Pobrane z czasopisma Studia Bia?orutenistyczne http://bialor utenistyka.umcs.pl
Data: 20/01/2026 12:21:49

DOI:10.17951/sb.2019.13.91-113
Studia Biatorutenistyczne 13/2019 HISTORY, CULTURE AND SOCIOLOGY

Alena Sumko

Polotsk State University (Belarus)
Email: sumko_elena@mail.ru
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9940-0236

Life Support of the Belarusian Village in the Post-War
Period (the Second Half of the 1940s - Early 1950s)

Zabezpieczenie materialne biatoruskiej wsi w okresie powojennym
(druga potowa lat 40. — poczqtek lat 50. XX w.)

XKelyuazabecnausHHe benapyckad 8Ecki y naciasaeHHs! 4ac
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Abstract

The stabilisation of the Belarusian village in the period of post-war renewal had its own
peculiarities. Very clearly they were manifested in the example of Northern Belarus, where co-
existed areas with different types of socio-economic structure and, accordingly, with different
levels of well-being of the population, which was characterised by different mentalities. The
revival of agriculture in the Eastern regions of Northern Belarus took place on the basis of the
collective farm state system. In the Western regions in the post-war period, individual farms
prevailed, which provided the bulk of agricultural production. The search for material resources
for life by the rural population in different areas of the region revealed an intra-ethnic division
into “Westerners’ and ‘Easterners’ with a wide range of mutual socio-cultural stereotypes for-
mulated in the memories of local residents about the post-war years.

Archival data and oral history materials indicate that during this period a major role in the
search for funds for the life of the peasants was played by private farms both in the Eastern and
Western regions. However, if it was the main source of income for individual farmers, the peas-
ants in collective state farms were forced to combine the processing of personal plots with work
on the farm, the payment for which was not a factor in stimulating agriculture and usually was
minimal. The lack of material stimulation caused the desire to minimise labour participation
on the collective farm. The materials of oral history represent the cruel reality of the post-war
period during which atypical forms of economic and commercial activities of the villagers
arose or became relevant: in addition to traditional occupations, illegal forms of commercial
entrepreneurship developed, which often had a criminal nature. A special manifestation of the
illegal economic activity of Belarusian villagers was home brewing, which became widespread
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because it was an effective way to change agricultural products into ‘real money’ and thus

brought the necessary financial means to upgrade their own economy.

Keywords: Belarus, post-war reconstruction, agriculture, collective farm, illegal economic

activity

Abstrakt

W okresie powojennym proces stabilizacji na biatoruskiej wsi posiadat cechy, ktore byty
szczegodlnie zauwazalne w potnocnej czgsci kraju, gdzie wspotistnialy regiony zréznicowane
spotecznie i ekonomicznie, a — co za tym idzie — charakteryzujace si¢ r6znym poziomem zycia
oraz odmienng mentalno$cig mieszkancéw. We wschodnich rejonach poinocnej Biatorusi od-
budowa gospodarki wiejskiej odbywata si¢ w systemie kotchozoéw i sowchozow, w rejonach
zachodnich przewazaty gospodarstwa jednoosobowe. Odmienne sposoby pozyskiwania przez
ludnosc¢ wiejska srodkow utrzymania doprowadzity do podziatu na ,,tych z zachodu” oraz ,,tych
ze wschodu”, a takze — w konsekwencji — do powstania duzej liczby utrwalonych we wspo-
mnieniach miejscowej ludnoéci stereotypoéw. Dane archiwalne oraz przekazy ustne $wiadcza
o tym, ze w badanym okresie zarowno w rejonach wschodnich, jak i zachodnich pozyskiwano
srodki do zycia przede wszystkim dzigki pracy we wlasnych gospodarstwach rolnych. Jednak-
ze o ile rolnicy indywidualni pracowali wylgcznie na swoj rachunek, o tyle chtopi zatrudnieni
w kotchozach byli zmuszeni do dodatkowego wysitku, za ktory otrzymywali niewielkie wy-
nagrodzenie. Brak motywacji finansowej wptywal na niska jako$¢ ich dziatan. Przekazy ustne
$wiadczg o brutalizacji powojennej rzeczywistosci, kiedy to powstawaly i rozkwitaty nielegal-
ne (a czesto takze kryminalne) formy dziatalno$ci gospodarczej, do ktoérych nalezy zaliczy¢
m.in. pedzenie bimbru jako efektywny sposob wymiany produkcji rolnej na ,,zywa gotowke”.

Stowa kluczowe: Bialorus, powojenna odbudowa, rolnictwo, kotchoz, nielegalna dzialalnosé

gospodarcza

AHaTaubisa

Crabimizanpis Oenapyckail BECKI ¥ Tephisil MacisiBaCHHAra aJHAayJCHHS Meja CBac
acaOmiBaciii. BenbMi BbIpasHa siHBI ITpacovBaroliia Ha npeikiaase [laynounait benapyci, n3e
cyicHaBaJli paéHbl 3 PO3HBIMI ThINIAMi CallbIsUIbHA-3KaHAMIYHATA YKIIAdy 1, alaBe/[Ha, PO3HBIM
y3poyHeM J1a0paObITy HACENBHINTBA, SKOE XapaKTapbl3aBaiacs aJpo3Hail MEHTaJIbHACIIO.
AnnHayneHHe cenbCKail racnanapki Ba ycxonnix paénax [laynounait Bemapyci mpaxonsina
Ha acHOBE KajlracHa-cayracHai ciCTaMbl. Y 3aXOoiHiX paéHax y IaBacHHBI 4yac NepaBakali
aZHaacoOHbIS Tracmajapki, sKis 1 3a0scrmeuBani acHOYHbl a0’éM cenbckaracrnagapyai
BBITBOpYACI. 37a0bIBAHHE MATAIPBIIBHBIX CPOAKAY JUIS HKBIIIS BSCKOBBIM HACENIBHILTBAM
y PO3HBIX paéHax raTara pori€Ha BbIAYIsIA YHYTPBIATHIUHBL Maj3ell Ha ‘3axoiqHikay”
1 “Yexomuikay” 3 LIBIPOKIM CHEKTPaM Y3a€MHBIX CalbIAKYJIbTYpHBIX CT3p3aThblNay,

C(l)apMyJ'IS[BaHI)IX Ba S"Cl'[aMiHaX MACIHOBBIX )I(LIXapOS" IIpa maBaCHHBISA T'abl.

APpXIYHBIS 1aA3€HBIS | MATIPBISUTBI ByCHAH TICTOPBII CBEUAIb [IPA TOE, IITO ¥ TITHI MEPBIS
ACHOYHYIO POJIIO ¥ TOINIyKax CPOIKAY JUIs XKBILII CSUISSH afpIrpana acabicTas racraiapka,
NpBIYBIM K Ba YCXOJHIX, Tak 1 ¥ 3axofHiXx paHax. AJHaK, Kajal Juid aJHaacoOHiKay,
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ssHa ObUIa acHOYHaW KpbIHINAK 3a0scriedaHacii, TO CsUISTHE-KaJdracHIKi BbIMYIIAaHbI ObLIi
CHajydalb amnpaunoyky Hpblcsia3iOHall racmaiapki 3 Impamail y kajirace, amiara 3a SIKYIO
He 3’synsuiacs (akrapaM CTBIMYJSBaHHS CSUISHCKad mpansl i Oblla BenbMi Mi3dpHail.
AzcyTHaclb MaT3pbIsIbHAl MaTbIBAllbli BBHIKJIIKIA IMKHEHHE MiHiMalli3aBallb NPaLlOYHbI
Yn3en y KaJleKTbIyHail racrnaaapisl. MaTspbisiibl ByCHal FiCTOPbI MpaACcTayIsionb )KOPCTKYIO
pAaNbHACIb MACIIIBACHHBIX Tafl0y, y SKis Y3HIKII a00 CTali aKTyaIbHEIMIHETHITOBEIS (hOPMBI
JKaHaMivHAi 1 raHan€Bail N3eHHACI CSUITH: CSPOJA TPAABIIBIAHBIX 3SHATKAY pa3BiBaIiCcs
i HenerajbHbI (OPMBI TaHJIEBATa MPaJANPHIMAIBHIITBA, SKis YacTa MeJi KPbIMiHAJIbHBI
xXapakrap. AJMBICIOBall NpasBail HelerajbHara racrajapdara 3aHsTKa OelapyckKix CsuIsTH
3’synsnacs caMaroHaBapa HHE, SKOE CTalla MacaBbIM, MAKOJIbKI Ysyisiaa caboil 3eKThIYHBI

Ly

criocab 3aMeHBI celibcKaracragapyaid npaayKibli ¥ “JKbIBBISI TPOIIBL.

KiaouaBbisi CJIOBBI: EenapyCL, nacjisiBaCHHaeC aﬂHag’ﬂeHHC, CCJIbCKas Tracrajapka, KOJIX03,
HeJlerajabHas DKaHaMidHast ,H3el71HaCHI:

he problems of life support in the modern historical science are actively dis-

cussed in the interdisciplinary discourse. In this paper, the primary issue of

the life support culture is complemented with information regarding the psy-
chological microclimate, the value system in peasant collectives of different sises, as
well as the mechanisms of overcoming difficulties of the socio-economic and political
transformation, developed by the village community. The latter is very evident in war-
time and the post-war period, when it was the priority of the Soviet government, with
its economy ruined, to restore the collective farm system in the liberated territories as
an effective mechanism for providing products and raw materials to cities, industrial
centers, and the army. For the rural population, the ‘post-war reconstruction’ denot-
ed the return to standard private farming, the main source of livelihood to a peasant
family. However, the return to ‘Stalin’s collective farm’ implied that it was neces-
sary to work almost for nothing and there was practically no opportunity to move to
the city. The geographical scope of the study covers the territory of Northern Belarus
(Belarusian Podvinje or Dvina region), a historical-ethnographic region. During the
period examined in this paper, this area was a part of the Polotsk and Vitebsk admin-
istrative regions. The socio-economic differences between those regions were due to
fact that the first included districts which had been part of Poland until 1939, and
thus were dominated by individual farming (Braslavsky, Vidsky, Glubotsky, Dzisnen-
sky, Dokshitsky, Dunilavitsky, Myorsky, Plisky, and Sharkavshchynsky). As a result,
the region was composed of areas of different types of socio-economic structure and,
accordingly, varying levels of well-being among people of different mentality. As to
the chronological framework of the paper, it covers the period of the post-war resto-
ration of agriculture and the collective farm system in the eastern regions of Northern
Belarus, the gradual elimination of individual farms, and the transition to forced col-
lectivisation in the western regions, which was accompanied by the destruction of the
traditional peasant way of life.
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Upon the liberation, Northern Belarus was in an extremely difficult economic situ-
ation. In the Verhnyadvinshchyna region, 426 villages were burned, while the settle-
ments of Dzernavitsky, Rasitsky, Saryansky and Yuzefavsky selsovets (village councils)
were almost completely destroyed. Not a single whole building remained on the territory
of the Asveysky district, and of its 21,062 pre-war inhabitants — only 6,430 people re-
mained (Pamac’, 2000, p. 209). Of the 59,000 inhabitants the Vitebsk region at the time
of the liberation, only 12,000 remained. In Sirotsinsky, these were 24,449 of 48,775
people (VitebSina 2009, p. 128, 212). The total rural population of the Vitebsk region
(14 districts) amounted to 433,000 as of January 1, 1945 (61% of pre-war data), 123,000
(52.3%) in the eastern regions (6 districts) of the Polotsk region, whereas 241,200 (75.5%)
in the western regions (9 districts) of the Polotsk region (VitebSina, 2009, pp. 241-242).

Hy, xoH4bL1aCS BaiiHa, Taabl XK MpbIeXai — Hifg3e Hivora HeT. Toibki BOT Tak Bo 3smuis. Himze

Hiyora HeT. Bo Tak Bo, Ha ca0e raTy XaTKy Hacimi. Yc€ maj Kadajky, yc€ MmacKyasl mamatiii.

Ipsimwti — TonbKi narsuiok 6s6ry. Tam a3spayHs Oblaa — crajifi, i TyT Obl1a — CIatiji, TONbKI

narsuiok Obry. HsMenkist 3siMIIsiHKI ObLTi, TaM TPOXy JajbLId BbIKANaHbisl. J{bIK MBI ¥ ThIX

3SIMIISTHKAX 1 XKBUII, TTaKyJb I9Ta Xatki cabe manactpoini. Ha cabe Bo Hacini OpayHyImauki,

Hacini Ha cabe i crpoini.(ITonanki p-u)' (FAPDU, 6).

The western districts (Braslavsky, Vidsky, Glubotsky, Dzisnensky, Dokshitsky,
Dunilavitsky, Myorsky, Plisky and Sharkavshchynsky) were in a much better eco-
nomic situation than the eastern parts of the region. Although the population in the
entire BSSR was facing difficulties, it was noted in July 1944 that people in the west
remained on their agricultural estates and did not experience the full extent of the oc-
cupation (Chiari, 2008, p. 317). Where there were forests and the Nazis took intense
punitive actions against the partisans (Braslavsky, Sharkavshchynsky), the situation

was grave, which is reflected in the memories of rural residents.

Baiina cinbHa ckypoxsiia Hac (Bpacnaycki p-u)? (FAPDU, 22).

benna, 6exna (xbuti) macne BaifHbl | mimy e, i Bepac e, IITO OBLIO... Haxa X ObLIO

BBDKBII 1 Yc€. Y Hac canini ycé natna ¥ 44-m rany. BsicHo# ycix BbITHAII 3 I3Ip3yHI, Ha

nmagBoasl... Y 3s0ki ¥ 6apaki raani uac (Ineibornki p-u)® (FAPDU, 5).

' Well, the war ended, then we came back and there was nothing anywhere. Only land. There’s
nothing anywhere. We carried this hut on our backs. All to the rolling pin, the bastards burned it
all. We came to see ashes. There was a village — burned, and here was one — burned, burned to
ashes. There were German dugouts a bit further. So we lived in those dugouts until these houses

were built. We carried logs on our backs, carried them and built (Polatsky district).
The war crippled us severely (Braslav district).

* (We lived) in very poor conditions after the war. And we ate linden, and we ate heather, that was
... it was necessary to survive and all. We had everything burned to the ground in *44. In spring,
everyone was driven out of the village, to the carts ... To Zyabki, into the barracks, we were driven

(Glybotsky district).
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51 azcnmyKbly mIdCUB ragoy, Maryika msixora, npaimoy. (I 13e?) Kinencoepr. I agcmyxbry
HI3CIb T30y, | TSIbA3eCcsT NepBbIM Ta1y MPBIMIIOY AaMoy, a TyT ycé ronae i ycé crnanaeHa —
Hi XaThbl, Hi JjaMa sikora — yc€ abcanroTHa. Tonbka actanacs myHs, a acTalbHoe. .. [Ipbiinioy
Ha ronae Mecra (Inbi6ouki p-H)* (FAPDU, 18).

However, it should be noted that the bulk of major punitive expeditions of the Na-
zis (‘Winterzauber’, ‘Waldwinter’, ‘Schneehase’, ‘Greif”, etc.) were launched in the
eastern part of the region, which was part of the rear zone of the Center army group,
and where the guerrilla movement was much more intense.

Memories of the villagers indicate that the problem of physical survival in the
devastated territory was very urgent. The oral discourse of hunger and famine food in
the occupation period remains virtually unchanged in the memories of the first post-
war years. Anything that was edible became food. In the first year after the liberation,
it was commonplace to see people eat frozen potatoes which had not been harvested
from the fields (often littered with landmines as the Germans were retreating). Other
types of food included sorrel, quinoa, or hemp pancakes. People would eat young
leaves of linden or calamus roots. Various herbs and potatoes were added to bread.
Some respondents said that they still vividly remembered the taste sensations of the
post-war extreme gastronomy, which remained relevant due to hunger in the win-
ter-spring period of 1946—1947.

IMocrnie BaiiHbpl ObUTa ranagoyka. Acraiics A3eli i crapbiki, aHi HisKall CKaI[iHbI HE OBUIO.
(Cennencki p-n)’ (FAPDU, 1).

Ha tpynai3ens Ha TOM 1a1y1ib I1a CKOJIbKI IpaM IipChl, @ MBI 1 TOra 3MeJIeM, P3JIKa J13€ JKbIIiHa
narajaena, 3Menem, xjed madom. A skisg xysi0bl msikii? CayciM 3Ha4Yana ipBaii MIBIIIKI
TaKis, acaki IIBIIIKI YKOYIICHBKis OBIBAIOIb PACTYIlh, 1 BOT MIpPOT 3 TAW IIBIIIKI CIISTYDII.
A Tampl SAK CISMYAII, OBIK 1 HESK TITa ampapillia,Tak IIg0e CKpamilb >KalyJak MIbIITKami
rateiMi. [ He nait Bor, sik kb, 3 Baiiael 3 raTail (Jlemenscki p-u)® (PEC, 2011, p. 259).
[Macus BaitHbI Takist CMauHbIs ApaHiKi 3 Mep3iait Oynb0b! Obuti. Hy, siHa ciajkas Obuta. Tas
s HE 3HAIO SIKIM siHa (Mama)oBajiaM JacTaBajia JIbHOCEMsI, MaJIoJli Y7KO 1 siHa Mmipari mekJia,

s TOJIBKI J1a pOTY 1 He Mariia, Hy He Marua s iX rnepaHecii. A 3 kaHaruii Jiro0ina kiénki. Sna

4 Tserved six years in the infantry, and then moved. (And where?) Koenigsberg. I served six years.
And in 1951, I came home, and everything here is naked and everything was burned — no hut,
no house of any kind — absolutely nothing. Only the barn remained, and the rest ... I came to see
a bare place (Glybotsky district).

5 After the war, there was starvation. There were children and old people and no cattle. (Sennensky

district).

On a workday they will give us some grams of chaff, and we grind it, rarely come across a rye

grain, we grind, we bake bread. What kind of bread? Well, we pluck those cones, yellow cones of

sedge which grow in some places, and here we will bake a pie of these cones. And when you bake,
then somehow you will recover, so you will seal the stomach with these cones. And God forbid we
lived the war like this (Lepelsky district).
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BBICOKasI-BbICOKasl. Y Hac TaM y Bapcykax, kajst pepmbl ObU10 mosie Gasblioe, Mbl 3 OpaTam

na0sHKOM, HaLSIPYLIBIM, Tabl MaMa Ha Bellep BILEPYLIbIBAJIA, a TaJbl ¥ CTyIy. A 1ITo Oyr3em

Bapsip? All, kiénauki...(Bepxusasincki p-u)’ (FAPDU, 4).

In order to survive, the inhabitants of the destroyed villages were forced to resort
to begging. In the pre-war period, a special social group of ‘elders’ specialised in this
sacred craft, but after the war it became more common and largely profaned as the
elementary pragmatics of life support came to the fore. Beggars would frequent areas
which had not been as damaged after the war, mainly in the western part of Vitebsk
region, which was in a relatively better economic situation than the destroyed east-
ern regions. Traditional attitudes prohibited refusing alms to beggars as they were

considered to be God’s people.

Mpsl He Xaa3iimi, a 1a Hac macis BaliHBI 3 BacTOYHal bemapyci mpeixaasinmi. SIHBI K Tam

nanangeHslst Obuti, OefHa bUTl, Tak inuti ga wac. [Iperiayup, nansisns €cipb i abdpas,

nepakpacusiua i ,,[Tagaiine pani Xpoicra”... i Tak iuu, it inwi. .. ([iei6ouki p-#)® (FAP-

DU, 15).

In the eastern regions of Northern Belarus, the restoration of agriculture took place
on the basis of the collective and state farm production. It was already in July 1944 that
the Central Committee of the CP(b) and the SNK of the BSSR adopted a resolution ‘On
the Restoration of Collective Farms in the Areas Liberated from the German Invaders
of the Belarusian SSR’ (Poslewoennoe razwitie Glubokskogo rajona, 2010, p. 10). In
the Eastern regions of the Polotsk region, 668 collective farms were restored by the
end of 1944 (ZSA, 1947, 1, 3, 27). In the areas affected by the war to the greatest ex-
tent, the process of restoring collective farms took several years. For example, in some
selsovets (village councils) of Asveishchyna, collective farms were restored only two
or three years after the liberation, as the burned villages were settled (Pamac’, 2000,
p- 209). In the western regions, individual farms dominated in the post-war period, and
the number of collective farms was not significant. The sources record a decrease in
the number of collective farms compared to the pre-war period. In the first year after
the liberation, 25 collective farms were restored in 9 western districts of the Polotsk
region, which combined 379 farms (before the war there were 141 collective farms,

After the war, there were such delicious pancakes from frozen potatoes. Well, they were sweet.

Then I do not know how she (mother) got flaxseed, already milled, and she baked pies, I just
could not take them in my mouth, well, I could not bring them to the mouth. And I liked hemp
dumplings. It’s so tall, tall. There in Barsuki, around the farm, there was a big field and my brother
and I would run and pick it, then mom sifted it in the wind, and then in a mortar. And what would

we cook? Oh, the dumplings... (Verkhnyadvinsky district).

We did not go, but after the war people came to us from Eastern Belarus. All was burned there,

they lived in poor conditions, so they came to us. They would come, see if there is an icon, cross
themselves and “Give for Christ’s sake”... and so they went, went, went ... (Glybotsky district).
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which combined 4789 farms) (VitebSina 2009, p. 398). These were mainly small col-
lective farms. For example, 2 collective farms in the Sharkavshchynsky district only
combined 9 farms, whereas there were 441 farms in these collective farms before the
war. In 1945, the land fund of 9 western districts of the Polotsk region was distributed
as follows in respect of land use: collective farms had 8723 hectares (including 4165
ha of arable lands and gardens and 1320 ha of hay pastures), state farms — 8185 ha
(2060 ha of arable lands and gardens, 1578 ha of hay pastures), peasants — 423,436 ha
(250,430 ha of arable lands and gardens, 92,585 ha of hay pastures)

The diverse socio-economic structure actualised the division into ‘Westerners’ and
‘Easterners’ and predetermined the specifics of the life support system of the rural
population. Oral history shows that the main role in the life support in the period under
review, both for the rural population of the eastern and western collectivised areas, was
played by the individual farm, the restoration of which was a priority. It was a common
situation that people who worked and lived together on a peasant farm were connected
by family relations. All members of the family were involved in the production. Chil-
dren were engaged in farm work early: they grazed cattle, helped to mow the grass,
participated in weeding, etc. However, the status of the peasant as a collective farmer
and an individual farmer differed. The latter owned his land, which encouraged him to
work with full dedication, as it was his only source of life support.

V karo cBas 3sIMJIsI, TaMy JIATYd. 3aiiMaics cBaéit 3aMiéi. 3amuti 66110 MHOTA, 3IMITA OblIa
xapouasi. Tata Oby pabarsirgsiv, He ryabraid. JKbiTa na uwnsBepui! S Takix kamacoy He
Gaubly Hikomi. EH cam 3Hay, sikoe 3epHO, 3¢ cesub. S He Bin3iy, Kani éH kIaycs i kami
yerasay (Imeiborki p-u)° (FAPDU, 15).

Collective-farm peasants had the right to homestead as well. It was legislatively
confirmed in the 1936 Constitution of the USSR, which recognised ‘a small plot of
land for personal use and a subsidiary farm on the plot, a house, animals and small
agricultural implements for personal possession [for every collective household] aside
from the principal income from public collective farming’ (Verbickaa, p. 62). They
combined the cultivation of the household plot with the work on the collective farm,
where almost entire work in the first years following the liberation had to be done
manually and in extremely difficult conditions. The system of payment for workdays
was not an important factor in stimulating peasant labour. During the initial phases of
the post-war reconstruction of the collective farms, there were, in fact, no resources for
their maintenance. Almost all the products of the Belarusian collective farms were first
sent to the fund of the active army, and then to the reconstruction and creation of new

®  Who has his own land, has it easier. They were committed to their land. There was a lot of land,

the land was the good. Dad was hard-working, not lazy. Rye a quarter! I have never seen such ears.
He himself knew what kind of grain to sow and where to sow it. I didn’t see him when he went to
bed or when he got up (Glybotsky district).
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industries, energetics, urban economy (Smahovic, p. 52-53). Villagers remember that
they received hardly anything on workdays in the post-war years:

ITacns BaifHbI rayiaaBai Kparka, WshKka ObLTo Kbilb. Kanok 3amiuryiis. J[aBaji Ha o sKoro
xieba. A sii xne6 6b1y? T'ipca'® 6buta. Tpyna i, Hy, sik Babl po6ii. (ITonamki p-#)'" (FAPDU,
9).

Mamka npsInia JaMoy, Mbl IS PTOY TAIOAHBIX CiTiM, 5 camasi Majas Obula, 1 aHa BOT TaK
BOT NaJIKbUIA HA MATPICKAHHBIA PyUKi rajaBy i IUIakasa, IPbIHECHA MauTapa Iyja Tepipbl.
(Bepxuszsincki p-H)'? (FAPDU, 7).

J13enb paboraelin, najiky nactasiilb. JlaBaii rpam cTo ripchl. SIHa maxorkast Ha JKbITa, aJie JIErKast

Takas i TaM He XpAHa HeTy YHYTpbI, ycé payHo x maiodi. ([Tomauki p-#)'* (FAPDU, 17).

The life support issue was further complicated by the taxes imposed on the rural
population. Each peasant household had to pay a land tax, supply the state (often without
taking into account the actual capacity) with the amount of agricultural products (meat,
potatoes, milk, eggs, etc.) determined by local authorities. The resolution of the USSR
Council of Ministers of June 30, 1948, amended the law on agricultural tax by increasing
the rates by 30%, while sources and rates of profit remained the same (Gistorya Bela-
rusi, 2011, p. 84). A characteristic feature of the new regulations was the expansion of
the range of payers by reducing beneficiaries. Previously, men over 60 and women over
55 had been exempt from taxes, but now they were taxed at 50%. The financial situ-
ation of the families who had lost the breadwinner during the war, where children under
8 years of age remained dependent, deteriorated (Gistorya Belarusi, 2011, p. 85). The
payment of taxes was carried out with difficulties. It cost the peasants their last savings
and supplies, which greatly affected the standard of living of both collective farmers and
individual farmers, as taxes increased exponentially for the latter.

Slitno, cmetany, Macna 36iBaii 1 yce Ha Hanori. Basini ¥ Ilomank i mpamasami. Lli macna
3naBani. Y Baponiuel Tp36a ObUTO 3aHecii Maiako. Macia agjgaci — rpomIbl MalydbIi —
Hasor 3armarim. Kamaryxy Bapeiti. [[luaBenpHik BsuTiki Kangn Bapbuli i €fi, 1 rajgomHbIsa
xanzimi. (Tomanki p-u)'* (FAPDU, 9).

Girsa (bot.), Bromus secalinus, a perennial herb of the grass family, a seed weed that infests rye
crops; used as a forage crop for feeding livestock.

After the war, we were starving, it was difficult to live. We would put down stakes. They gave us
some bread. What kind of bread was it? Girsa. On workdays, well, we worked like oxen.

Mother came home, we were five hungry mouths, I was the smallest, and she put on a cracked
handle head and cried, she brought half a pood of girsa.

On work days, we put down stakes. We got one hundred grams of girsa. It was similar to rye, but
it was so light, there was nothing inside, yet we ground it anyway.

Egg, sour cream, butter and all on taxes. Everything was taken to Polatsk and sold. Or we gave
them butter. In Varonichi, it was necessary to give milk. You gave them butter — you got money

Studia Biatorutenistyczne 13/2019



Pobrane z czasopisma Studia Bia?orutenistyczne http://bialor utenistyka.umcs.pl
Data: 20/01/2026 12:21:49

Life Support of the Belarusian Village in the Post-War Period ... 99

3 KOXKHBIM rofiaM Hakjajani i Hakimagani. 9000 namory, a cagy ¥ Hac — a3Be SIOJBIHI. ..
ajie K Mama rpajaBajia mapacsaT 1 r3Thl HaJIor Bbiwiamiaa. Y 1949 r. Toxka BBIILIALI TITa,
a ¥ akisiopo yoxo ¥ kanxos. (Disibonki p-u)'* (FAPDU, 15).

In the conditions of insufficient wages, the household economy became the main
source of life support for the family of collective farm peasants. The peasants had to
defend their right to personal farming in the fight against the collective farm system,
often sparked by a conflict over the size of the ‘personal estate’ (Sovetskoe gosudarst-
vo, p. 151). In the first post-war years, there was an inaccurate accounting of land and
part of the land fund was independently distributed among the peasants, who did not
want to return it to the collective farm fund, as they actually survived at its expense.
The clarification and measurement of plots of land began after the decision of the
Council of Ministers and the Central Comittee of BCP (b) ‘On Measures of Liquidat-
ing the Violations of the Charter of the Agricultural Artel in Kolkhozy’ of September
19, 1946. At the beginning of 1947, 202,243 cases of ‘seizure’ of public lands in the
amount of 21,572 hectares were recorded in the country, of which 20,505 hectares
were returned to collective farms (Gistorya Belarusi, 2011, p. 79). The documents of
the Polatsk regional Prosecutor’s office show that the following years saw many vi-
olations of the law on the land-use. In 1948, 6412 cases of unauthorised seizure of land
with an area of 921 hectares were registered in the region, in 1949 — one case regarding
an area of 162 hectares, whereas in the first half of 1950 — 733 cases regarding an area
of 83 hectares (ZSA, 964, 1, 59, 161). At the same time, there were 55 people held
criminally responsible for violating the agricultural Charter in 1949 and 72 of them in
the first half of 1950 (ZSA, 964, 1, 59, 162). In a number of collective farms of Ve-
trynsky, Dryssensky, Polatsk, Ushatsky districts, several farmers had homestead lands
0f'0.70 to 0.90 hectares at the established rate of 0.30 hectares (ZSA, 686, 1, 118, 25).
Household management, however, required hard work in the amount of the total work-
ing day of the collective farmer. Taking into account the demographic component, it
was carried out mainly by women, who spent 4—6 times more time performing farm
work than men (Verbickaa, p. 67). Given the lack of financial resources to remunerate
farmers for their work on the state farms, which could guarantee a certain level of
welfare, peasant farmers sought to minimise labour engagement in the farm. To feed
the family, some peasants were employed in other jobs, engaged in the construction
of housing, livestock and cultural and administrative facilities. This, in turn, led to the
fact that collective farmers did not work the required minimum of workdays. In 1946,
only at the collective farms of the Polatsk region, 5676 collective farmers did not work

— you would have to pay the tax. We cooked kalatucha omelettes. We cooked a big pot of sorrel
soup and ate it and still went hungry. (Polatsk district).

15" The tax increased with every year... 9000 roubles, and our whole garden was mere two apple
trees... but my mother sold the piglets and we manager to pay the tax. We paid it in 1949, too, and
in October we were already in the collective farm. (Glybotsky district).
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the required minimum: 5312 from the eastern areas and 364 from the western areas,
2287 of whom were able-bodied collective farmers and 3389 teenagers below the age
of 16 (ZSA, 964, 2, 30, 204). The respondents mentioned a case where the administra-
tion of the collective farms allowed one able-bodied family member to leave the farm
for a couple of months to earn money after the main seasonal works were over, taking
into account the difficulty of his situation. This was one of the actual strategies of the
post-war period and had its own specifics in the region examined. Oral history records
indicate that the residents from the destroyed eastern regions of Northern Belarus emig-
rated to the western regions for work purposes.

VY msiHe nama ¥ 45-bIM BSIpHYYCS paHeHBI. Tambl IITHI BACTOUHIKI 1 Xaa31JIi, TITHIMI TaaMmi.
[a, na, na, ¢ Topbami. Kamy n3e mro pa6ini, i ciryxbu, i xaii, 1 yc& Ha cBere. (Imprdomnki
p-H)'® (FAPDU, 12).

Most of adults performed various seasonal works, while children were mostly en-
gaged in grazing. The respondents mentioned that they worked mainly for food in the
first years after liberation. Very significant are the memories of Vera Kirylavna from
the Verkhnyadvinsk district, where she tells the story of her mother’s journey to West-
ern Belarus for work in order to save her children from hunger.

A Ttazp! )xabpaBanb Mama xaj3ina ¥ Xpabposa (Ha Toil crapane, 3a J[3pBiHOI). YBO3bMeEIb
caHayKi, MAIIKI | maexasna, a BayKi Ta bl ok xaa3ini. [laexana, i aa3id 13eHb Her, i ApyTi. A siHa
tam y 6a0ki Obl1a, Tpoe pabsrTak, MyXKbIKa sie 3201l Tam, y 3anajHaii, TaMm A3spayHs, Mama
Masi acTanacs 1 mamnpacina tas 0aOka, kab Ipoy mapa3aib i Hacoukay padsTKam HaBsi3allb,
HY, Mama Masi raTa ymena. A sk, Kaka TOJIbKI ¥ XaTy HpbIdluIa: Hy, caj3ick, Kaxa, s 1s10e
MaKapMITIO... HaJliJla MHE KaIlyCThl, a SIK €CIb MsiCa TaK i KalycTa pasyMHas. A st K Xaresia
eCTauKi, 5 CXBalllla, KaXbIllb, a sHA rapadas, aOmaiiza Ba pTy, eclb Xady, a POT yBecCh
nagHaycs. Mama €if Tam yc€ crpaBina: Hacoukay HaBs3aja, Y Xare mpeiOpana, i 6aHbKy
BoiTamini...Hy, i MaMa KaKbIllb: IJISAKY, HACBIAClb aA3iH MSIIOK 3sipHA, aJarHana KaHs,
npyri, paui...!7 (FAPDU, 4).

16 My dad returned in 1945, wounded. At that time, these Easterners came. Yes, yes, yes, with bags.
They served whoever they could, they reaped, and did all kinds of things. (Glybotsky district).

7" And then my mother travelled to Khrabrova (on the other side of the Dvina river) to beg. She took
the sleigh, bags and left. There were wolves at that place. She did not come back the first day and
the second. There was a woman with three kids there, her husband had been killed there, in the
West, in the village. My mother stayed at that woman and asked her to let her cut firewood and to
knit socks for her children, Ah, my mother was skillful. As soon as she came home, she told me
to sit down, she said she would feed me... she poured me some cabbage soup, and when there is
meat, then cabbage is good. And I wanted to eat it so much, I grabbed and it was hot so it burned
my mouth. My mother did everything for her: knitted socks, cleaned the house, and heated the
bathhouse... Well, Mama said, look, put one bag of grain on the horse, then the second, the third
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The residents of the western regions also searched for temporary jobs, but rather
in Latvia or Lithuania, and worked mainly for money. This specific feature had a solid
socio-economic implication, which confirms the existence of strong ties between the
Western lands, Latvia and Lithuania, formed as a result of labour migration while this
region was still part of Poland.

Mas mama ciayxpiia ¥ Jlarsii, macnst BaifHBI ¥ Xa3siHa, 39MIIi ¥ sIT0 OBLIIO MHOTA, CKaIliHa.
Kapoy Tam mama faina. ¥V Hac nsinépa a3siei, a KoHi ¥ Hac 3apIxaii. A ski xas3stiin 6e3 kaHs?
Tak BOT maea3e, 3apodinb rpomibl. JIBa passl e3/1311a, Kifgana Maimbix padsat i exama. Ce30H
pabotasa: kapoy naina, Oynb0y kamaina. (ITacraycki p-u)'® (FAPDU, 8).

Remembering the post-war years, villagers noted that the private household al-
lowed them to achieve a certain degree of economic autonomy. It provided food and
raw materials.

X11e6 Ob1y cBoii mamarHi, Oyiki msikiti. CeIpsl A3enaii 3 TBapary, Macia. XanajaseLw, CBiHel
Ka To rajasaii, aer ragasaii. (Dsibouki p-u)' (FAPDU, 12).

Along with grains, flax played an important role in the structure of crops. It was
areturn to homespun clothing and homemade shoes (FAPDU, 7). Some of the products
and services produced by households were consumed by the family, and some were
distributed through social channels. The respondents stressed that it was necessary to
use some cost minimisation strategies in the post-war period:

beuti cBae kapoBbl. Y Kakjara XassiiHa KapoBa cBasi Oblia. ABeduki ObLTi, CBiHHI ObLII.
Cgaimi abxansimica. Bor mro. Ha 6a3zaper Moxa kamy Hajza ObLIO JBIK Xa31i, KyIUIsUIi, HO,
GaplIbIHCTBO abxas3imics cBaim. (Mépcki p-u)* (FAPDU, 2).

Speaking about the relative stabilisation of the post-war life, the respondents, es-
pecially those from the eastern regions, focused notably on such significant events as
the appearance of a cow in the household. It was considered as a special indicator of
well-being. At the same time, it was quite problematic to maintain cattle in the post-
war period, especially within the framework of the collective farm system, when the

My mother served in Latvia after the war, at an owner who had a lot of land and cattle. My mother
milked the cows there. She had five children and our horses were dying. And what kind of owner
does not have a horse? So she would go and earn money. She went twice, left her small children.
She worked the whole season: milked cows and dug potatoes. (Pastavsky district).

We made homemade bread and baked buns. We used cottage cheese to make cheeses and butter.
We made jam, raised pigs and sheep. (Glybotsky district).

There were private cows. Each owner had his own cow. There were sheep and pigs. We managed
everything ourselves. That’s it. If it was necessary, we went to the market to buy some things, but
mostly we managed to sustain ourselves. (Miyorsky district).

20
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collective farmer was obliged to mow hay for the collective farm herd first, and only
then for himself.

BsicHO#T Mama cajaMsHYR KpBIIIy 3HiMillb, KapoBe Jaclpb, a yBoceHb Hakpbienp’! (PEC,
2011, p. 255).

Mar xbimi ¥ FOcuisiHaBe, dyem, MTO TpakTap — BA3YIb CajoMy, MBI 3 Oparam BspOBauKi
¥ PYKy, KapoyKy HeuybIM KapMilb, 1 ax bapcykoy ma IOcuisinaBa cabipami caJoMKy TATY.
JloOpbist Jiroa3i ObLIL, ITO APYTi pa3 BO3bMYIIb 1 HAaroi crixHyik. Bo mro pobinacs. Paxacui
Ob1110, XOLb CaJIOMKail Kapoyky Hakopmim? (FAPDU, 4).

Such crafts as hunting, fishing, gathering, depending on the localisation of the set-
tlement, were an additional and important source of life support in the post-war years.
Considering that the region had a large number of water bodies, fishing became an
additional resource. Not only were fish included in the family diet, but they were also
considered as a possible source of income. The respondents mentioned that the sale
of fish was a very profitable business in the post-war city under the rationing system.
Snezhyn Stanislava Grygoryevna remembered that her father usually sold the fish he
was carrying before even reaching the market (FAPDU, 19). Children of different ages
were mainly engaged in gathering, adults — to a lesser extent, as they worked either in
the collective farm or in their own household. The products gathered were included
in the daily diet and were also a source of income. Children often sold berries and
mushrooms in the nearest town or city to buy necessary things, for school for example,
or for some delicacy (FAPDU, 3, 4). The respondents who had lived in the western
regions of Northern Belarus noted that gathering became more common after the li-
quidation of individual farms:

I'ata yKo0 mocne crani ix mpeHiMaIk. Hy kareiiky Moxka sKyto MHE.. 5 %K YKO IIOMHIO XaJ3ija
MHE MOKa rajioy 0bu10 A3ecsip.(A konpki cadpani?) Hy, cabipaini ckolbKi KaMmy XTO CKOJIbKa
MOJKallb. Bsiipo xTo Hacabipaelip, Hy. A sk He ObUTO JbIK 1 9Ta %K Kareiika, Hy. This 5K Karewki,
HY, Kyabl, y XaTyx, aamoy. Hazna >k Obuio Helurta Kymilb, HaJaX ObUIO HEIUTA i HaJ3elb,
i abyup. (Tmeibonki p-u)* (FAPDU, 5).

2 In spring, my mother would remove the straw from the roof and give it to the cow, and in autumn

we would cover the roof back.

We lived in Yustsiyanava. We heard that a tractor was carrying straw. My brother and I took the
ropes we used to lead the cow and collected this straw from Barsuki to Yustsiyanava. There were
good people who sometimes helped and pushed the straw by foot. We were happy that we could
feed the cow with straw at least.

They began to take me along. Well, there may be some kopeks for me... I remember going with
them, I was about ten years old. (How much did you collect?) Well, everyone collected as much
as they could. Even a whole bucket. And if there was not much, it was still a kopek. We needed
that at home. To buy something, to put something on. (Gluboksky district).

22
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In order to survive, the peasants were forced to turn more often to illegal ways of
life support, one of which was home brewing. In the conditions of the post-war supply
rationing, trade deficits and the poverty among the rural population during the period
under review, illicit distilling became a sought-after ‘currency’ in illegal barter oper-
ations, the means of payment for small household services, a real source of earning
money necessary for self-maintenance, restoration of own household, and for tax pur-
poses (Sumko, 2018, p. 134). With its wide scope and mass character in the post-war
years, it can be thus characterised as an illegal trade in the manufacture of alcohol for
sale or for personal needs (depending on the period). At the same time, the documents
of the Polatsk Prosecutor’s office show that the production of homemade alcohol had
the greatest scope in the western regions of the district, where there were still indi-
vidual farms with sufficient resources for the production of homemade vodka. Recall-
ing the first post-war decade, the respondents from Verkhnyadvinsky district noted that
they mainly brought homemade samogon from across the Dvina river, which was the
border with Poland until 1939. For instance, they would cross the river and agree about
the finished product to celebrate a wedding or wake:

51 momHIO, IWITO Mama, Kaii Oarbka sie maMép, 3amparia KaHs, OarbKa sie TyT JSDKBIIb JI0Ma,
a Haja )k caMaroHkKi — ctoil. | BOT siHa maBe3na Tyaa (y 3amaaHyio — ayT.) 35IpHO 1 MPEIBA3IA
camaroski. Hy, Moka sHa 3Hanma Ja Karo examb. AJ3iH amgHaMy MOKa MaJCKaXylb. SIHBI
MpajiaBaii caMaroHky. JlaraBapBaiicsi Ha CKOJIBKI 3epHa Jaaylb CAMaroHKy. Sl MOMHIO, IITO
nepsas Kyuus Obuta s;tuMeHHast. SIK mamipani, IepBbl CTOJ CTaBsLb Kylio. Mama naexana
i mpBIBSI3NA Tajbl SIMMCHHIO, a 3aThIM Iaexaja 3a camaroHkail. (Bsipxuemssincki pacn)*
(FAPDU, 4).

The illegal nature of making samogon integrated the village collective to a certain
extent, as more people were interested in producing the forbidden alcohol. The ‘com-
mon secret’ created a clear contrast between the village community and the local au-
thorities, and allowed them to successfully avoid punishment. However, this situation
was typical of relatively small villages, remote from large settlements or large towns,
where the composition of the population basically did not change.

Taitna, Howysl. 3a kinanbimrgam, y Kapkansmel, TaMm KycT OBIY i Baja Ha Mecle, TaM 0aora
obuto. Hy, max camaronky raami i xaty crpoimi. (He cmam mixro?) — He 3manmi. Tam yes

I3ApAYHS THama. 22 xarsl ObIIO 1 A3sApdyHS Hacrasmrdas Obuta. J(3spayHs ¥ msicy Obuia.

2 T remember that my mother harnessed a horse when her father died. Her father was here at home,
and it is necessary to put moonshine on the table. So she took some grain there (to the West) and
brought moonshine back with her. Well, maybe she knew who to go to. People would tell each
other. They sold moonshine. They agreed on how much grain could be traded for it. I remember
that the first kutya was from barley. When they died, you would put kutya first on the table. My
mother went and brought barley and then she went for moonshine. (Verkhnyadvinsky district).
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Isamep moxa i 3mam. (A gamy Tagsl He 3qaBaini?) Tampl JoA3i ObUTI rapaTHbIs, ajie sHbI

JPY>KHBIS ObLTI. A 1isiriep siHbI ma3Bsipaui yoxo aj 6ararcrea® (FAPDU, 20).

Field expedition materials indicate that villagers produced artisanal vodka both
for personal consumption and for additional income. However, in the first post-war
years, the pragmatics of illicit distilling was mainly commercial in nature, as it was an
effective way to ‘convert’ agricultural products into ‘real money’. It should be noted
that only the production and storage of moonshine for sale was a criminal offence until
April 1948. By the Decree of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR ‘On
Criminal Liability for the Production and Sale of Samogon’ of April 7, 1948, more
stringent sanctions were imposed on producers of moonshine, including other pur-
poses than trade. In the Polatsk region in 1948, 673 persons were brought to trial for
illicit distilling and sale of illegal alcohol (ZSA, 964, 2, 49, 7). But the fear of punish-
ment gave way to pragmatic considerations. The majority of respondents are women
whose memories regard the period of the second half of the 1920s—1930s. Due to their
age, they recalled the experience of their parents, so the actual price of samogon in
the first post-war years cannot be determined on that basis. However, the protocols of
the prosecution indicate that it was possible to earn at least 25 roubles for a bottle of
samogon on the black market in 1948. It was a very profitable business, especially for
a peasant who worked for no remuneration on the collective farm.

The respondents recall that samogon was a kind of currency in barter operations
both within rural society and between the town and the village. Considering the fact
that samogon was prohibited, the exchange took place secretly, in markets where eggs,
milk and other products were sold. In the first post-war years, sellers and buyers of
moonshine specified and agreed on the time and place of sale in advance:

SlHa x im3e Ha Gaszap. Tapryems. SIHBI 1 manpocsub: ,,[Bl MHE ¥ Takylo Ta XaTy MpPBIHACI,
nmamoy”. I'Hami 3 OyibObl, 39pHO TpapomruBati. baHs crasna max pakoii, Tam i rHami. Mama
Hacina ¥ Jlpbicy. 3aHscenb y Xxary 3Ha8MbIM JKbliaM OyTBUIKY Iii JI3BE€ i HA MbUIa TaMm, Ha
coJb, Ha TabaKy, 3amaiki. ['arara He ObUTO ¥ Marasinax. [Tnarini TeIM ka, IITO sHA Mpacijia.
(Bepxusiazsincki p-H)* (FAPDU, 19).

%> The secret of the night. There was a swamp behind the cemetery, in Karakaltsy, where there were
bushes and water in the town. Well, so they made moonshine and built a house. (No one reported
it?) — No one reported. The whole village brewed it. There were 22 houses, a true village, located
in a forest park. Today they would probably report it. (And why did they not report back then?) At
that time, people were poor, but they were friendly. And now they are already furious with wealth.
She would go to the market to trade. They would ask her to bring it to a particular house. We
took potatoes and sprouted grain. The bathhouse was by the river and they brewed it there. Mom
brought it to Drysa. She would bring a bottle or two into the house of a Jew family she knew, and
traded it for soap, for salt, for tobacco, for matches. You wouldn’t get that in the stores. They paid
with what she asked for. (Verkhnyadvinsky district).
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In the period under review, samogon was used in various aspects of life. In respect
of the household economy, mead was used to feed domestic animals. ‘Pervach’ was
a folk medicine ingredient for preparing various medicinal tinctures. It was also used
during the most important rites of the calendar and family cycle. In the absence of
money, samogon was included in the ‘food set” which allowed the peasant to solve
a variety of life problems in the form of bribes.

A large part of farm produce was for sale: “Well, so... we would not eat it but rather
sell it” (Verkhnyadvinsk district) (FAPDU, 20). The peculiarity of post-war trade and
exchange operations was that Belarusian peasants were deprived of such intermediar-
ies as Jewish traders, who actually monopolised this sphere in the interwar period, so
they had to build their own trade and exchange model. It should be emphasised that the
nature of the exchange and trade operations in the first years after the liberation was
rather specific in that the collective-farm peasants had no money due to the workday
payment system. In their recollections, the villagers highlighted that it was almost
impossible to obtain ‘real money’ for work in the post-war collective farm, and the
actual amounts were extremely meagre. In the absence of cash, there were exchange
transactions between the villages and it was considered as a trade operation by the
peasants. The subject of exchange were usually deficient things that could not be pro-
duced within the household (salt, nails, sewing machines).

Kapoyky MBI 32 MamIsIHKY Ky Tagsl. A MalIbIHKa ¥ IETKI acTanacs 3 BalHBI 3a XKalle3Hal
naporaii. Slna Harma 6bu1a. | kKapoyky Kymisi. Sk BbIsI3/pKaii ¥ napiii3ansl yc€ % He cabephlrl.
Hy, BoT nérka 3alpana Haily MamiblHKY. A ThIABL, K (POHT NPBHIAIIOY, siHA ajjiana Ham
MAIIBIHKY. (A Ky0bl 6bl sie npadani?) — Y 3ananHyro mnpajaii. 3aBs3ii, 3 CACTPOM Basiii Ha
CaHKax 31MOH 1 KymiJi KapoyKy. (A4 vt 3nani kamy npaoasays?) — I'31a ¥5k0 1araBapbIynIbics
OBLTI paHbIIe, cpa3y Hs MOXHA ObIIO. A TaJbl KapoBy Xaa3isli Kymsnb. TyT *ka roma-roia
ObuTO0. MBI Tam, 3¢ Mpajalli MallblHKY, TaM i KapoBy Kymimi. (Tax BbI Moyka aOMSH:III Ha
kapoBy? BbI iM — MamibIHKY, a siHbl BaM — KapoBy?) — Jla, na. (Bepxusassincki p-u)* (FAP-
DU, 20).

The main points of sale of farm products were cities, large towns, or railway sta-
tions, where the population received wages in cash. The population of the eastern
regions brought eggs, milk, and fish for sale, and then purchased bread for the money
they had obtained. The main sellers of grain and grain products were the residents of

27 We bought a cow for a sewing machine then. And my aunt on the other side of the railroad still
had a machine from the war. It was ours. And we got a cow. Still, we could not take everything
along when we left with the guerrillas. My aunt took our sewing machine. And then, as soon as the
frontline came, she gave us the machine back. (Where did you sell it?) — In the West. We carried it
on a sleigh with my sister in winter and bought a cow for it. (And how did you know whom to sell
it to?) — We agreed in advance, it was not immediately possible. And then we went to buy the cow.
We bought a cow where we sold the machine. (So you exchanged the machine for a cow?) — Yes,
yes. (Verkhnyadvinsky district).
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the western regions. They, in turn, could afford to purchase things that exceeded the
necessary minimum:

41 xanzina 3 Mamait Ha peiHaKk y Jlpsicy. BombmisiacTBO OBLTI 3 3amaaHaid, OOIBIIBIHCTBO
ObuTi KpanKis. Hambix mana 6puto. Hammer siuras He Takist Obuii, a ThIA... [IpagaBani macia,
TBApOT, CMATaHY, SAi10. 30epylb 3a HAA3ENMI0, Hy 1 Py TaJbl. Y Karo KOHb CBOIl ObIY, ¢H
racas3ilk MaHio CBAIO, SHA MPajacib.. SIHBI aqHAACOOHIKI ObLIL. (A wmo Ausl Kynaani?). —
Veé na cBene. Tpanki kymisiti. bl X716 He Kymsuti. Y ix xie6 cBoii Ob1y. (4 mama, wmo 3a
Oenedcki nakynana?) — A xie6, a myka. (Bepxussincki p-u)* (FAPDU, 4).

This specific remuneration system for rural population in different regions of the

region in question substantiated its intra-ethnic division into ‘Westerners’ and ‘East-
erners’ and supplemented it with a wide range of mutual socio-cultural stereotypes
(‘rich Westerners’ vs ‘Eastern collective farmers — tarbeshniki’), formulated in the
memoirs of the post-war years.

Hy, 3anagoHusl, Hy XTO Mpajaelb, XTO MyKy MpbIBs3e, XTO XJieO Mpajaeipb. BOT i13eml Ha
6azap, a SHBI eyl Ha Kalécax TaM yaBaiX, yTpaiX, i3em i cam caboil raBopsI, BO kKad
TBI HE BAPHYYCs. SIHBI K Ha Kal€cax YKo He TISIIIKOM XaJ31li, T9Ta Mbl KaJIX03HIKI JayHel
XaJ31711 TSIIIKOM, SKi Hac 9OpT Bas3ly HaM HEYbIM ObLIO, 51 cama ¥ baObIHIYBI Maako Haciiza
Boch 3 JlecaBa axx y baObIHIUBI ceM KiloMeTpay, Ha KapoMbICa Ia J(Ba YalaBeKi 1 Hacimi
MaJiako 3/1aBaji MaKyjb Kajaxo3 KaHs He 3ably. Xaa3ii y 3amaanyio Mbl IOCIIe BaiHBI, JBIK
TyZa MOWI3eM JIbIK SHBI HAC TaHsUIi TaM: ,,[apOariHiki npeiinut”. bo sHbI 6ararei, HeMIIbI
x He yanaii tam. (Tax snel éacmounixay ne n06ini?). He mo6ini, ouens He mob6ini? (FAP-
DU, 17).

Tatbl sIHBI HAC 3BT MmapOauHiKi. 3a TO, ITO MBI Xa31i Ty/pl, y iX nadipamics®® (FAPDU, 11).
[acns BaifHBI BOT I'3TY, MACHIS 3iMBI, 3HAYBIIb, KAPTOILKY, HY, €CIIi Heuara ObIIO0, TaK Xaa3imi

IITYI0 KapToLIKy cabipaiti, MEP3MyYI0 TaKkylo, THiIYI0. BacHol. J{pIKk HAC raHsIi, MO, HITO

28

29

30

I went with my mother to the market in Dryssa. Most people there were from the West, most were
rich. There were few of us. We were still not like them, and they... They sold butter, cottage cheese,
sour cream, or eggs. We would collect our products for a week and bring them there. Who had his
own horse, he would let his wife go to the market and sell... They were individual farmers. (What
did they buy?). — Everything in the world. Clothes. They didn’t buy bread. They had their own bread.
(And what did your mother buy with that money?) — Bread and flour. (Verkhnyadvinsk district).
Well, Westerners — some of them would sell, some would bring flour, some would sell bread. You
went to the market and see them on a cart there together, three of them. You would go and speak
to yourself, what if you did not return. They drove carts, they did not go on foot. Only us, the
farmers, would go on foot in the old days, and it was hell. We didn’t have anything to ride, I car-
ried milk to Babynichy from Lesava, which is about seven kilometres long. Two of us carried the
milk on the yoke until the farm horse was healthy again. After the war, we went to the West, too.
‘Tarbeshniki came,’ they would say. After all, they were rich, the Germans did not touch anything
there. (They didn’t like the Easterners?) —Oh, no, they disliked us very much.

Then they called us tarbeshniki because we went there to beg.
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BBI arapo/ibl TOMYBIIE. A sHBI TO XbUT HapManbHa. [laramy ITO Tam yce ObLTi eiHaTIYHIKi,

Kayxo3ay He ObU10. Tak BOT MbI ycé 3Baii ,,3ananouns’™! (FAPDU, 16).

The life support issue in areas dominated by individual farms was complicated in
the late 1940s, when the collectivisation process accelerated. The massive offensive of
the party-state structures, the actions of punitive bodies, the increase in taxes, as well
as the dispossession allowed for including the bulk of the peasantry of the western
regions into the collective-state farm system over a short period of time. The number
of individual farms plummeted. By March 1950, Braslavsky and Dokshytsky districts
had almost completed the collectivisation process. In 1955, there were no more indi-
vidual farms in the Vitebsk region (the Polotsk region was abolished in 1954).

KanikTeBizampls. .. 3abpani ¥ My»xbika Ycé. 3a0paiti MphIroXKbIX KaHEH, 3arpask, ITyTi, 0apoHEbI,
MAIBIHbI MaJaTapHbIA. ACTaBLI MY’KBIKY TOJNBKI XaTy 3 4 ByIJlaMi 3 KyCKOM 3s5IMJTi, 32 SIKyIO HE
3HaI sIKiX majgarkay surgs He mianine. (bpacnaycki p-u)*? (FAPDU, 14).

AG’en3sHINI ¥ KaIxo3bl YKo macis BaiHbL S 3 apmii npslitioy y 47-m rafy, i rata, kamicap
HapThI3aHCKai OpbIrajpl ObIY MEpBBIM CakpaTapoM paikomarapTeli ¥ Jlokmbimax. A Mol
mBarep y bipymix Obry crapmbias. [[pik ab’em3sHsutics, s 3 apMii nperfmoy. He xameni
¥ kanxo3 igui. Kapoy maanOipamni. Y€ cusraymi: i 6apoHsl, 1 miyri, 1 Yc&. S Tonbki 3 apMii,
a s 3 BEYapBIHBI IIOY, MalsrHyy cBae Kan€chl. 3 JIOKmIbII sKmpeiexay 3iHKEeBiY, CTYKHIIb
KyJakoM ab CToI, Tak i IaTak, ycix Ha Cidip canmiéM, XTo ¥ Kainxo3 He moiazews. | maiinmi yce.
I'ara § 49-M ragy. A actanbHbIs A3PIYHI HE AW, MOTHIM Haiuut, y S0-m ramy. (JJokumbIiki
p-H)* (PEZ, p. 263-264).

A comparison of the mental perception of collective farms in the post-war period
in the available materials of ethnographic expeditions of Polatsk University clearly
reveal two concepts of attitude towards collective farms. The first was characteristic of
the eastern, collectivised areas before the war, the population of which generally did

31 After the war, after the winter, there was nothing to eat, so we went to pick up these potatoes,
frozen, rotten potatoes. In spring. And we were chased away. They said that we were trampling
their gardens. And they lived normally. Because they were all individual farmers, there were no
collective farms. So we all called them ‘zapadentsy’. (Westerners).

Collectivization... They took everything from the man. They took beautiful horses, harnesses,
plows, harrows, threshing machines. The peasant was left with only a house with 4 corners, and
a piece of land for which he would still have to pay such-and-such taxes. (Braslav district).

I joined the collective farms after the war. I came back in 1947. The commissar of the partisan
brigade was the first Secretary of the Communist party in Dokshytsy. And my brother-in-law in
Birulyah was the Chairman. So I joined it when I came back from the army. They did not want to go
to the farm. They took away the cows. They stole everything: harrows, plows, everything. I was just
out of the army, and I went there in the evening, took my carts. Zinkevich came from Dokshytsy,
banged his fist on the table, and threatened that all those who would not go and work in the collective
farm would go to Siberia. And so all of them joined the farm. That was in 1949. And the rest of the
villages did not go at first, but eventually they joined it too, in 1950. (Dokshytsky district).
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not oppose the post-war restoration of their own and collective farms. The ‘Easterners’
fixed their parallel development on the upward trend: ‘I bought a cow, so I am a little
bit richer’ (FAPDU, 4). Regardless whether it is by legal or illegal means, there was
a slow build-up of wealth. The population of the western regions, where the farms of
the former individual peasants were in a relatively prosperous state which they man-
aged to maintain even during the war, exhibited quite a different attitude as the farms
were in a decline upon the collectivisation. The ‘Westerners’ show a negative vector
of development, because the formation of collective farms was associated with the
deterioration of living standards and deepening of the crisis.

Oral history records and archival documents indicate various manifestations of
informal practices and mechanisms for correcting the official norms regarding the per-
missible number of animals in personal livestock or other violations of the agricultural
Charter, which were sometimes accompanied by attempts to use the collective farm
resources for personal purposes. Materials on the expeditions indicate an interesting
regularity with regard to the period considered: villagers from the eastern regions, who
knew the collective farm system quite well, managed to avoid it to a certain extent,
whereas the population of western regions, who had just started to adjust to the new
reality, did not have such experience. The prevalence of theft posed a complex issue
for the collective farm administration, which was obliged to examine all incidents, yet
was aware that many of the workers depended on stolen food to survive poor harvests
with collective farm being unable to provide them with payment (Kashtalian, 2016,
p.65). Taking into account the catastrophic situation of the people, the administration
sometimes turned a blind eye to such incidents:

(A na raro, 1a KapoyKi, sik skbu1i?) — Mama 3 ¢epmsel Hacina. bpani yce manadxo. Bery ouans
XapoIIbl TpaJiceaanens. | Kaxbllp, HY, S 3HaI0, IITO BbI Oepallé, Hy, Ds/3iue, kab Gobliae
HayaIlbCTBa BaC HE ycTpauiiaa. MHora He OspsIlie, Ta JIITpy OspbIle. Ae 5K KTO TaM T1a JITpy
6pay? (Bepxusasincki p-u)** (FAPDU, 4).

V iHIIBIX BBIMAAKaX Marii 31aib 3a CKpaa3eHsl Kinarpam Oyns0br abo 300xoka ([broomnKi
p-1)* (FAPDU, 12).

On June 4, 1947, a decree was issued on the criminal responsibility for the theft
of socialist property. The majority of cases were small, initiated in collective farms
during harvest. In comparison with the second quarter (as the responsibility for theft
was implemented under the law of August 7, 1932), 2003 persons more were held
criminally responsible in the third quarter of 1947 on collective farms in the BSSR

(And before that, before the cow, how did you live?) — Mother would bring something from the
farm. Everyone took some milk. He was a very good Chairman. ‘Well, I know you steal,” he
would say, ‘just make sure the big authorities don’t see you. Don’t take much, take a litre.” But
who would take just a litre? (Verkhnyadvinsk district).

In other cases, militia could arrest a person for stealing a kilogram of potatoes or grain.
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(Kastalan, 2007). The increase in theft of collective farm property was recorded from
the second half of the 1940s until early 1950s. The execution of the punitive policy was
reflected in people’s memories:

Beuto ¥ Hac y MOIIHINBI TPBI KIHIIYBIHBI Tacaa3iymibl. Jlecans ragoy iM nam. SHbI, Hy,
HEKaJli Takasi MallblHa ObLTa, IITO Majalila 3epHe 1 SHBI He 3epHE K YKpali, a TOJbKI MITO
MaIMSUTL KaJisi MAIIbIHBI T3TAH, Hy OT 1 Ia A3ecslb rafgoy aaii. STHbl agcea3ini na Tpel rajsl
i 3ateiM amHicThist. (Paconcki p-w)* (FAPDU, 10).

Cynini 3a kanacok. 3 bapanysina Obuta 6a6a i stii 10 ragoy mami 3a kanacki. 3a pakoit cxaasina
(p. CBonbHa) kanckoy HaOpana. He amny macansimi. (4 sx ix aasini? Xmocwyi danaciy?) —
Anvl na nomo edini. Cneyvisnvha uanasex ovly, sxi e303iy na nansx (Bepxusausincki p-H)*’
(FAPDU, 20).

After Stalin’s death, the search for ways to improve the condition of the peasant
population began: the revision of the tax policy in favour of the peasants, the write-off
of arrears for the past years, the increase in payment for the workday. This allowed for
relative stability and prosperity of private households of peasants. It also figuratively
marked the end of the post-war reconstruction in the ‘3axsburics’, ‘3akacmaneni’ (be-
came richer) folk categories. In the minds of the peasants, the improvement of their
situation is identified with the face of the Chairman of the Council of Ministers G.
Malenkov:

(A xami crami yxo mianins 3apmiary y kanxose?) — Sk mamép Craii, s %k Tabe Kaxy,
Manenkoy, Cramnin mamép, a MajeHkoy cpasy ab’sBiy, mro yirori Oymyub, HS Oya3eib
Byrajiei, raTel cabipallb, camMaBap BO T'9ThI, IITO OyA3€lb Maj( JIEKTPhIKY, i BOT TaJbl HaM,

3po0iti 13epaBsiHHBISA CTayObI, a Talbl AaBail BO raThis ctayosl npasag3ius®® (FAPDU, 21).

Thus, in the period of post-war reconstruction, the life support system of the Bela-
rusian village had its own peculiarities. It can be traced very clearly on the example of
Northern Belarus, which consisted of regions with different types of socio-economic
structure and, accordingly, different levels of well-being of the population. The res-

3¢ Tt was in Moshitsa that three women were imprisoned. They were given ten years. They, well,

there was such a machine that threshed grain and they did not steal grain, they only swept around

the machine, and still got ten years. They served three years and then came the amnesty.

Judged for a spikelet. In Baradulina there was a woman and she got 10 years for spikelets. She

went down to the (Svolna) river and gathered some spikelets. (And how were they caught? Did

someone inform on them?) — They drove around the field. There was a special person walking on

the fields (Verkhnyadvinsk R-n).

3% (And when did they begin to pay a salary in the collective farm?) — As Stalin died, I tell you, it
was Malenkov. Stalin died, and Malenkov immediately announced that there would be irons,
there would be no coal to collect the samovar, that there would be electricity, and then they made
wooden pillars for us, and then made us distribute electricity on these pillars.
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toration of agriculture in the eastern regions of Northern Belarus ensued on the basis
of the collective and state farm system. In the western regions in the post-war period
individual farms dominated, which provided the main volumes of agricultural produc-
tion. This specific remuneration system for rural population in different regions of the
considered region substantiated the intra-ethnic division into ‘Westerners’ and ‘East-
erners’ and supplemented it with a wide range of mutual socio-cultural stereotypes,

formulated in the memoirs of the post-war years.

Archival materials and oral history records indicate that the main part of the peas-
ants’ livelihood in the post-war period, both in eastern and western regions, was their
own homestead. Much as it was the main source of life support for individual farmers,
however, the collective-farm peasants were forced to combine the household work
with their obligation to work on the collective farm, for which they were not paid
adequately. The lack of material interest of the collective-farm peasantry led to the
fact that some peasants tried to minimise their labour participation in the collective

economy as much as possible.

In the conditions of the post-war reconstruction, atypical forms of economic and
trade activity of peasants are to be found. Beside traditional occupations, there were
also illegal forms of trade entrepreneurship, often of a criminal nature. These, how-
ever, allowed people to realise their entrepreneurial potential to a certain extent, reduce

the shortage of products and essential goods, and survive.

Important additional sources of life support included various crafts of both legal
(gathering, fishing) and criminal (illicit distilling, theft of collective farm property)
character. At that time, home brewing was a wide-scale phenomenon, massively pre-
valent among the rural population of the region. It was an effective way to ‘convert’
agricultural products into ‘real money’ and, as a result, provided the peasants with

necessary financial means for restoring their own economy.

Translated into English by Marharyta Svirydava
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