria Kazimiera —
portrayed in the 19th century as a politically active and chimerical ruler —

o ktorej wielu zaczeto mysle¢ pod wplywem klesk zewnetrznych, zostala na dlugi czas
udaremniona’ [‘Jan Kazimierz had to abandon the plans of an election during his lifetime.
The repair of the Commonwealth, which many people had begun thinking of as a result
of external calamities, was thwarted for a long time’]. Ibidem, p. 208. Maria Ludwika also
appeared here in a 17th-century source. Ibidem, p. 211.

155 Ibidem, pp. 202-203.

156 Idem, Historia powszechna i polska dla I klasy wszystkich wydziatow licedw ogdlnoksztat-
cqcych, Lwow 1939, p. 410.

57 Ibidem, p. 412.

158 J. Maternicki, Polska, pp. 89-113.

159 J. Lechicka, Historia dla I klasy liceum. Czgs¢ 11. Dzieje wiekéw Srednich, dzieje nowozytne
do 1660 r., Lwow 1938, p. 231.

160 Lechicka also developed a textbook for the second grade of secondary schools in
two parts, but its print run was destroyed after the outbreak of World War II.
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now played the role of an unbearable wife, causing her husband worry in
his old age; 4) the image of Bona Sforza, the only queen who, inscribed in
the ideological and political needs of the Pitsudski faction, became a symbol
not so much of a politician — since she was often overlooked for the obvious
success that was the election of her underage son —but of a diligent caretaker
who strengthened the economic activity carried out in the South-Eastern
Borderlands, which was treated in the 1930s as the basis for Poland’s status
as a global power; 5) most information about the wives of the last Jagiellons
and Vasas were provided by the authors of primary school textbooks, less
for gymnasiums and the least for secondary schools, where the material in
the form of ‘development sequences’ — not ‘cross-sections” and colourful
‘episodes’ — even if it made it difficult to appreciate ambitious queens, it
did not make it impossible to do so; 6) both female and male authors of
textbooks have a similar ‘spectrum’ of attitudes: from affirmations (e.g.
Pohoska-Wysznacka, Jarosz), to ambivalence (Moszczeriska-Mrozowska,
Szelagowski), to adverse treatment of the untrustworthy wives of the rulers
(Morawska, Nanke); 7) the reorientation of the ideal from civic and state-
focused to national and state-focused is only seen at the primary school level,
in textbooks for the fifth grade of primary schools from 1937, written by
Jarosz, Gebert and Schonbrenner, which placed a stronger emphasis on the
importance of work and everyday efforts, and the need to ensure the security
of the state; 8) in the textbooks of the interwar period, the queens of the Early
Modern era were reduced to specifics: new crops and ways of managing,
fashion and customs, entrepreneurship that gave rise to independence,
wealth and a sense of security, as well as — a rebours Marysienska — care
for the family. They corresponded to values which — especially in the 1930s
and coming out of the great crisis'® — found recognition with the more
emancipated younger generations of Poles.

The textbook authors” warmer attitude towards Bona was largely due to
the researchers of the “golden age’, who in the 1920 began to increasingly
oppose the black legend of the queen. In the collected work Polska, jej
dzieje i kultura (1927-1928), Oskar Halecki especially praised the economic
activities of the Italian Queen. Seeing in her ‘a strong and uncommon
individuality” which played ‘an important role” in Poland, he nevertheless

1 It was a great challenge for the women’s movement. Its victims were working
married women, who were most often fired, which was the subject of public discussion
in magazines. In turn, a form of fighting unemployment was to be a form of supporting
domestic industry and reforming household budgets. For more, see: K. Lozowska-
Marcinkowska, Sprawy niewiescie. Problematyka czasopism kobiecych Drugiej Rzeczypospolitej,
Poznan 2010, pp. 141-148.
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accused her of ignoring the laws in force'®. Extensive research by Krakow
scholar Wtadystaw Pociecha (1893-1958), who included Bona’s profile
in the 1936 Polski Stownik Biograficzny'®, most likely had the greatest
influence on the evolution of views among historians. An expression of this
phenomenon may have been the work of Kazimierz Hartleb (1886-1951)
of Lviv, who wrote about the “unjustly condemned and fundamentally
poorly framed” politics of the queen'®. Under the influence of research
by Pociecha and Ludwik Kolankowski (1882-1956), the Lviv proponent
of Pitsudski found himself among those scholars who strongly advocated
a review of the existing views of the historical role of Zygmunt Stary’s
wife. He himself worked on changing them, disseminating the latest
findings in popular science syntheses'®.

During the interwar period, changes in the area of women’s
emancipation took place slowly, including in the participation of women

2. O. Halecki, Lata wojenne Zygmunta Starego, in: Polska, jej dzieje i kultura od czaséw
najdawniejszych do chwili obecnej. Tom pierwszy od pradziejéw do roku 1572, Warszawa 1927,
pp- 310-341.

163 W. Pociecha emphasized that Bona’s policy had two objectives: to strengthen the
king’s power by accumulating the king’s private property and fighting against the oligarchy
of the nobility, as well as to restore the Jagiellons” position in Central and Eastern Europe,
which they held before 1515. The Krakow historian described the economic policy of the
queen as ‘najsmielszy eksperyment gospodarczy, jaki zna nasza historia” [‘the boldest
economic experiment our history has ever known’]. In it, he saw the main reason for the
aversion for the Italian queen. Idem, Bona Sforza d’Aragona, in: Polski Stownik Biograficzny,
vol. 2, Krakéow 1936, p. 293.

164 K. Hartleb, Biblioteka Zygmunta Augusta, Lwow 1928, p. 32.

165 Hartleb’s popular science work, devoted to the last of the Jagiellons, was signi-
ficant here. In it, he admitted that although Bona was not free from flaws, these were
counterbalanced by numerous virtues, about which he wrote emphatically: ‘Za wtasne
rodowe pienigdze skupowata majatki dla dynastii, dla panstwa, swiecita przykladem
rzadnego wlodarza, uczyla gospodarowac¢ i tych gospodarzy wychowywata.
Bezwzgledna dla moznych. Uczyta wyrobienia politycznego, poszanowania dla
wtadzy krolewskiej, postuchu poddanych. A poznata spoleczenstwo polskie, jak mato
kto inny. Zastuzyta sobie na pelng wdziecznos¢ narodu, godna stanagé¢ w rzedzie na-
jbardziej zastuzonych krélowych’ [“With her family’s own money, she purchased es-
tates for the dynasty, for the state; she shone as an example of a prudent ruler; she
taught people management and educated these managers. She was ruthless towards
the mighty. She taught political refinement, respect for royal authority and listening
to one’s subjects. She got to know the Polish society like no one else. She earned the
full gratitude of the nation, worthy to stand among the most deserving queens’]. Idem,
Ostatni Jagiellonowie. Sylwety monarchéw i ludzi. Ocena wydarzen, Lwow 1938, p. 57. For
more, see: M. Hoszowska, Kobiety w twdrczosci Kazimierza Hartleba (1886-1951), in:
Czlowiek — Spoteczeristwo — Zrédlo. Studia dedykowane Profesor Jadwidze Hoff, eds. S. Kozak
et al., Rzeszow 2014, pp. 560-575.
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in ‘pure politics’® and their growing professionalization'?”. Despite

the persistent material and mental barriers, the percentage of women
among students remained relatively high between 1918 and 1939'%. They
entered the field of history more boldly'®, delineating areas of research

166 During the Second Republic of Poland, women in both chambers of parliament
held only 41 deputy seats and 20 senatorial seats. The most numerous representation
of women was that of Sanation (27), then National Democracy (13) and the peasant
movement (7). Women deputies and senators rarely entered the ranks of political
party authorities. The need for self-fulfilment, Andrzej Chojnowski believes, was
a form of escape from the monotony of family life. A. Chojnowski, Aktywnosé
kobiet w zyciu politycznym, in: Rowne prawa, p. 48. In parliament, women were more
visible in the first decade of the Second Republic, contributing significantly to ‘do
rozwoju demokratycznego ustawodawstwa, przede wszystkim odnoszacego sie do
szkolnictwa i catego systemu edukacji, do rozwoju opieki nad dzieckiem i matka, do
poprawy sytuacji prawnej i spotecznej kobiet [...] kierowaty si¢ troska o dobro ogotu,
spoteczenstwa i panistwa, nie poddajac sie zacietrzewieniu politycznemu i partyjnemu’
[‘the development of democratic legislation, especially concerning education and
the entire education system, to the development of child and mother care, to the
improvement of the legal and social situation of women [...] guided by concern for the
welfare of the general public, society and the state, without yielding to political and
party obstinacy’]. M. Sliwa, Udziat kobiet w wyborach i ich dziatalnos¢ parlamentarna, in:
Réwne prawa, p. 60. In the opinion of Roman Wapinski, Polish women still held back
from entering ‘pure politics’, which resulted from the beliefs (including those of Roman
Dmowski) about the place of women in social life. Although after 1918, social activism
— previously treated as a kind of national mission — became commonplace, women’s
educational work, self-help and charity activities were given the greatest recognition,
mainly in the intelligentsia and metropolitan communities. R. Wapinski, Kobiety i zycie
publiczne — przemiany pokoleniowe, in: Réwne prawa, pp. 25-36. For more about the ideal
of the woman-citizen, see: D. Kalwa, Kobieta aktywna w Polsce migdzywojennej. Dylematy
$rodowisk kobiecych, Krakow 2001, pp. 117-134.

167 J. Zarnowski, Kobiety w strukturze spoleczno-zawodowej Polski miedzywojennej, in:
Réwne prawa, pp. 95-108.

168 J. Suchmiel, Dziatalnos¢ naukowa kobiet w Uniwersytecie we Lwowie do roku 1939,
Czestochowa 2000; M. Kondracka, Kobiety na uniwersytetach, in: Réwne prawa, pp. 271-279;
U. Perkowska, Studentki Uniwersytetu Jagielloniskiego 1894-1939. W stulecie immatrykulacji
pierwszych studentek, Krakéw 1994; ]. Halbersztadt, Kobiety w murach Uniwersytetu
Warszawskiego 1915-1939, in: Kobieta i kultura. Kobiety wsréd twércéw kultury intelektualnej
i artystycznej w dobie rozbioréw i w niepodleglym panstwie polskim, vol. 4, eds. A. Zarnowska,
A. Szwarc, Warszawa 1996, pp. 107-126; D. Mazurczak, Kariery akademickie kobiet w Polsce
miedzywojennej — Uniwersytet Poznanski, in: Kobieta i kultura, pp. 127-138; ]. Kolbuszewska,
Kobiety w drodze na naukowy Olimp... Akademicki awans polskich historyczek (od schytku XIX
wieku po rok 1989), £.6dz 2020, pp. 67-114.

169 While prior to 1918, women were authors of fewer than 5% of doctoral dissertations,
in the 1920s the rate rose to 21.9%, and in the 1930s it was 31.6%. M. Wierzbicka,
B. Jakubowska, Autorski i dzieta — kobiety w polskiej nauce historycznej w dwudziestoleciu
miedzywojennym, in: Kobieta i kultura, pp. 75-88; H. Wéjcik-L.agan, Kobiety w polskiej mysli
dydaktyczno-historycznej w latach 1918-1939, in: Polska w XIX i XX wieku — spoteczernstwo
i gospodarka, eds. W. Caban et al., Kielce 2013, pp. 363-373. The author writes about over
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of interest to them, such as women’s history, which was presented at the
7th International Congress of Historical Sciences in Warsaw (1933) by
Lugja Charewiczowa (1897-1943)'"°, who then implemented the discipline
creatively. In her most important work in this field, she highly assessed
Bona’s education, emphasising that the queen also ensured the careful
education of her daughters'”’.

In conclusion, it should be said that the highlighting of the independent
wife of Zygmunt I in the history textbooks of the Second Republic of
Poland from among the three controversial queens — mainly because of
her intelligence, diligence, entrepreneurship, and her attachment to her
husband and children — corresponded largely to the needs of contemporary
people'”?, who noted the possibility of using the casus of the Italian queen in
the upbringing of future generations of Poles'”. Bona, who embodied the
‘golden age’ of culture and the global power status of the Poland of the last
of the Jagiellons, fit as an educational model much more than the French
wives of rules who had to rule in conditions that posed a threat to the state
identity and growing anarchy in the country. This in fact was a decisive

20 women active in the field of history didactics in interwar Poland.

70 J. Suchmiel, fucja Charewiczowa 1897-1943. Zycie i dzieto, Czestochowa 2001;
A.Kusiak, O historii kobiet, in: Humanistyka i ptec, vol. 2, Kobiety w poznaniu naukowych wczoraj
i dzis, eds. E. Pakszys, D. Sobczynska, Poznan 1997, pp. 197-218; eadem, Lucja Charewiczowa
— inicjatorka badan nad przesztosciq kobiet polskich, in: Kobieta i kultura, pp. 99-103.

71 },. Charewiczowa, Kobieta w dawnej Polsce. Do okresu rozbioréw, added an afterword
J. Suchmiel, Poznan 2002, pp. 85-86. The author also mentioned the queen’s ‘gardening
expertise’. Ibidem, p. 26. However, the historian complained about the shallowness of
women’s education among the ladies-in-waiting of the French queens, as well as those
of the nobility, thriving on pettiness and gossip. She criticised foreign upbringing, which
gave rise to contempt for Polishness. Ibidem, pp. 99-100.

172 K. Sierakowska, Rodzice, dzieci, dziadkowie... Wielkomiejska rodzina inteligencka w Polsce
1918-1939, Warszawa 2003; eadem, Macierzyristwo — wizje a rzeczywistos¢, in: Rowne prawa,
pp- 209-219.

7 In the 1930s, there was a significant increase in Poland’s recognition for the
educational purposes of history, updating the past and the ideal of regionalism. There
was a growing recognition for the role of work and — especially in the years preceding
the outbreak of war — defence, which was associated with the advancement of the social
and economic history, as well as the military. The deeds of the textbook heroes of the
past were to stimulate civic activity of young Poles. The greatest hero among them was
Jozef Pitsudski, embodying the best traditions of the Polish state. One-sided invoking
of tradition, overlooking the merits of political opponents and control of emotions were
accompanied by criticism of applied history, aggressive idealisation, simplification and
taking advantage of historical facts in the current political interests of the government.
W. Suleja, W. Wrzesinski, Argument historyczny jako element wychowania parnstwowego
w szkole II Rzeczypospolitej, in: Wartosci w edukacji historycznej, ed. J. Rulka, Bydgoszcz
1999, pp. 168-189; For more, see: H. Wéjcik-Lagan, Kult bohatera narodowego. Jézef Pitsudski
w szkolnej edukacji historycznej w latach trzydziestych XX wieku, Kielce 2012.
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fact in the reorientation and warning up of her textbook depictions, which
provided the queen with another ‘life after life’.

(translated by LINGUA LAB)
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Autorka artykutu przedstawia zmiany jakie dokonaly si¢ w podrecznikowym obrazie
kobiet — zaliczanych do grupy antybohaterek dziejow Polski — w latach 1918-1939. Punktem
wyijscia s opracowania dziewietnastowieczne, w ktoérych uwaga piszacych skupiona byta
na wybitnych krélowych doby nowozytnej: Bonie, Marii Ludwice i Marii Kazimierze. Sto-
sunek do nich autoréw opracowan historyczno-dydaktycznych powstatych po odzyskaniu
niepodlegtosci byt pochodna réznych czynnikéw, ale i dowodem akceptacji dla nowych rél
kobiet w scalanym na nowo spoleczenstwie, m.in. drogg edukagji historycznej. Dotyczylo to
szczegolnie tych kobiecych rdl, ktére wywolywaty spoleczny opor, poniewaz zwiazane byty
z zaangazowaniem w polityke, uznawana za przestrzen meskiej aktywnosci.

W artykule potozono nacisk na ujecia poréwnawcze, tak, aby wyraznie zarysowaty
sie réznice miedzy tym, co byto typowe dla uje¢ dydaktycznych sprzed i po 1918 r. Prze-
analizowano 30 podrecznikéw historii powstatych w pierwszej i drugiej dekadzie Polski
Odrodzonej, adresowanych do dzieci i mtodziezy szkét powszechnych, gimnazjow i lice-
ow ogolnoksztatcacych. Poszukiwano przy tym odpowiedzi na pytania: 1. W jaki sposéb
postrzegano ambitne wladczynie w odmiennych warunkach politycznych, tj. w sytuagji
formalnej réwnosci praw politycznych kobiet i mezczyzn? 2. Na ile podreczniki dla zre-
formowanej przez pitsudczykow szkoty odroéznialy sie od tych wykorzystywanych wcze-
$niej? 3. W jakiej mierze reorientacja ideatu wychowawczego w lat trzydziestych XX w.
wplyneta na obraz rozpolitykowanych polskich krélowych doby nowozytnej?

Stowa kluczowe: historia kobiet, dydaktyka historii, Druga Rzeczypospolita, Bona
Sforza d’Aragona, Maria Ludwika Gonzaga, Maria Kazimiera d’Arquien
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